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66 They wanted a No Confidence 


blood sacrifice, they mer 
wanted me gone.| P" 
am not interested in 
an organisation that 
cannot see past its 
fucking anger. 


Richard Morrissroe, 


USI President, 
July 1st 2007 - 13th October 2007 
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resident resigns 
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Union of Students in Ireland 
President Richard Morrisroe has 
resigned following a vote of no 
confidence taken at the USI 
National Congress which took 
place in Galway on Saturday. 
Another member of the officer 
board, USI Equality Officer 
Stephen Conlon, has also resigned 
in an internet scandal that has 
rocked the union. The vote took 
place following a week of 
controversy for the union, in which 
Conlon authored an unsigned 
document, posted on political news 
website and forum  politics.ie, 
attacking the leadership and 
integrity of Morrisroe. Conlon 
accused Morrisroe of “‘attempting 
to rule Officerboard by decree, 
subject to his own whims.” He 
suggested that Morrisroe’s “style of 
leadership has led directly to a 
breakdown in trust at the highest 
levels of the Union, and he has, by 
his actions, contributed severely to 
an alienation of the Union from its 
constituent organisations”, 
Morrisroe is charged with 
bringing media ridicule to the 
union, due to his unfortunate asser- 
tion that “lots of students drive 
their own cars because public trans- 
port is too expensive” and because 
of his failure to attend the Tara 
protest march despite his assur- 
ances that he would be present. On 
top of these allegations, Morrisroe 


is also accused of undermining 
union morale by “publicly criticis- 
ing a member of USI Officer Board 
in the presence of a Constituent 
Organisation,” and “failing 
repeatedly to consult with CO’s 
when requested to by members of 
the Officerboard, and when 
requested by CO’s themselves”. 
But according to Conlon, 
Morrisroe’s greatest failing was in 
his inability to “effectively put the 
USI’s case to the Government” and 
by specifically “failing to put the 
case for an increased grant to the 
Minister for Education.” 

However, in an exclusive in- 
terview with Trinity News, Morris- 
roe has revealed that he feels his 
ousting was “completely political” 
and “absolutely disgusting’. In 
response to Conlon’s allegations, 
Morrisroe states that the majority 
of the accusations were “hearsay 
and nonsense”. While admitting 
that he has made mistakes, and 
confirms that he did miss the Tara 
protest march, the ex-president 
refutes the quotes referring to his 
interactions with the Government, 
revealing that his accuser Conlon 
was also on the taskforce that dealt 
with this issue, and negated to raise 
the issue at the time. 

Furthermore, Morrisroe finds 
Conlon’s actions “disgusting”, and 
can see “no excuse for what he 
did”. Morrisroe is “deeply upset” 
that Conlon did not raise his 
objections with him personally, 
instead preferring to “air USI dirty 
laundry” in such a public way. 





Phil Jewish joke 
censored by CSC 


Trinity 
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The University Philosophical 
Society is under investigation by the 
Senior Dean amid allegations of anti- 
semitism. Meanwhile, a source close to 
the scandal has reported Hist 
involvement in the matter. 

Ruth Faller, President of the 
society, chose to appear on The Gerry 
Ryan Show on Monday 8 October to 
defend her society, which printed the 
allegedly anti-semetic material in its 
annual pulication, The Philander. 

The magazine allegedly quoted the 
leader of Austria’s notorious xenophobic 
Freedom Party, Joerg Haider, stating that 
“Jews are always welcome in the 
chamber”, in reference to the debating 
chamber of the Graduates Mermoial 
Building. This was then sent to the 
homes of the majority of incoming first- 
years, with the result that College 





The College’s Internet Protocol Addresses 
have been blocked from _ editing 
Wikipedia.org “due to __ persistent 
vandalism” by students using college 
computers or through the college’s Internet 
connection. 

The block was activated on the 19th of 
September 2007 and will remain active for 
one year. The block means that 
unregistered users cannot edit articles or 
create accounts while on the college 
network, be it in a computer room or on 
their laptops. This comes following several 
“friendly” warnings from Wikipedia 
editors and two “final” warnings, which 
were issued during a litany of vandalism 
over the summer. 

The final infraction was an edit made to the 
personal profile of Ben Schumin (whose 
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Heather mils, Harrison Ford, Kevin Smith, Helen Mirren, 
Chad miChael Murray, NaOmi CamPBell, Jose Maria Aznar, Jack 
Chariton, ED NOrton, Leslie Nielsen, Johnny Marr and more 
- this year at Trinity's leabinG stubent society 





received a complaint by email from an 
offended reader. 
College then moved to censor the 





e Continued page 2 


banned from editing 


Wikipedia username is “schuminweb”’), a 
Wikipedia administrator (an editor with 
access to special technical and maintence 
tools). 

Wikipedia, “the free encyclope- 
dia that anyone can edit” is the ninth most 
visited site on the internet. 

This is the third time that Trinity 
has been blocked for vandalism to the 
website. Previous blocks, in November 
2006 and March 2007, were for a matter of 
hours. Wikipedia’s blocking policy states 
that blocks should be preventive in nature 
rather than punitive, i.e. they should be 
designed to prevent further vandalism to 
the site rather than punish those 
responsible. The severity & frequency of 
damage, as well as the likelihood of 
recidivism are the primary factors in 
determining the length of a block. 
Institutional blocks are a special case: 
“Blocks on shared or dynamic IP addresses 
are typically shorter than blocks on 


Wikipedia by fire alarm geek 











Ben Schumin poses beside a Fire Alarm 


registered accounts or static IP addresses 
made in otherwise similar circumstances, 
to limit side-effects on other users sharing 
that IP address.” 


As Trinity News was going to press Mr. 
Schumin hadn’t responded to an appeal 
made on his user talk page. According to 
the Wikipedia administrators’ code all is- 
sues should be raised with the 
administrator initially responsible before 
being submitted for arbitration. 

Before Trinity was blocked Mr. Schumin 
had been engaged in a bitter dispute with 
another editor over several personal attacks 
against him. Mr. Schumin had never 
warned or blocked Trinity prior to his 
block, nor had he reverted any of the 
vandalism made by Trinity users. 
Wikipedia has a history of vandalism and 
its blocking policy has been revised signif- 
icantly since its foundation six years ago. 
The most famous incident was a false bi- 
ography of Joseph Seigenthaler, which 
went unnoticed for 132 days. The article 
made several libelous 
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Exclusive interviews with Johnny Marr and Duke Special. A student's guide to eating 


at Tesco. What's Hot and what’s Not. The Turner Prize and more. 
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The Numbers Game 





€9/.2 million 


The estimated deficit of the Trinity Pensions fund, according to con- 
fidential documents obtained by Trinity News 


a 226, ho 


Trinity’s IP address that has been blocked by Wikipedia for repeated 
vandalism on the site. 


2400 


The number of tinned condoms Students’ Union Welfare Officer 
Una Faulkner had at her disposal during Freshers’ Week. 


€14.6 million 


The total of the corporate investment into Trinity’s financially 
troubled Institute of Neuroscience 


| / 


The age of one Law Soc Committee member, who was 
photographed drinking underage causing The Law Shock magazine 
to be censored. 


Sy 


The years since The Annals of the Four Masters were last displayed 
together, as they now are in the Long Room, Trinity College. 


66 He said, she said 99 





“You can put in whatever you want, she won't be available to meet 
you at any time”. 

The response given to Trinity News by the Treasurer's Office on 
attempting to arrange an interview with the Treasurer, Ms Grace 
Dempsey. 


“The comments of Sinn Féin are a grave insult ... People can judge 
for themselves the racist comments of Ogra Sinn Féin.” 

A spokesperson for the Democratic Unionist Party, responding to 
Ógra Shinn Féin’s recent “Brits Out” slogan on student recruitment 
posters. 


“We think no-one should take anything the DUP says on this issue 
seriously, as they’ve incorporated such bigotry into their politics for 
so long.” 

Ms Caoimhe Ni Mhuilleoir, Ógra Shinn Féin, Trinity College 


“| felt that gender equality was important because | didn’t want the 
posters to get ripped down”. 

Students’ Union Ents Officer Ed O'Riordan explains his motivation to 
Trinity News for requesting provocative posters of men promoting club 
nights. 


“My Name is liar, liar pants on fire” 

An edit made to Wikipedia administrator Ben Schumin’s page from a 
Trinity College computer, which resulted in Trinity being banned from 
editing. 


“I would never write in your shitty newspaper” 
Tim Smythe, Auditor of the College Historical Society, gives his 
opinion on this year's volume of Trinity News 
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USI President loses 











no confidence vote 


e Internal memo leaked on Politics.ie 
e Morrisroe ousted by two-thirds majority 
e Alleged author of Memo Stephen Conlon also resigns 


DAVID MOLLOY 
COLLEGE NEWS EDITOR 





Union of Students in Ireland President 
Richard Morrisroe resigned his position 
over the weekend after a motion of no 
confidence was passed against him. 

Trinity College used its 22 votes to 
back Morrisroe as President of USI, 
Student’s Union Education Officer Bartley 
Rock confirmed. 

The union had an opportunity to 
prepare their position after a memo 
authored by USI Equality Officer, Steve 
Conlon, was leaked on the politics.ie 
discussion boards. 

The memo called for the resignation 
of Morrisroe on a number of grounds, the 
most serious of which was ruling 
“according to his own whims.” 

Conlon refused to confirm or deny 
that he had authored or leaked the 
document when contacted. “I no longer 
work for USI, and I’m not obliged to 
comment... m not talking to the media 
about this at all” he said. 

However, Conlon had earlier 
admitted to authoring the memo in 
question, and had resigned his position in 
USI on the same day as Morrisroe. 

According to Rock, the Union “had 
no idea what would happen”, but, based on 
the leaked memo, prepared an official 
stance by holding a Union Executive 
meeting. He refused to be drawn on the 
details of the discussion, stating that the 
meeting had been held “in camera”. 


Student’s Union President Andrew 
Byrne, however, outlined the position of 
the Union on the matter, and their reasons 
for backing Morrisroe. Byrne said the 
Union did not support Morrisroe for any 
particular allegiance to him individually, 
but rather because they believed it was in 
the interests of the union. 

“It was entirely based on what was 
best for Union... there’s no doubt that 
Richie had some errors of judgement in 
recent weeks. We’re quite disappointed that 
this came up with USI at the moment” he 
said. “USI’s time would be better spent on 
issues that affect students rather than 
internal politics.” 

A spokesperson for USI confirmed 
that there was some confusion in USI over 
how the vacant positions will be filled. 
“They don’t know what the next week’s 
going to hold,” they said. “We don’t know 
how the organisation will function in terms 
of positions.” 

According to Morrisroe, Trinity was 
the only college which had any 
consultation with its students before the 
decision, though this was an unminuted 
executive meeting. 

Trinity College sent two sabbatical 
officers to USI Council- Education Officer 
Bartley Rock and Welfare Officer Una 
Faulkner. President Andrew Byrne was 
away on vacation to Germany last 
weekend, while Deputy President Claire 
Tighe had returned to county Mayo to visit 
her family. 

USI national council took place in 
Galway this weekend, and is primarily for 




















Former USI Equality Officer Stephen Conlon who it is alledged wrote the memo calling 
for Morrisore’s resignation. Photo: IT Sligo Students’ Union 


discussion, according to Rock. However, 
the motion of no confidence was brought 
to Council on the day by the representative 
of the Waterford Institute of Technology, 
Shane Kelly. Kelly was not reachable for 
comment. 


Motrisroe was defeated by slightly 
more than the two thirds majority required, 
which included University College Cork, 
the college at which he was Student’s 
Union President only last year. 


Treasurer casualty of 
college restructuring 


Post of Chief Operating Officer approved at last Board meeting is thought to have made 
Dempsey’s position as Treasurer untenable. 


DAVID MOLLOY 
COLLEGE NEWS EDITOR 





College Treasurer Ms. Grace Dempsey 
resigned her position at the last meeting of 
the College Board because of the 
restructuring of positions in college. 

Ms Dempsey, who has worked for the 
college for over a decade, resigned because 
she felt that her position would become 
untenable after the newly created Chief 
Operating Officer took office. This has 
been confirmed by two separate unnamed 
sources. 

The Chief Operating Officer will be 
responsible for the general running of the 
college in a non-academic sense, and his or 
her job description has been recently 
finalised and the recruitment process 
started. 

Unusually the resignation of such a 
major college figure was not on the agenda 
for the Board meeting in question. While 
there have been a large number of 
applications to the Board for early 
retirement in the last calendar year, Ms 
Dempsey opted instead to resign her 
position, which offers no financial benefits. 

The sudden resignation follows 
months of discussion at the highest levels 
of college regarding the proposed 
implementation of restructuring in January 
2008. 

A member of the Treasurer’s Office 
refused to make an appointment for Trinity 
News to speak with Ms Demspey, either on 
the day in question, the following week at 
any time, or at any point in the future. 
When asked if that meant Ms Dempsey 





Grace Dempsey, College Treasurer and other members of the Trinity Foundation meet in March 2004. Photo: T CD.ie 


refused to comment, she replied “You can 
put in whatever you want, she won’t be 
available to meet you at any time.” 

The Treasurer had previously refused 
to talk to Trinity News, who were told that 
she was in meetings until 17.00 on last 
Thursday and Friday, having been 
unavailable earlier in the day. Trinity News 
later learned from a reliable source that 
rather than being in a meeting until the 
close of business, Ms Dempsey had 
actually gone home early on Friday. 

Emails were sent from Trinity News 
to the Treasurer at both her Trinity email 
addresses which, according to her office, 
were seen by Ms Dempsey but not 
answered. 

Ms Dempsey has raised several 








pa 


issues on restructuring, particularly the 
need to modify the references to the 
Financial Committee within the statutes, to 
create a more “cutting edge” approach than 
the current references which date from 
1926. 

In addition the Finance Committee 
undertook a self-evaluation last year, which 
found that the committee’s functions were 
already being addressed by several other 
entities within college, and that the Finance 
Committee “seems to have responsibility 
and accountability, but no authority or real 
input into financial planning.” The self- 
evaluation concluded that “the Finance 
Committee should be responsible for all 
financial matters in College.” The College 
also commissioned a report from Athru 








is 





Consultancy, entitled “Review of the Fi- 
nance Function of the University of 
Dublin, Trinity College” the final written 
version of which was accepted on 27 June. 

Ms Dempsey’s resignation is the 
most recent in a long list of staff losses 
through resignation and early retirement. 
There have been almost twenty staff losses 
noted in meetings of the College Board 
since last January. The majority of these 
have chosen early retirement rather than 
resignation, a financially beneficial way of 
leaving College employment. 

Notable exceptions include Dr N 
Biggar, a member of the College Board 
who resigned his fellowship last year in 
order to depart and work in the University 
of Oxford. 
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claims about Mr. Seigenthaler, a respected 
writer and journalist, the most serious of 
which implicated him in the assassinations 
of both John and Robert Kennedy. An 
investigation by Wikipedia eventually 
traced the edits to Brian Chase, a manager 
from Tennessee. He publicly apologised to 
a gracious Mr. Seigenthaler. The incident 
led to a public debate about the value and 
accuracy of Wikipedia, as well as a 
tightening of Wikipedia’s rules on 
unregistered users adding and editing 
articles. 


has doubled in each of the last two years to 
over 15GBs, with over two million English 
language articles. 


bans Trinity from free encylopedia 


The size of Wikipedia’s database 


19th September 2007: The user profile of Ben Schumin was 
changed so that the introductory line read “My Name is liar, 
liar pants on fire”. Mr. Schumin is a Wikipedia administrator. 


12th September 2007: The words “taylor is a fagg” [sic] were 
added to the article about Facebook. 


lOth September 2007: A user edited the page for FM 104, 
the local Dublin radio station. The target audience of FM 104 
was changed from “16-34 year olds” to “16-18 year olds”. 


College 


Self-confessed “Wikipediaholic” 





personal page of Pat Kenny, the RTE broadcaster. All were 
vandalism. A number of inane claims were made such as he 
had worked as a Showgirl in panama, is a robot, that the Late 
Late show was the shortest running chat show in the world (it 
is the longest), he only earned €6,350 (he earned €635,000 in 
2004) finally the logo for 90°s Sitcom “The Fresh Prince of Bel 
air” was substituted for his picture. The most serious claim 
made was that “In 1992 Pat Kenny openly admitted to killing 
seven prostitutes over a four year period. In 2004 when asked 
for his motives on his early morning chat show he simply 


Ben Schumin, the administrator 
who blocked Trinity is a “self- 
confessed Wikipediaholic”’. 

He has been a member of 
“Wikipedia community” for just 
over two years. He is big on some- 
thing called GFDL compliance, 
hates parentheses (they “are evil’), 
and classes himself as a Wikipedia 
“inclusionist”, meaning that as many 
articles as possible should be in- 
cluded. 

His prominent announcement 
of this has been mocked by the dis- 
gruntled authors of pages he has 
deleted (only administrators can 
delete pages), one parodied him 
saying “This is a lie, oh my god this 
is such a lie, | wonder will anyone 
be able to smell my farts because | 
will | will bathe in my own 
smugness and deceit!” 

He has also been criticised 
for promoting his personal website 
on his user profile. “The Schumin 
Web” describes his daily life, in- 
cluding visiting Wal-Mart and edit- 
ing Wikipedia. He proudly recounts 
the time he was hit in the face with 
a pie during college. 





Debating society 
magazine censored 
for Jewish joke 
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magazine, with the quote either 
cut or blacked out from the remaining 
copies. Faller stated that the comment 
was “irreverant’’, “not intended to be 
anti-semetic,” and that the Phil was 
“terribly sorry for any offense.” 

The possibility of the Hist’s 
involvement in this matter was 
discussed by the CSC. When 
questioned by Trinity News, the Hist, 
Phil and CSC refused to be drawn on 
the details of this discussion. 

2FM researcher Laura Whelan 
was the first member of the media 
who attempted to track down the 
story, though this was denied by 
Faller in an interview with Trinity 
News. Ms Whelan confirmed that 
after a brief phone conversationin in 
which Faller refused to confirm that 
the offending material had been 
printed, the society president became 
unreachable. 

Whelan then passed the lead 
onto Niamh Sweeney, an ex- 
committee member of the Historical 
Society, and a member of the RTE 
news team. Her pursuit of the issue 
eventually led to the said appearance 
on The Gerry Ryan Show. She also 
attempted to contact Faller and also 
spoke to Student’s Union Education 


committee member of the Hist. 

Faller claimed that the 
comment had appeared in the 
Philander by mistake, and that the 
“inexperienced writer’ responsible 
for the material has been “disciplined 
severely,” and fined, “in accordance 
with college disciplinary 
procedures.” However, the program’s 
host Gerry Ryan was adamant that 
the author of what he called ‘this 
anally retentive joke’ should be 
expelled immediately from the 
society. 

While the investigation into the 
Phil is ongoing, Trintiy has released 
this statement to clear up its own 
position: “The comments in the 
University Philosophical magazine in 
no way reflect any attitude, position, 
or policy of Trinity College Dublin. 


On the foot of a complaint in 
relation to the offensive content of 
the publication, immediate action 
was taken by the Dublin University 
Central Societies Committee (CSC), 
the body responsible for the 
recognition of student societies 
within the College. An apology was 
issued to the complainant, and the 
offensive section of the publication, 
The Philanderer (sic) was censored 
and cut out of the publication. The 


replied, you mention that shit again and | will fuck you up His “editing interests” include ee pany pus dea as onus oe 
27th July 2007: On the Hist’s page the famous, and oft used nigga.” Vintage Ocean liners, Home star an Alt, S WESnEy aae Ea ee oe ee 20 
Trinity students’ for their offensive content.” 


in Hist publicity material, Ted Kennedy quote “The greatest of 
all the schools of orators” was changed to “the greatest of the 
showers of wankers”. 


26th March 2007: All text from the page of the World 
Universities Debating Championships was deleted. 


Ist March 2007: Thirteen separate edits were made to the 


14th February 2007: The words “is the most homosexual 
sport known to man’, was inserted into the article “Rowing 
(sport)”’. 


l Ith February 2007: The phrase “I hate everything that’s not 
White and Christian” were inserted between Newt Gingrich’s 
names. 


EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
12.00AM - LATE FRI €12/SAT €14 


LATEST CLUB IN DUBLIN 


runner cartoons, fire alarms and 
fire alarm control panels. On his 
website he boasts of the time he 
was allowed to pull the alarm 
during a fire drill. We hope that he 
made it to safety in time. 
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complacency, saying “they don’t give 
a damn” about the blatantly offensive 
comments. She then asked for an 
explanation as to why the “unfunny” 
material was printed. She also 
explained that while in college she 
was a member of the Phil and a 


Both the complaint to the CSC 
and RTE alledgedly came from the 
same individual, believed by an 
unnamed source to have come from 
within the Hist, due to its links with 
Niamh Sweeney. 
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Law Shock censored 





DEIRDRE ROBERTSON 
STAFF WRITER 





The Dublin University Law Society’s pub- 
lication, The Law Shock, was censored 
during Freshers’ Week for the portrayal of 
underage drinking by a committee member. 

A photo of one underage committee 
member was the reason for the complaint 
and subsequent withdrawal of the 
publication. A committee member is 
pictured in the magazine holding a bottle 
of beer, despite being only seventeen years 
old. 

They are responsible for organizing 
Law Day, the society’s biggest event, 
which is described next to her photo as a 
day of “charity and booze” that leaves you 
“so drunk you'll be incapable of 
saying...thanks, but I don’t want to have 
sex with you.” 

The Law Shock was the first publica- 
tion of the Law Society’s 74th Session. 
Midway through Freshers’ Week numerous 
copies had already been circulated, but the 
society was instructed not to distribute any 
more. 


The Auditrix of the Law Society, 
Ann-Marie Glynn, confirmed that the 
photograph was the reason for the 
withdrawal. Despite being a separate body 
from the Law Soc, the Law School were 
aware of the committee member’s age and 
told the Law Soc that they should pull the 
magazine. 

“It’s extremely frustrating”, said one 
member of the society, “I’m not sure what 
happened or how it happened”. The editor 
of The Law Shock was away when it 
happened during Freshers’ Week, but 
Glynn said “Everyone was taken by sur- 
prise.” 

The age of the committee member, 
she claims, was unknown to any of the 
other committee members until last week. 
The society, however, pulled the magazine 
as soon as they were made aware of the 
issue. “It’s unfortunate that it has come out 
like this” she said. 

Trinity’s alcohol policy states: 
“Students who are over the age of eighteen 
— and the vast majority of College students 
are in this category — are legally entitled to 
purchase and consume alcohol.” 

However it warns societies that “No 


DUP slams Ogra Shinn Féin 


“Brits out” poster causes controversy ahead of Paisley’s visit. 


DAVID MOLLOY 
COLLEGE NEWS EDITOR 





The Democratic Unionist Party has at- 
tacked the recent actions of Trinity’s Ogra 
Shinn Féin, ahead of a visit to Trinity by 
party leader Dr Ian Paisley. 

Ogra Shinn Féin caused much con- 
troversy during Freshers’ Week when they 
displayed posters containing the words 
“Brits Out”. The offending slogan was pic- 
tured on a banner in a prominent photo- 
graph. 

A spokesperson for the DUP told 
Trinity News “The comments from Sinn 
Féin are a grave insult to the thousands of 
people down through the years from North- 
ern Ireland and Great Britain who have 
gone to and enjoyed their time at Trinity 
College Dublin. Trinity has a proud repu- 
tation for being an inclusive and multicul- 
tural institution. People can judge for 
themselves the racist comments of Ogra 
Shin Féin.” 

Ogra Shinn Féin retaliated over the 
weekend, saying “We think no-one should 
take anything the DUP says on this issue 
seriously, as they’ve incorporated such big- 


Should the College 
have the right to 
censor student 
publications? 


Compiled by Martin 
McKenna 





lan Paisley, who will be speaking in Trinity 
on Friday October | 9th. 


otry into their politics for so long. These are 
the people who opposed equality legisla- 
tion and in terms of equality, they are the 
people opposing Irish language legislation 
in the North.” 

Trinity News had contacted Sinn 
Féin’s offices in Dublin City, and was told 
that the query had been passed on to the 











Nora Lynch 
JF Law 


Yes and no. It depends on what's 
being censored. In this case, the 
censorship was justified. If it's bla- 
tantly racist, it should be censored. 
You don’t want to send a message to 
Freshers that racism is OK. 


head of Ogra Shinn Féin in Trinity, Ms 
Caoimhe Ni Mhuilleoir. Ni Mhuilleoir told 
Trinity News “it’s completely and utterly 
ridiculous. I don’t think it’s right, we’re not 
a racist party” she said. 

OSF were instructed to remove re- 
cruitment posters containing the phrase 
from campus late in Freshers’ Week fol- 
lowing a number of complaints. Ni 
Mhuilleoir had previously told The Uni- 
versity Record that “Brits Out” was an 
acronym for “British Regiments, Inform- 
ers, Troops and Soldiers Out’. She further 
claimed that any other interpretation was 
an attempt to rouse anti-Republican senti- 
ments, a view which she reconfirmed on 
Saturday. 

However, comments on this claim on 
Ogra Shinn Féin’s official website noted 
“The Brits Out slogan can quite easily de- 
fended...in its own right rather than resort- 
ing to ridiculous made up acronyms that 
even long-term republicans have never 
heard of.” 

Ni Mhuilleoir believes the issue to be 
one of misunderstanding, where the photo- 
graph involved was of a peaceful protest. 
“People can read the Record and take their 
own opinion away” she said. 


Ely Afansyev 


SF History 


Maybe some ethical issues should 
be censored but not social or 
political questions. Of course there 
should be limits on what the 
College can censor. Maybe a group 
of half staff and half students should 
determine censorship 


The College Historical Society will 
be visited by the controversial party leader 
on Friday, 19 October, where he will give 
an address to 200 audience members. Dr 
Paisley was invited to a commemoration of 
the life and work of Edward Carson, who 
attended Trinity between 1874 and 1877. 

He was a prominent member of the 
Hist in the 1870s who is best known as one 
of the most famous Unionists. Carson’s 
statue stands before the front of the Stor- 
mont Building, Belfast. The event will be 
the first to honour Carson since the foun- 
dation of the Irish state. 

Auditor of the Hist, Tim Smyth, re- 
cently told the national press that it was 
time Carson was commemorated. “Every- 
one of note but Carson seems to have been 
some room or building or other, even 
though he is such a very major figure,” he 
said. 

The spokesperson for the DUP con- 
firmed that no problems are anticipated Dr 
Paisley’s trip, while Ni Mhuilleoir con- 
firmed that from OSF’s point of view, 
everything would go well. 

“We welcome any open meetings, 
and we think it’s great that he’s down 
here”, she said. 








Aoife Ni Chinneide 
H. Dip Applied Psychology 


I don’t think the College should be 
censoring unless it libellous. 
Someone has to decide otherwise 
they’Il get sued since they don’t 
have a solicitor to do it. 


by college authorities 


events should be organised which 
encourage the rapid consumption of 
alcohol, nor should alcohol be awarded as 
a prize or reward for competitive events.” 
The description of the underage committee 
member in question promises to “get your 
blood alcohol level to 13.7%.” 

The Dublin University Central 
Societies Committee is in charge of 
overseeing all College societies. Joseph 
O’Gorman, Honorary Treasurer of the 
CSC, says that this event has nothing to do 
with CSC and it is a matter purely for the 
Law Society, despite contravening the 
college alcohol policy. 

Glynn emphasised, “We are not 
supporting underage drinking. Nobody 
intended on putting out the image that we 
are supporting underage drinking”. Of this 
committee member, she said “she is very 
responsible and it is unfortunate that there 
is alcohol in the picture.” 

It is unclear what will now happen 
within the society. There is no rule that a 
committee member has to be over eighteen, 
but being underage may cause problems if 
she is organising certain events that need 
Gardai permission. The auditor says they 








Dublin University Law Socicty 


74th Session, 2007 / 2008 
The offending copy of the Law Shock 
do not know yet what will happen but they 


“will look into it and see how her age will 
impede her position.” 





Timetable delays 
disrupt first week 


DEARBHAIL STARR 
STAFF WRITER 





Many continuing students have 
been unable to retrieve their timeta- 
bles on the Student Information Sys- 
tem, the main method of accessing 
such records. 

The faculty with the most com- 
plaints seems to be the School of 
English, within which timetables 
were not available until as late as the 
Friday evening before the start of lec- 
tures. 

Even when timetables did ap- 
pear on notice boards in their com- 
plete form, they were listed in a 
complicated manner. Sophister 
courses were listed in a long tabled 
format, rather than a weekly 
timetable. A small number of students 
did not even have tutorials posted on 
their faculty notice boards. There 
have also been a number of clashes in 
tutorials and seminars. 

One upset student was told by 
the department “If you keep asking 
us, it won’t get done.” When asked to 


give a response on the timetable de- 
lays, Stephen Matterson, Head of the 
School of English, said “apart from a 
few minority options and two Junior 
Sophister one-term courses”, English 
students should have already been 
aware of their timetables by the end 
of Freshers’ Week. 

Mary McMahon of the Exami- 
nations and Timetables Office also 
stated that lecture timetables “were 
made available on the SIS/ TCD Por- 
tal on the Monday before Freshers’ 
Week.” 

In the case of many students, 
however, their timetables were sent to 
them by email at 18.50 on Friday 5 
October, with the beginning of lec- 
tures scheduled for Monday morning. 

Ms McMahon noted that ele- 
ments of the timetable may not have 
been completed so she advised stu- 
dents to “consult the notice boards in 
the relevant school, department or 
discipline for confirmation of their 
timetable details. 

There have been a number of 
changes during the first week of lec- 
tures. 











Sarah Arntz 


JS German and Film Studies 


I suppose the image of the College 
is important but students should 
have the right to express them- 
selves. There would have to be lim- 
its to what could be censored. A 
compromise between students and 
College would make more sense. 








Simon Dolphin 
JS Civil Engineering 


Since the societies fund it them- 
selves they should have no less free- 
dom than any other publication in 
the country. In one regard they are 
representing the College but they 
shouldn’t have to conform to the 
College’s view. 


collegenews@trinitynews.ie 
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Johnny Marr 
(pictured left), 
guitarist with the 
Smiths and 
Modest Mouse 
and considered 
by some to one 
of the greatest 
musicans, spoke 
to the University 
Philosophical 
Society during 
Freshers’ Week 
on 

Tuesday October 
2nd. He spoke 
about his career 
to date and his 
prospects for the 
future with 
Modest Mouse. 
Reportedly 

the band are in 
talks with ENTs 
and the Phil 
about playing the 
Trinity Ball next 
May. 











Cash-strapped neuroscience institute 
gets last-gasp corporate handout 


DAVID MOLLOY 
COLLEGE NEWS EDITOR 





The Trinity College Institute for 
Neuroscience has received a €14.6m 
corporate handout just days before they 
were due to come before the Finance 
Committee following months of financial 
problems. 

The Director of the Institute was 
required “to provide more refined 
budgetary estimates” to the Finance 
Committee on 11 October. On 3 October, 
just one week prior to the committee 
meeting, the € 14.6m investment on behalf 
of the GlaxosmithKline pharmaceutical 
company was announced. 

The financial difficulties of TCIN 
first came to light at a previous meeting on 
11 April 2007, at which the Pro-Dean of 


Research, Professor Prendergast, was 
present to explain excessive overspending 
within the Institute. 

The Finance Committee questioned 
the extent of expenditure over income and 
“related accountability issues”. They also 
discussed the fact that money which had 
been given to the Institute for building 
costs had been used to pay staff salaries. 

On that occasion the committee de- 
manded a guarantee from the institute that 
such extensive overspending would not 
happen again. Among other things, the 
committee recommended that if the 
activities of the institute were going to be 
sustainable, long-term funding was 
required. “The College should take every 
opportunity with both research funders and 
the Higher Education Authority to raise 
these issues”, the committee minutes noted. 

However, the HEA have decreased 


the general funding to the university as it 
was found to be “overfunded” by seven 
percent. 

On 27 June, the Finance Committee 
brought the finances of TCIN into question 
again when they discovered that the 
preliminary budget for July 2007 - 
December 2009 was found to have a 
significant deficit. The sustainability of the 
Institute was again brought into question. 
The committee instructed the Director of 
TCIN to prepare “refined” estimates for his 
budget, taking into account the allocation 
of Allocation Resource Allocation Model 
credits, which were part of what was 
termed “inadequate funding 
arrangements”, and the cost of the MRI 
scanning equipment, and to submit them to 
the Finance Committee meeting of the 11 
October. 

Though minutes from 11 October 


Pension scheme 
creates €90m deficit 


College Pension Fund lost €100m in four years, with 
funding from other sources used to plug the hole 


CONOR SULLIVAN 
STAFF WRITER 





Trinity News has learned that the college 
pension fund is insolvent. In the four years 
from 2001 to 2005 the fund has gone from 
a surplus of €6.9m to a deficit of €97.2m. 

Furthermore, shortfalls in the college 
pension fund have been funded from 
separate college resources, according to a 
confidential valuation report on the pension 
scheme by Mercer Human Resource 
Consulting leaked to Trinity News. The 
report was completed in 2005 and is the 
most recent valuation of the fund, the next 
valuation is due in 2009. 

A source within the college with 
knowledge of the scheme has told Trinity 
News that funds from the Strategic 
Innovation Scheme (SIS), amongst others, 
are being used to finance the shortfall in the 
scheme. The SIS is a fund that seeks to 
rejuvenate the university in non-capital 
intensive ways, such as funding research 
projects as opposed to new buildings. 
Trinity News’ source gave the example of a 
scholarship research team from the school 
of dentistry that had funding removed in 


collegenews@trinitynews.ie 


order to fund the pension scheme shortfall. 

The figures indicate that the fund has 
seen a loss of €100m in just four years. 
This is equivalent to a loss of € 1m every 
fortnight in the four years from 2001 to 
2005 

The college is obliged to prepare 
accounts in accordance with Generally 
Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP) 
which were introduced in the early 2000’s. 
To date the University’s pension fund 
liabilities were classed under 
“Miscellaneous”. Trinity News understands 
from a confidential source that KPMG, the 
University’s auditors, are refusing to toler- 
ate this oversight of GAAP any longer. 
They have requested that the pension 
deficit be shown in the colleges annual 
accounts, or they will refuse to approve the 
College’s financial statements. 

According to the report the scheme is 
only 72% solvent, that is the total value of 
the fund’s liabilities are equal to 72% of it’s 
assets. The report also states that “no 
allowance has been made ... for future early 
retirements” and it states that costs arising 
from future early retirements should be 
funded separately by college. In the past 
year alone there have been close to 20 early 


retirements in College. Other explanations 
for the shortfall include the possibility of 
bad investment decisions by the fund’s 
managers. The report states that the deficit 
is due to a combination of high salary 
growth and lower investment returns than 
calculated. 

Nevertheless it appears the college is 
undertaking to resolve the problem. Trinity 
News has learned that the University 
Secretary is in private talks with the 
Government to get the state to act as 
guarantor for Trinity’s Pension Scheme. 
This would mean that the fund would lose 
some of it’s independence and become 
more like schemes run in other universities 
like the NUI universities. 


For general information on 
Pensions rights and entitlements; 
contact the Pensions Board on 
(01) 613 1900 or email 
info@pensionsboard.ie 


have not yet been released, the first item on 
the agenda was a status update on previous 
instructions of the finance committee, 
which includes the actions of TCIN. 

The Institute has, however, managed 
to secure a large financial investment in 
order to research treatments for 
Alzheimer’s Disease. Not all of the fund- 
ing will go to the Institute, however. Na- 
tional University of Ireland Galway, has 
also secured itself a part in the program. 
Trinity and NUIG will work in a joint ven- 
ture with GlaxoSmithKline in the United 


Kingdom. 

The TCIN had previously received a 
massive grant from The Atlantic 
Philanthropists group, totaling 


€13,460,000. This grant expired in 
December 2006, just four months prior to 
the first investigation of TCIN’s finances. 

The magnetic resonance imaging 


scanners at the facility, which were praised 
highly in a recent college press release as 
“among the most advanced technologies 
available anywhere for neuroscience 
research” were highlighted by the Finance 
Committee as a major resource drain. The 
original budget allocated for the equipment 
was labelled as totally inadequate for the 
complex, high-end machinery. 

The recently resigned Treasurer, Ms 
Grace Dempsey, also told the Finance 
Committee on 11 April that the system in 
place for identifying overspending and 
keeping track of financial commitments 
was highly inadequate, having already 
been discussed several times previously, 
including four risk reviews of the 
Treasurer’s Office. She expressed the be- 
lief that the responsibility lay with the 
budget holders, rather than the Treasurer’s 
Office itself. 





Surge in new student 
connections brings 
down network 


THERESA RYAN 
STAFF WRITER 





Recent changes to the college net- 
work have increased login times and 
reduced the reliability of the network. 
Students wishing to connect their 
computer to the College wireless net- 
work will now do so using the self- 
service network access control 
system. 

The new authentication system was 
not able to cope with the number of 
requests for connections during the 
first week of term, and the authenti- 
cation process failed on Friday 5, 
Sunday 7, Monday 8 and Thursday 
11 October. 

Bartley Rock, the Students’ Union 
Education Officer, said that college is 
working towards providing a more 
secure, yet user friendly system for 
the students in the college and “it will 
mean that students will be able to rely 
more on the network than before.” 
This is the same system already in 
use in College residences and the Li- 
brary communal areas. However, all 
computers now require a lengthier 
authentication time for the pass- 
words, as a result of increased secu- 
rity measures being undertaken by 
the College. 

Using the internet now requires a the 
user to log in, wait for at least 40 sec- 


onds, and then restart their browser 
entirely. 

Further, the native Mac OSX 
browser, Safari, is not compatible 
with the new authentication proce- 
dure. Mac users must download and 
use Mozilla Firefox to authenticate 
themselves on the network. 

In the previous year, concerns were 
raised by various members of staff 
with regards to the Student Adminis- 
tration System, which hosts student 
records and student timetables, 
among other things. A source told 
Trinity News, that this system was 
“flawed from the beginning”. This 
has led to it being axed recently by 
the College Board. 

Early in 2007, IS Services introduced 
anew SPAM filtering service for the 
College email system. All mail com- 
ing into College is now filtered and 
quarantined by a Microsoft product 
called Exchange Hosted Services 
(EHS). While SPAM has been re- 
duced by 95%, there still remain in- 
tegration problems with the system. 
Initially many computers on campus 
did not have the correct proxies set up 
for the service, meaning that some 
students couldn’t access their emails 
through the college network, but had 
access through outside computers. IS 
services are working on this; how- 
ever, the process is not yet complete. 
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Trinity Professor 
to raise €2.5m 
for teen cancer 





Dr Owen Smith, one of the 
country’s leading haematologists, 
and Professor of Blood Disorders 
in Trinity College, is endeavouring 
to raise over €2.5million in an at- 
tempt to remedy the lack of med- 
ical infrastructure for adolescent 
cancer sufferers in Ireland. 

Around 140 teenagers develop 
cancer every year in Ireland, yet 
there is no specific system to cater 
for them directly. Adolescents 
with cancer may be cared for in ei- 
ther children’s or adult’s hospitals. 

Dr. Smith, the blood disorder 
specialist for five different Dublin 
hospitals, aims to build a specialist 
unit to provide for their separate 
needs in Our Lady’s Hospital for 
Sick Children by the end of 2008 
using privately raised funds. 

The project is not medically, 
but psychologically and socially, 
orientated. Dr. Smith attests that 
cancer sufferers have a better 
chance of defeating the disease 
with the support of their peers, and 
a more suitable environment. 

Smith’s fundraising effort is 
well underway, with almost half 
the €2.5million target already 
raised. 

Any contributions should be sent 
to Adolescent Blood and Cancer 
Unit, c/o Prof Owen Smith, De- 
partment of Haematology and On- 
cology, Our Lady’s Children’s, 
Crumlin, Dublin 12. 


Students’ Union 
stays in the black 


The Students’ Union has 
secured a major improvement in 
their financial situation following 
successful Freshers’ Week 
sponsorships. 

The Union raised over €33,000 
in corporate sponsorship money to 
cover all Union-organised Fresh- 
ers’ Week events. 

The Ents Officer Ed O’ Riordan 
secured backing from large 
companies such as Vodafone, 
while the Irish Times and others 
supported other Union activities, 
paying for events during the week, 
as well as providing the fresher 
packs that were supplied from the 
Students’ Union stand. 

The Union also bought a 
prominent and expensive new 
stand for Freshers’ Week this year. 
Though he could not give an exact 
figure, Student’s Union Education 
Officer Bartley Rock identified it 
as “a capital investment.” 

Student’s Union President 
Andrew Byrne claimed that the 
Union had received more 
sponsorship than ever before and 
had covered its costs despite a 
more than usually expensive 
Freshers’ Week, which included a 
“Pav party” with an ice cream van, 
a rented inflatable judo ring and a 
bungee run, all of which were 
available free to students. 

“This year our sponsorship 
dwarfed anything else brought in 
previously. “This has meant that 
after the rebranding, the Union is 
even stronger financially than it 
was several months ago.” 

In addition the Students’ Union 
finish Freshers’ Week with a 
deficit, which Byrne identifies as a 
positive beginning to the year. “It 
was the Union’s most successful 
Freshers’ Week ever, budget- 
wise’’, he claimed. 

In addition to the large finan- 
cial contributions, savings were 
made by the Union using free ma- 
terials for distribution. Welfare Of- 
ficer Una Faulkner received 2400 
“Think Contraception” tins from 
USI free of charge, for example. 
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NUIG Lecturer 
published in tax 
defaulters list 


The name of a lecturer in National 
University of Ireland Galway has 
appeared on a list of persons who 
have made settlements with the 
Revenue Commissioner for failure 
to pay taxes. Dr Riana O’ Dwyer, a 
lecturer with the English Depart- 
ment in NUIG, is stated on the list 
of tax defaulters as having given 
€ 101,554 to the Revenue Commis- 
sioner for “underdeclaration of in- 
come tax”. 

This is in relation to offshore assets 
and single-premium insurance 
products. The tax defaulters list is 
compiled and published by the 
Revenue Commissioner quarterly 
and details payments made to the 
Commissioner between March and 
June of this year. Dr O’ Dwyer ap- 
pears in part two of the list, which 
details where settlements were ac- 
cepted rather than where payments 
were imposed by the courts. A total 
of 136 names appear on part two 
the list, which shows that over 
€ 31.7 in settlements have been col- 
lected by the Commissioner. 

The list is made up of a number of 
builders and property developers, 
publicans, farmers and business- 
men. It also contains the name of 
former Fine Gael minister Michael 
Lowry, as well as the company 
Garuda Ltd, the refrigeration com- 
pany own by Lowry. Dr O’ Dwyer 
is the only university lecturer that 
appears on the list. 

Dr O’Dwyer was invited to com- 
ment but didn’t respond. 


Damien Foley 





e Continued from page 1 


Moreover, Morrisroe thinks it is 
“disgraceful” that Conlon failed to go 
through the regular USI procedures for the 
voicing of grievances. 

Morrisroe feels that his removal 
was “a completely political blood sport” 
and that his opponents “wanted a blood 
sacrifice. They really wanted me gone”. He 
added he “didn’t know if (he) could have 
continued in the role after this” as he is 
“not interested in an organisation that can’t 
see past its own fucking anger.” He then 
went on to say that he was “not given a fair 
chance” as he was “judged before [he] got 
in there”, and that the assembled delegates 
took no notice of the good he has brought 
to the organization. He also stated that 
despite setting up a task force to deal with 
the student accommodation crisis, and 
having more meetings in three months than 
the previous president had in six, he 
“apparently still suck(s).” 

Although the motion of no 
confidence was proposed by Shane Kelly, 
President of Waterford Institute of 
Technology Students’ Union, it was 
supported by the majority of delegates at 
the congress. However, Morrisroe feels 
that “the delegates have let students down. 
The people who made this decision did not 
have student interests at heart. With the 
exception of Trinity College (who held an 
unminuted meeting of their Students’ 
Union executive), none of the colleges 
talked to their students before making this 
decision.” To illustrate this, he gives the 
example of University College Cork, 
whose boards have been inundated with 
support for himself, he claims. 

Continuing with UCC, Morrisroe 
feels “completely betrayed” by his old 
alma mater, of which he was Students’ 
Union President only last year. He feels 
“incredibly angry” at the way UCC has 
treated him in neglecting to support him in 
the vote, maintaining that his successor as 
Students’ Union President Kris Mcelhinney 
has transformed a personal grievance into a 
political one. He maintains that the 
ordinary students of UCC will continue to 
support him as they “don’t take kindly to 
shafting people.” 

When asked why he feels he has 
ended up at the receiving end of the vote of 
no confidence, Morrisroe stated that he is 
“too trusting. While others can lie, I can’t 
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lama 


representative, 
not a politican. 


I’m not used 
to shafting 
people, 
unlike some 
others in the 
union. 


tell one person one thing and another the 
opposite. I am a representative, not a 
politican. I’m not used to shafting people, 
unlike some others in the union.” 

However, despite his grievances as to 
the way he was ousted, Morrisroe is very 
clear in his belief in the union if not its 
members. He “hopes that the USI has a 
future”, but fears it won’t if the people 
behind it remain in power. He believes that 
the union has “created huge problems for 
itself,’ and sees “no viable candidates for 
President, as although a member of the 
Officerboard is running for it, he’d be a 
complete disaster.” And when asked how 
he feels about any other accusers who may 
have co authored the document that caused 
his downfall, he replied that if there are 
such people, “may they rot in hell.” 





Morrisroe and Conlon out 


In an exclusive interview, USI ex-president Richard Morrisroe talks to 
Trinity News about the circumstances surrounding the motion of 
no-confidence run against him and his subsequent resignation. 








Wednesday October | 0th, 2007 
MEMO 


TO: RICHARD MORRISROE, PRESIDENT, USI 
CC:ALL CO PRESIDENTS 


Mr. President, 


It is with regret that we, the undersigned, feel compelled to call for your immediate resignation as President of the 
Union of Students in Ireland. 


Over the past several months, failings of your leadership have directly led to USI being placed in a series of untenable 
positions, outlined in greater detail below. 





In short, we believe that you lack the necessary skills to lead a national union. 


You have procrastinated all year on the major decisions, and bungled the minor ones. USI’s national directory has yet 
to be seen, because you failed to write your section. 


You have failed to keep the team together. What started as a year filled with promise has turned into a year where in- 
stead of campaigning, USI lurches from one crisis to another. You had 6 months notice of USI’s need to change offices, 
and bungled the process entirely through a lack of consultation, - to the extent that for two weeks, during the busiest 
period of the year for COs, USI officers have to work from home. 


You have failed repeatedly to consult with CO’s when requested to by members of the Officerboard, and when re- 
quested by CO’s themselves. You have repeatedly failed to care for, and listen to the concerns of members of your Of- 


ficerboard. 


Mr. President, it gives none of us who sign this document any pleasure to do so.We do it out of a deep conviction that 
this year can only be salvaged with a change of leadership. 


Therefore, we, the undersigned, formally express to you that we no longer have confidence in your leadership. 


We believe that the time has come for others to consider their position.We intend to support any motion of no con- 
fidence in you proposed to National Council. 


TES" ucc researcher calls for full STI testing 


Curious paradox 
of bathroom 
germs revealed in 
new study 


Students may be better off not 
washing their hands after using toi- 
let facilities in certain areas of Uni- 
versity College Cork, such is the 
high level of germs on 

the bathroom taps, according to a 
new study. 

Mary O’Neill of the Department of 
Cellular Biology told a 
post-graduate conference held in 
UCC last month of the “curious 
paradox” among the findings of her 
research into the dynamics of germ 
transmission in society. 

Ms O’Neill, who undertook the 
study with the possible implications 
for tackling the MRSA bacteria in 
hospitals in mind, collected sam- 
ples from across campus between 
November 2006 and February of 
this year. “It is potentially safer for 
students not to wash their hands 
after using the toilet facilities in cer- 
tain locations around the college’, 
she concluded. 

It is hoped her study and numerous 
others discussed at the conference 
will be discussed during the year at 
under-raduate lectures to promote 
the culture of research that has been 
cultivated in UCC during the past 
number of years. 


Don O’ Meara 


DON O’MEARA 
STAFF WRITER 





All students entering university should be 
required to provide proof that they are free 
of sexually transmitted infections, a Uni- 
versity College Cork researcher has 
claimed. 

Highlighting new interdisciplinary research 
between UCC’s Department of Medicine 
and Department of Sociology, Dr Denis 
Palk said current methods of tackling STIs 
rely too much on individuals taking the ini- 
tiative to be tested themselves. 

“I have advocated a proactive approach 
seen in tackling smallpox in the 1970’s or 
tuberculosis in the 1950’s”, he said. “I hope 
to present some of our findings in the fu- 
ture and ask for full testing of all students 
before they enter the university system. 

In the future we could potentially see stu- 
dents registering for the year and present- 
ing not only their subject choice and fees 
payment forms but also a medical certifcate 
to show they’ve been tested. It’s simply a 
matter of pragmatic responsibility.” 

Dr Palk’s research has shown that certain 
STIs only occur if penetration lasts longer 
than five minutes and he believes this has 
sociological behaviour implications. 
“Often in the past, sociologists tended to 
ignore many of the medical issues and, 
likewise medical practitioners ignored 
many of the sociological elements, much 
to the detriment of their study,” he said. 
“New research has yielded information 
which was often taken for granted.” 


The collaborative project aims to uncover 
some of the mystery behind the behaviour 
and spread of STIs in populations. It is 
hoped that the research will bridge the dis- 
tinct medical issues surrounding transmis- 
sion of disease and the sociological 
elements, which can vary the spread within 
populations. 

Dr. Patrick O’ Shea of the UCC Department 
of Microbiology believes the interdiscipli- 
nary initiative could in the future impact on 
public policy surrounding control of STIs. 
Dr. O’Shea has been tackling these issues 
for almost four years and raised the profile 
of UCC last year through his identification 
of two previously unidentified strains of 
syphilis-like STIs: Hennassia eideena and 
Keivina grantus. 

“The spread of STIs is one of the big prob- 
lems for Western science’, he said. 
“Whereas success has been seen in tackling 
many diseases such as polio, smallpox and 
TB, this has not been seen with STIs. The 
sociological issues of transmission are so 
complex we hope that this interdisciplinary 
initiative could yield promising results.” 
The research team was originally set up 
with the intention of assessing government 
policy on the issues of STIs, but, due to ini- 
tial positive assessments of work, its brief 
has been expanded to collaborate with 
other European research networks, another 
move which should help tackling the prob- 
lem of STI infection today. 
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Iranian President Shocks and 
Awes American Students 


MELANIE KRESS 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 





Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
spoke at Columbia University on Septem- 
ber 25th. Earlier this year, the university’s 
president, Lee C. Bollinger, extended an in- 
vitation to the extremely controversial 
leader to participate in Columbia’s World 
Leaders Forum, amidst a flurry of objec- 
tions from prominent members of New 
York City’s Jewish community and Co- 
lumbia’s student population. 

Large, stern posters quoting Ah- 
madinejad in his desires to wipe the state 
of Israel off the planet, his doubts about of 
the Holocaust as a historical event, and his 
opinions on homosexuals and women were 
put up in my apartment building’s elevator 
days before his arrival, located directly 
across the street from Columbia’s main 
campus. 

On the day of the event, I weaved my 
way through the crowd of tightly packed 
professors, protestors, neighbors, curious 
onlookers, and students, following the di- 
rections of the NYPD officers and clutch- 
ing my Columbia ID, as no one without a 


Students 


university identification or a press pass was 
allowed on campus for the majority of the 
day. Hundreds of protesters lined the streets 
outside the campus gates. 

Finally reaching main campus, I 
found a small open spot on the large lawn, 
in front of a huge screen that had been 
placed at the center of the campus plaza for 
those who had been unable to acquire tick- 
ets to the event occurring only two build- 
ings away. 

Reactionary posters, ranging from 
pictures of Ahmadinejad with a line 
through his face, a caricature of him with a 
pigs face, and multiple Iranian flags de- 
claring “No War in Iran”, were displayed 
by protesters. One poster declared that 
George Bush was the real problem. 

Half an hour late, the forum com- 
menced with Columbia University Presi- 
dent David Bollinger, who gave a pithy, 
articulate, and scathingly questioning and 
accusatory introductory speech. 

“It is a critical premise of freedom of 
speech that we do not honor the dishonor- 
able when we open our public forum to 
their voices,” President Bollinger said, di- 
rectly responding to the many protesting 
that Ahmadinejad should have ever been 





for sale 


Students are selling their brains and bodies 
for a tidy profit according to the Cambridge 
student newspaper Varsity 


KATHERIBE FAULKNER 
NEWS EDITOR, VARSITY 





A Varsity investigation into Cambridge stu- 
dent jobs has uncovered undergraduates 
working as prostitutes and strippers during 
term time, as well as a plethora of students 
selling essays and dates for cash. 

One Cambridge student has admitted 
to spending her first undergraduate year 
working as a call girl, charging £50 per 
hour. Unbeknown to her friends, the final- 
ist slept with between 40 and 50 men for 
money over two months, and once with 
seven men in a single night. 

“I did have a day job at the same 
time, but it just wasn’t paying enough,” she 
told Varsity. “I met other students who did 
it too. Once you’ve done it, it is tempting. 
If you need quick, easy money, it’s there.” 
The student, who has since given up the 
practice, said that she would get calls out 
to students “maybe once or twice a fort- 
night. 

Another cash-strapped undergraduate 
traveled to a northern city on weekends to 
strip for clients in return for up to £100 per 


dance. 

“It can be so degrading,” she admits, 
“but, when I’m home, I’m not going to 
stack shelves at Morrison’s for £5.50 an 
hour when I could do this. There are the 
moments I really don’t want to do it, but it 
is certainly character building. My worst 
fear is dancing up there in front of some- 
one I know, but everyone has to do it.” 

Takemetodinner.com claim that 450 
Cambridge students and alumni are mem- 
bers of their escorting site, which was for- 
merly known as Oxbridge Escorts. Of 
these, 342 advertise escorting services, 
charging anywhere up to £300 for a single 
date. The company pride themselves on 
their selection of “elite dates”, a status re- 
served for Oxbridge and ‘Ivy League’ edu- 
cated escorts. 

But they claim that despite the high 
prices and suggestive profiles the website 
“has always been and always will be 
strictly a dinner date service”, and that “in- 
appropriate behaviour will not be toler- 
ated”. 

Even more widespread was the com- 
pletion of work for the Oxbridge Essays 
service, a practice which the university has 
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invited to the university. “To hold other- 
wise would make vigorous debate impos- 
sible.” 

Mr. Bollinger then stepped down to 
allow President Ahmadinejad to speak, 
through the voice of a female translator. 
Ahmadinejad immediately condemned the 
absolute lack of respect Bollinger had 
shown for himself, declaring it contradic- 
tory to Bollinger’s righteous claims of the 
preservation of the integrity of the freedom 
of speech. 

“Nonetheless, I should not begin by 
being affected by this unfriendly treat- 
ment”, he said, before launching into what 
proved a highly controversial speech, typ- 
ical of the Iranian President, whose denial 
of the Holocaust and heavy bravado against 
the US has made him labeled a madman in 
the West. 

On the American government’s ob- 
jection to his country creating the ingredi- 
ents for nuclear arms, the President was 
quick to point the finger back at the US: “If 
you have created the fifth generation of 
atomic bombs and are testing them already, 
who are you to question other people who 
just want nuclear power. I think the politi- 
cians who are after atomic bombs, politi- 


cally, they’re backwards. Retarded.” 

His assertion, however, that in Iran 
“we don’t have homosexuals’, the blatant 
lies about the Iranian government’s treat- 
ment of women and arrests of dissident in- 
tellectuals in the country reminded us all of 
his status as, as Bollinger termed him, a 
“petty and cruel dictator”. 

The most intriguing and frightening 
aspect of the entire event was Ahmadine- 
jad’s entrancing and professional skills as 
an orator. Even an audience extremely bi- 
ased against him was found clapping, and 
even cheering, for many of the points he 
raised, only to often quietly realize imme- 
diately afterward what they had been 
drawn into. 

He was a captivating and convincing 
speaker, which only emphasized the point 
that, in order to wield so much power, es- 
pecially for cruel dictatorial purposes, one 
requires a great deal of intelligence, train- 
ing, and innate skill. The juxtaposition be- 
tween his convincing eloquence and our 
own president’s bumbling incompetence 
was unnerving. 





condemned as “cheating, or complicit with 
cheating.” John Foster, head of sales at 
Oxbridge Essays, estimates that the com- 
pany has “at least 500” Cambridge students 
and alumni on their books. 

One student claimed to have made 
£2,000 by selling essays to the company, 
but said he could make up to £200 per 
week. “If someone’s stupid enough to buy 
essays on the internet, then I don’t really 
care about their economic future,” he said. 

Some Cambridge graduate students 
are even on “scholarships” of up to £10,000 
per year, which they pay back to the com- 


pany by writing briefs. 

The university’s board of graduate 
studies is looking to modify its existing 
plagiarism clause in order to prohibit this, 
calling the scheme “an attempt to deliber- 
ately degrade the academic integrity of the 
university.” 

“That’s a fairly ludicrous and ill-con- 
sidered statement,” said Foster. “The fact 
is that most people just can’t get that 
money elsewhere. They face a stark choice 
between getting some funding and not 
doing postgraduate study at all.” 
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Japanese invest in English 
Universities 


Twelve universities in the UK are to benefit from a € 3.6 million donation to 
research and study modern Japan. The money has been donated by the Nippon 
foundation, an independent funding body based in Tokyo and is to be used to 
fund thirteen teaching and research posts spread across the chosen institutions. 

The aim is to improve British understanding of the politics and eco- 
nomics of Japan as well as its culture, with a view to maintaining and build- 
ing on the trade and technological relationship between the two countries. 
Oxford, Cambridge and the School of Oriental and African studies are amongst 
the universities receiving a share of the funding. 

Up until this year, one-sixth of all students graduating in Oriental and 
Japanese studies in the UK were educated at Durham but in 2004 the depart- 
ment there stopped taking on new students due to a lack of funding. 

In a message read at the launch of the program, the Chairman of the Nip- 
pon foundation, Yohei Sasakawa, explained: “The United Kingdom has been 
a leader in Europe in Japanese studies and has played a vital role in their pro- 
motion and development within Europe, and indeed, the world. We hope that, 
through this programme, the United Kingdom will again become the princi- 
pal focus for research and scholarship, setting an example for other European 
countries to follow.” 

Kerensa Slade 


TEHRAN UNIVERSITY 





Iranian students protest 
for equal treatment 


Student leaders called on Iranian President Ahmadinejad to meet with them 
after making a speech at Tehran University, sparking a demonstration outside 
the venue. 

Hundreds of pro and anti-government protesters gathered on campus, 
according to the BBC, whose correspondent, along with all members of the 
press, were locked outside the university gates. 

Nonetheless, the BBC’s Jon Leyne saw the two parties of demonstrators 
through the gates, and heard the government opponents chanting “Death to 
the dictator”. Reports say that police used tear gas on the crowd when they 
tried to force their way into the hall. Scuffles broke out between the two fac- 
tions. 

Demonstrators also tried to prevent Ahmadinejad from leaving the uni- 
versity. According to Fox News, the Iranian independent daily, Etemad Melli, 
published a photo of the student protesters holding a sign reading “We also 
have questions, why only Columbia?” , referring to the Iranian President’s visit 
to the United States in late September, where he told students at Columbia 
University in New York City that “Iranians are free”. 

“I wish Ahmadinejad could mange the country in a softer and flexible 
way as he claimed at Columbia University,” said Milad Niazi, 21-year-old 
chemistry student at Tehran Azad University. 

Parts of his speech which were seen as critical of former President 
Hashimi Rafsanjani may have been censored out from state-run television. 
Baillie Card 
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Trinity Student Abroad: 
Sheila Lynch 


Is it possible to be a born-again fresher? I certainly felt akin to such a thing as 
I walked through Front Square during Fresher’s week this year. I studied in 
Universiteit Leiden, the Netherlands as an Erasmus student for all of last year 
and Trinity now feels like foreign ground. During my first few days back it felt 
like everything had changed; the Buttery is now a sleek cosmopolitan café, 
I’m in final year and I feel like a stranger in my own college. 

Gradually I’m re-adjusting. The novelty of effortlessly understanding 
everything is wearing off, I’ve stopped complaining about the litter, the poor 
infrastructure and the expense of Dublin and I’ve found that all my friends 
have not disappeared into the library permanently as I had initially feared. I 
made a few initial discreet enquiries about any births, marriages, deaths and 
messy break-ups so I haven’t made any major social faux pas just yet. I also 
discovered that nothing has changed. For all those worried about missing out 
on ‘so much’ if they go away for a year, I can re-assure you don’t miss out on 
anything maybe a few 21*, the occasional odd scandal or impossible essay but 
nothing worth sacrificing a year in Europe or the States for. 

I’m finding it difficult to re-adjust to being one of a hundred in a vast lec- 
ture. In Leiden it was mostly small classes and tutorials depending on depart- 
ment and subject. I had one particularly crazy Dutch professor of Philosophy 
who used to read us St. Thomas Aquinas in the original despite the fact that 
none of us spoke Latin. His disgust in discovering that I didn’t speak Latin 
despite my Jesuit education was only surpassed by his disgust upon discover- 
ing that the Oxford student didn’t speak Latin either. He was a little nuts and 
old-fashioned, so much so that the faculty in Trinity seems positively modern 
and progressive in comparison. 

After such small groups in the Netherlands, lectures here now feel so 
vast and impersonal. I am merely one in a sea of faces, though there are ad- 
vantages. I shall revel in my anonymity this year and enjoy the fact I can get 
away with sleeping in. 

Sheila Lynch 
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grant system 





With thousands of students being left without the means 
to live during the college year, Trinity News investigates 
the inadequacies of the current student grant system 


EIMEAR CROWE 
NEWS FEATURES EDITOR 





The Union of Students in Ireland (USI) 
launched a Student Grant Campaign in 
Galway last Friday which was attended by 
student representatives from universities 
across the country. The campaign seeks to 
highlight the inadequacies of the current 
student grant system and is calling on the 
government to establish a centralised grant 
system which will ensure that grants are 
given to students on time, at the very be- 
ginning of the academic year. The cam- 
paign includes a petition in which students 
are asked to send postcards to their local 
TDs seeking support for such a reform of 
the grant system. 

The problems with the current 
system of student grants are manifold and a 
reform for such a system has been a central 
concern of the USI for many years now. 
Talking to Trinity News, USI president 
Richard Morrisroe cited the inefficiency of 
the current grant allocation system as its 
fundamental flaw, one which is most detri- 
mental to student welfare. The local au- 
thorities, who deal with grant applications, 
can take weeks to process applications 
meaning that many students will not re- 
ceive their grant cheque until nearly the end 
of the first term. According to Morrisroe, 
‘the delay in getting grants out to students 
is utterly unacceptable. The beginning of 
the first term is the most expensive time of 
the year for students, with hundreds of 
Euro needed for course books, fees and 
other course materials. It’s absurd that stu- 
dents are being left without enough money 
to live at such a time’. 

Speaking from the campaign 
launch in Galway, TCD Students’ Union 
(SU) Welfare Officer Una Faulkner told 
Trinity News that she has had to deal with 
the problem of students who have not yet 
received their grant cheque every day: ‘the 
student grant, as inadequate as it can be, 
means an awful lot to a great number of 


Trinity 


PAUL EARLIE 
STAFF WRITER 





The University of Dublin, Trinity College 
has been awarded The Sunday Times Irish 
University of the Year 2007, according to 
a report published this month by The Sun- 
day Times. 

The findings, released under The 
Sunday Time University Guide 2007, rank 
universities according to twenty-five key 
criteria, with an emphasis on all-round ac- 
ademic excellence and student satisfaction. 
With a total score of 602 points, The Sun- 
day Times noted that Trinity “has recorded 
consistent excellence across several key in- 
dicators”’, citing the university’s ability to 
attract high-performing Leaving Certificate 
students and its wide array of student serv- 
ices, in particular its new state-of-the-art 
Sports Centre, as the primary reasons for 
the award. 

In addition, Trinity College, Dublin 
topped the Irish University League Tables 
— also provided by The Sunday Times - for 
the fifth year in a row. 

The Sunday Times University Guide 
2007 is just one of several university 
league tables published on an annual basis. 
In the Shanghai Jiao Tong University’s Ac- 
ademic Ranking of World Universities 
(ARWU) 2007, published earlier this year, 
Trinity again ranks highest among Irish 
universities, though it has failed to gain 


students and it is incredibly important that 
the students who need such a grant receive 
it on time’. She believes that if not rectified 
soon the grant situation ‘will only get 
worse, with some students waiting for 
many weeks until they receive their 
money’. She added that “being in this kind 
of situation can be hugely detrimental to a 
student’s mental and physical well being. 
The stress of being in a financial crisis 
while studying results in the student expe- 
riencing serious anxiety and worries...and 
is something which I see on a daily basis’. 
The reason for the delay in grants 
is the lack of a proper administrative sys- 
tem in dealing with the applications. The 
applications are processed in a student’s 
local County Council, which on the most 
part are under resourced, with very few 
staff working on grant administration. Thus 
it can take several weeks for a grant appli- 
cation to be processed. Furthermore, the 
grant application form is notoriously long 
and complicated, meaning that many stu- 
dents accidentally complete the form in- 
correctly. This therefore delays the process 
even further as, after weeks of initial pro- 
cessing, the form has to be sent back to stu- 
dents, re-submitted and _ re-processed. 
Morrisroe called the complexity of the 
grant application form ‘ridiculous’ and 
cited the example of how if students do not 
write the letters ‘N/A’ in one small section 
of the form, the form is sent back to stu- 
dents. Faulkner explained that the com- 
plexity of the form is a major problem for 
incoming first years, as the deadline for the 
completion of the 16 page application form 
is the 31st of August. According to 
Faulkner, this deadline is ‘far too soon for 
the majority of incoming students as they 
have just received their Leaving Cert re- 
sults as well as their CAO places. They 
have so many decisions to make and 
changes occurring that many simply don’t 
have the time to go through the arduous 
task of completing the form correctly’. 
The main aim of the USI Grant 
Campaign is for grants to be paid to stu- 


ranks 


ground on last year’s position. In this 
league table Trinity ranked among a large 
group of universities, occupying the 203- 
304 band of the world’s top higher-level in- 
stitutions. Commenting on Trinity’s 
performance in Shanghai Jiao Tong’s 
ARWU, a spokesperson for the university 
said: “Such a high ranking is an achieve- 
ment for a university such as ours in a 
small country competing internationally 
with much larger and better-resourced uni- 
versities.” Trinity shares the 203-304 
bracket with Belfast’s Queen’s University, 
while University College Dublin and Uni- 
versity College Cork occupy the 305-401 
and 402-508 bands respectively. 

The use of such international “league 
tables”, however, continues to court con- 
troversy among members of the wider ac- 
ademic community. Though it is 
maintained that such rankings aid student 
choice and offer objective information an- 
tidotal to the sometimes extreme claims 
made in university prospectuses, it is also 
frequently pointed out that such tables are 
biased towards older, wealthier universities 
and that they try to measure something 
which cannot, in fact, be measured. One 
academic from Southampton Solent Uni- 
versity argues: “There can never be perfect, 
or even adequate, information about qual- 
ity, mainly because there is not agreement 
across higher education either about what 
is meant by quality or about how it should 
be measured.” 





dents on time. According to the USI, such 
an aim will be achieved if the complexity 
of the application form is removed and the 
responsibility for the processing of grant 
applications is taken away from the 66 
local authorities who currently award 
grants and centralized instead in one gov- 
ernment department. The USI campaign is 
also calling for the grant threshold to be in- 
creased and for other factors, such as the 
cost of child care, to be taken into account 
when issuing grants because, according to 
Morrisroe, for most students the grant does 
not even cover the cost of rent. 

The campaign is focused on urg- 
ing the Minister of Education, Mary Hani- 
fan, to honour a pledge she made in 
February 2006 following the USI’s Lobby 
of the Oireachtas that the student grants 
system would be overhauled that all stu- 
dent grants would be issued to students on 
time. These pledges were to be outlined in 
Hanifan’s ‘Student Support Bill’ which she 
promised would be put before the Dail in 
the Autumn of this year, but which has yet 
to be published. Such a bill will aim to en- 
sure that all student grants are in place at 
the very beginning of the college year and 
plans to remove the responsibility for stu- 
dents grants from the County Councils and 
to place this responsibility within the Vo- 
cational Education Committees (VECs) in- 
stead. 

The USI campaign is calling for this Stu- 
dent Support Bill to be published as soon 
as possible and is also highlighting the in- 
adequacies of some of its proposals. In an 
interview with Trinity News, former 
TCDSU president and founder of my- 
grant.ie (a website which aims to aid stu- 
dents in overcoming the complexity of the 
grant application process), Dónal McCor- 
mack said that while he is very much in 
favour of the Bill ’s proposal to ensure early 
delivery of grants, Hanifan’s proposal to 
move the grant administration to the VECs 
is ‘nothing short of idiotic’. Richard Mor- 
risroe further explained that such a move 
of grant administration from the 66 County 


Councils to the 33 VECs will retain the 
flaws of the existing system and will be just 
as inefficient. Instead, the USI suggests that 
centralising the system in the Department 
of Social and Family Affairs would be a far 
more efficient system, as well as costing 
the government a fraction of what it cur- 
rently costs to administer the grants system. 

Emma, a Senior Sophister Psy- 
chology student, told Trinity News that 
while she thought her County Council is 
‘as efficient as it can be’ in processing her 
grant application, she felt that because she 
cannot complete the form with the Col- 
lege’s stamp until after registration, she is 
inevitably left strapped for cash during the 
expensive first few weeks of the College 
year. She believes that a system should be 
put in place where the student receives 
his/her grant on the first day of term. She 
added that the size of her grant has not 
changed considerably over her four years 
in Trinity, even though the cost of her ac- 
commodation has increased every year. 





She believes that the size of the student 
grant needs to be reassessed by the gov- 
ernment with the ‘realistic evaluation of 
how much it costs the modern student to 
live and study’ in mind. She also added that 
the ways of assessing grant applicability 
needs to be reformed as ‘a lot of my friends 
who really do need a grant are denied one, 
while it seems that some people who re- 
ceive grants are less worthy of them’. 

The problem of late grants is one 
which affects students across campuses. 
Colette, a third year Law student in UCD, 
is entering her fifth week of term and is yet 
to receive her grant: ‘there is still no indi- 
cation from my County Council as to when 
the grant payment will come through. I 
have had to work double the hours I usu- 
ally would in my part time job just to keep 
me ticking over the last few weeks and am 
completely stressed out as a result’. When 
informed of the proposed Student Support 
Bill, Colette said that it sounded ‘great’ and 
was ‘a long time over due’. However, she 


also believes that the method of grant as- 
sessment is in need of reform: ‘a friend of 
mine who lives just a couple of miles down 
the road from me receives double the grant 
I do because she lives just outside a 15 mile 
radius of College while I live just inside 
this radius. It’s farcical’. 

According to Morrisroe, the Stu- 
dent Support Bill should be published 
within the next few weeks. Students look- 
ing for information on student grants can 
go to Www.mygrant.ie, www.education.ie 
and www.citizeninformation.ie. Donal Mc- 
Cormack of mygrant.ie emphasises that the 
student grant is not the only source of fund- 
ing available to students. The Student As- 
sistance Fund exists to assist any students 
facing financial difficulties during the year. 
For more information on the Student As- 
sistance Fund contact the Senior Tutor’s 
Office or the TCDSU Welfare Office. 


est amongst Irish universities 


Most of the controversy stems from 
the varying methodologies used by institu- 
tions in order to rank universities on an in- 
ternational level. The methodology adopted 
by the Shanghai Jiao Tong University, for 
instance, scores a university out of 100% 
based on several key indicators including 
number of academic citations, staff and 
alumni winning Nobel Prizes and Field 
Medals, research output, and “Academic 
performance with respect to the size of an 
institution.” By contrast, The Sunday 
Times University Guide places emphasis 
on nine key performance areas such as stu- 
dent satisfaction, teaching excellence, peer 
assessment, research quality, and the num- 
ber of students who remain unemployed six 
months after graduation. These variances 
in methodologies often lead to discrepan- 
cies in a university’s rankings across dif- 
ferent league tables. In 2006, for example, 
Trinity was ranked 78th in the world by 
The Times Higher Education Supplement 
in comparison to this year’s report by the 
Shanghai Jiao Tong University, which 
places Trinity in the much lower 203-304 
bracket. 

Commenting Trinity’s ranking in the 
recently published University League Ta- 
bles, Provost of Trinity College, Dublin, Dr 
John Hegarty, said: “The ranking reflects 
the high calibre of students the university 
continues to attract and the quality of 
courses and teaching it offers those stu- 
dents.” 
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The Sunday 
Times noted 
that Trinity “has 
recorded 
consistent 
excellence 
across several 
key indicators” 
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How Trinity Compares 





Sunday Times Irish University 
Rankings 2007 


l. Trinity College Dublin 

2. University College Cork 

3. University College Dublin 

4. Dublin City University 

5. National University of Ireland, Gal- 
way 

6. University of Limerick 

7. National University of Ireland, 
Maynooth 

8. Dublin Institute of Technology 

9. Galway-Mayo Institute of Technol- 
ogy 

10. Cork Institute of Technology 


Shanghai Jiao Tong Univer- 
sity’s Academic Ranking of 
World Universities 2007 


Where Trinity ranks: 
Top 203 — 304 Universities 


Top Ten: 

|. Harvard University 

2. Stanford University 

3. University of California, Berkeley 


4. University of Cambridge 

5. Massachusetts Institute of Technol- 
ogy (MIT) 

6. California Institute of Technology 
7. Colombia University 

8. Princeton University 

9. University of Chicago 

10. University of Oxford 


Times Higher Education Sup- 
plement (THES) Rankings 
2006 


Where Trinity Ranks: 
Number 78 


Top Ten: 

|. Harvard University 

2. University of Cambridge 

3. University of Oxford 

4=Yale University 

4= Massachusetts Institute of Technol- 
ogy (MIT) 

6. Stanford University 

7. California Institute of Technology 
8. University of California, Berkeley 
9. Imperial College London 

10. Princeton University 
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Twenty-five years of Trinity LGBT 


RONAN HODSON 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 





This Freshers’ Week saw dozens of stands on 
Front Square noisily harassing beleaguered 
freshmen into joining dozens of societies, with 
promises of year long fun, instant friendship and 
so much free booze. Each were especially 
appealing in its own way, and each utterly samey. 
Why? Because it’s been quite the same every 
year since the Campanile was a sandstone acorn. 
Except for one society, which is special and 
exciting not because it is new but because it is so 
surprisingly old. 

When I experienced my first Freshers’ 
Week almost a decade ago, there was one society 
on my mind from the outset, even before I 
spotted its drab and distinctly avoided looking 
stand. There, with a generous gap on either side, 
was an undecorated table, with a single A4 sheet 
hanging desolately from it, reading “LGB 
Society” (as it was then called). This grey and 
sorry stand protected from the crowd a terrified 
looking chap who had the demeanour of one 


An Sam 


SEAMUS CONBOY 
UACHTARAN, AN GCUMANN GAELACH 





Bhuel, Ta suil agam gur bhain sibh sult as Fresh- 
ers Week leis an gCumann Gaelach. Nil dabht ar 
bith faoi ach gurb é an Céilí 1 Front Square ceann 
de buachphointi na seachtaine, breis is 300 duine 
ag damhsa ‘s ag léimt timpeall, agus ceol den 
scoth á sheint. Nil a leithead feicthe 1 gColáiste 
na Tríonóide riamh cheanna, ach bíodh tú cinnte 
go feicfear arís!!! 

Tá an Chumann chun tús ceart a chuir 
leis an bliain le EGM agus Fáiltiú tús na bliana i 
seomra caidreamh an Hist ar an Máirt an 16ú. Tá 
oifigeach nó dhó nua le bheith tofa ag an gcruin- 
niu, agus beidh ceol agus craic againn 1 gClub 
Conradh na Gaeilge ina ndiaidh. 

Má feiceann tú slua ag iompar cónra 
timpeall Front Square ar an oiche roimh Oíche 
Shamhna, ná bíodh eagla ort. Níl ann ach an Tór- 
ramh, the FAKE WAKE, ceann de imeachtaí ba 


expecting a kick to the head from any angle. Of 
course, he was in no danger - not even of verbal 
abuse - but he was not comfortable, and neither 
was I. I didn’t join.Now, mentally plot a vector 
from the boisterously unabashed horde of queers 
you might have seen on Front Square this year, to 
the cowering martyr in 1999, and extend it all the 
way back - to 1982. 

I don’t know how Freshers’ Week went in 
°82, but I do know that DU Gay Soc was 
officially set up in that year. Eleven years before 
the decriminalisation of homosexuality by a 
reluctant Fianna Fail government, and twenty 
years before gay marriage could seriously be 
mooted as a possibility for Irish society — a group 
of Trinity students convinced the College to 
recognise and fund them just for being gay. 25 
years later, DU Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 
Transgender Society, inheritors of the pioneering 
courage and initiative shown by the long 
forgotten students who founded DU Gay Soc, are 
filled with pride, and moved to immoderate 
celebration. 

And that’s not all we have to be proud of, 
nor indeed should our gay students alone be 


ain savage 
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chailiula a eagraionn an Cumann. Beidh 
Piobaire, braon fuisce agus amhranaiocht ar an 
sean-nos ann. 

Lads, hope you all had a great week 
with An Cumann Gaelach in Fresher’s Week. 
The céili in Front Square was definitely one of 
the highlights, but be assured, there’s more to 
come. Over the coming weeks you can look for- 
ward to our EGM and year-opening meeting. If 
you want to take up the opportunity to get more 
involved with An Cumann Gaelach, be sure to be 
there, as there are new officers to elect and sub- 
committees to be formed. Afterwards, we’ll head 
on to Club Conradh na Gaeilge, for the usual 
Tuesday night trad session. 

One of Trinity’s strangest traditions is 
An Cumann Gaelach’s FAKE WAKE, to be held 
on the evening before Halloween. Don’t be 
alarmed by a piper leading a Funeral procession 
around Front Square, but be sure to join in, as it 
always proves to be quite the night! 

Bigi linn!!! 


proud. The record of this College, its students 
and staff in advocating and advancing LGBT 
rights in Ireland is astounding, and absolutely 
unequalled. And it didn’t begin with the Gay Soc, 
the way to which was paved by a dashing and 
brilliant English student in the 1970’s who, along 
with some like-minded coevals, set up the Sexual 
Liberation Movement. The English student was 
David Norris, and the Sexual Liberation 
Movement was the nucleation point for gay 
rights activism in Ireland, and the forerunner of 
DU Gay Soc. 

David Norris went on to found the 
Campaign for Homosexual Law Reform along 
with then Reid Professor of Law, one Mary 
McAleese, and later took on the former Reid 
Professor, one Mary Robinson, as legal advisor. 
Our present Reid Professor and newest Senator, 
Ivana Bacik, acted as counsel for Katherine 
Zappone and Ann Louise Gilligan in their High 
Court case for recognition of their marriage, 
along with fellow Trinity Law lecturer, Gerard 
Hogan. 

DU Gay Soc, now DU LGBT Soc was the 
first gay student society in Ireland, and has 
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DUISS in the spotlight 


SOPHIE DAVIES 
DEPUTY SOCIETY NEWS EDITOR 





Auditrix: Anni Dai, Junior Sophister Law. 
Membership: 531 

Aims of the Society: Integration! The society 
was set up to help combat the isolation of for- 
eign students; they want to unite students from 
Ireland and all around the world with a series of 
social events and outings.Moving to a new city 
can be an unnerving and unsettling experience. 
They help international students settle in to 
Dublin life and are about promoting friendship 
and understanding between all students in Trin- 
ity. 

Facts and Figures: Of the 15300 students at 
Trinity, 10% are other European, 3% are North 
American, and 3% are from other countries. In 
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fact Trinity boasts up to 91 different nationali- 
ties in its student body; that’s 2448 students in 
Trinity who are not from Ireland. 

Greatest problems encountered: The majority 
of Irish students go home at the weekends, leav- 
ing international students isolated. 

Regular events: DUISS have Saturday trips 
planned to places of interest around Dublin and 
Ireland (like Bray); plus possible film and quiz 
nights. 

Plan for 2007/2008: To hold as many events as 
possible to create friendships and links between 
all students from different nationalities and fac- 
ulties within College. To show international stu- 
dents the cultural side of Ireland — the language, 
traditional music. To make sure international 
students have something to do at the weekends, 
and that they have made the most of their time in 
Ireland. DUISS are aware how scary it can be 


for a foreign student in Trinity, and so are pro- 
viding welcome information which include in- 
formation on Dublin buses, registering for your 
PPS number, using the Post Office and getting a 
bank account. They also want to help the Irish 
students meet people from other cultures. 
Greatest moment in society’s history: Initially 
when membership broke the 400 mark in Fresh- 
ers’ Week 2007! In 2006, membership was fewer 
than 100. However, more celebrations ensued 
when membership reached over 500 for the first 
time. 

Website: Currently under construction, and this 
time it seems this is true. It is still being updated 
with regular information on news and events, 
find it at http://duiss.org 

What to look forward to? Meeting new people 
and discovering things about Ireland and Dublin 
you never knew! 








always had an important role in the emergence 
of gay rights movements, as well as pushing for 
gay student representation in colleges throughout 
the country. Today, as the situation for Ireland’s 
gay community improves, the role of the Society 
is changing. While still active in LGBT politics, 
mainly through USI’s_ exceptional LGBT 
campaign, the Society is now more focused on 
catering to a growing, increasingly confident, 
and ever younger gay student population within 
Trinity. When I was a Fresher, the Society was 
mainly postgraduates and activists, and, in fact, I 
didn’t join until after my moderatorship. This 
Freshers’ Week, freshers will make up the bulk 
of our membership. Some will be confident, 
having come out in school; others will be 
terrified but hopeful. All need a college, staff and 
student body that supports LGBT colleagues. 

The LGBT Society have been celebrating 
its 25th Anniversary since Freshers’ Week and 
will continue all the way to Rainbow Week in 
January, and it wants you, whether you are 
undergrad, postgrad or staff - gay, straight or bi, 
to take part. Pride isn’t just for the gay. 


The 
Alternative 
Freshers’ 
Ball 


SOPHIE DAVIES 
DEPUTY SOCIETY NEWS EDITOR 





On Wednesday 17 October the Dublin 
University Rock Nostalgia Society and 
the Dublin University Internet Society 
will be hosting the Alternative Fresher’s 
Ball in the Village. 

A top-rate collection of bands 
will be playing from 5pm. First on are 
Halves fresh from their performance at 
Electric Picnic. Pete Pamf, a regular at 
the Village, follows by offering some 
rock’n’funk to the crowds before New 
Amusement takes the stage. New 
Amusement have been together since 
2007 and have already played a number 
of gigs, including Hard Working Class 
Heroes (a festival devoted to showcasing 
“the best of Irish music to an international 
industry audience and local discerning 
audiences”), much like the subsequent 
band Grand Pocket Orchestra, with their 
broodingly brilliant melancholic sound. 

Finally, Japanese Toys will be 
playing and a quick glance at their 
MySpace site will let you know their 
music can be best described as 
“emotional, catchy alternative rock with 
harmonies to die for.” To finish up 
Frankie Whelan will be on the decks until 
2.30. 

At €5 for members and € 10 
for everyone else, this is a night that 
won’t break the bank. 
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Tuesday 16 October 

Yoga: Classes 1-2pm. Suitable for beginners and 
more advanced. Room 50, Atrium. 

Capoeira: Classes 5-6.30pm in Regent House, €3. 
Falun Dafa: Exercise Classes 7-9pm, Room 50, 
Atrium. No experience necessary. 

Juggling: Practice 7-10pm for all types of juggling, 
Goldsmith Hall. 

Entrepreneurial: Dylan Collins comes to Trinity En- 
trepreneurial Society 7-9pm, Swift Theatre, Arts 
Building. 

An Cumman Gaelach: Ciorcal Comhra, 7-9pm, 
Seomra a hocht, The Atrium. 

Chess: Friendly games and some coaching, 7-9.45pm 
in the Maths Seminar Room 2.6, School of Maths, 
Hamilton Building. 

Trinity Ents: The Freshers’ Ball! Featuring Republic 
of Loose, Deloretos, Hysterio, Backlash DJs, SpinFM 
DJs, and Voxpop in 

Tripod, doors 10pm. 


Wednesday 17* October 

Food and Drink: Free Brunch! Present your member- 
ship card at the stand in the Arts Building and enjoy 
the free food and drink. 10am-2pm. 

Yoga: Classes 1-2pm. Suitable for beginners and 
more advanced, Room 50, Atrium. 

The Hist: Debate “This House Believes That There 
Should Be a United Ireland”, GMB 7.30pm. 

DURNS: The Alternative Freshers’ Ball, 9pm in The 
Village. 


Thursday 18* October 

Yoga: Classes 5.30-7pm, suitable for beginners and 
more advanced, Regent House. 

Falun Dafa: Exercise Classes 7-9pm, Room 50, 
Atrium. No experience necessary. 

DUBES: School Disco — bring out the old school uni- 
form for a messy night in the Turks Head, doors 
10pm, tickets €5. 


Friday 19" October 

The Hist: Reverend Ian Paisley Address, 2-3.30pm, 
GMB. 

Capoeira: Classes 4-5.30pm in Regent House, €3. 
Dance Society: Classes, Regent House, 7.30-9.30pm. 
AfroCaribbean Society: Drumming Classes in Eliz 
Room, first floor of House 6, from 6-7pm. 


Monday 22™ October 

Yoga: Classes 5.30-7pm, suitable for beginners and 
more advanced, Regent House. 

Japanese Society: Sushi Night 7-10pm in the Atrium. 
See what the Japanese society does. 


Tuesday 23"? October 

Yoga: Classes 1-2pm. Suitable for beginners and 
more advanced, Room 50, Atrium. 

Capoeira: Classes 5-6.30pm in Regent House, €3. 
Falun Dafa: Exercise Classes 7-9pm, Room 50, 
Atrium. No experience necessary. 

Juggling: Practice 7-10pm for all types of juggling, 
Goldsmith Hall. 

An Cumman Gaelach: Ciorcal Comhra, 7-9pm, 
Seomra a hocht. 

Chess: Friendly games and some coaching, 7-9.45pm 
in the Maths Seminar Room 2.6, School of Maths, 
Hamilton Building. 

DUBES: Careers evening featuring BESS Graduates 
from a variety of careers, 69m Emmet Theatre, fol- 
lowed by refreshments. 

Food and Drink: Secret Event from 7pm. Check out 
their website www.dufoodanddrink.com for more in- 
formation. Sexy times...? 

The Hist: Debate “This House Believes College Fees 
Should be Reintroduced”’, 7.30pm GMB 


Wednesday 24" October 

Yoga: Classes 1-2pm. Suitable for beginners and 
more advanced, Room 50, Atrium. 

The Hist: Burmese Prime Minister (in exile) Sein 
Win Address, 7.30pm GMB. 


Thursday 25" October 

Yoga: Classes 5.30-7pm, suitable for beginners and 
more advanced, Regent House. 

Falun Dafa: Exercise Classes 7-9pm, Room 50, 
Atrium. No experience necessary. 


Friday 26" October 

Capoeira: Classes 5-6.30pm in Regent House, €3. 
Dance Society: Classes, Regent House, 7.30-9.30pm. 
AfroCaribbean Society: Drumming Classes in Eliz 
Room, first floor of House 6, from 6-7pm. 


Monday 29" October 
Yoga: Classes 5.30-7pm, Regent House. 
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Christ’s angels 
on campus 





Christianity at College: A profile of the Christian 
groupings that attempt to recruit students from 
University of California at Davis 


LAUREN NORTON 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 





Hanging on the opposing walls of Haring 
2205 are twelve feet tall periodic tables. 
They stare imperiously at the two hundred 
students filling the rows of the lecture hall 
on this particular Thursday evening, but the 
heads bowed over the fold-out desks are 
oblivious to their catalogue of creation. A 
projector suspended from the ceiling hums 
in good faith, and as the words come into 
focus it becomes evident to the passerby 
that the assembled students are not balanc- 
ing equations. “We’re REAL people, With 
a REAL relationship, With a REAL God” 
read the words illuminated on the board, 
and as the words scroll down, two hundred 
pairs of lips move in prayer. 

A similar scene can be found most 
evenings on the UC Davis campus, where 
Christian faith-based organizations are 
gaining clout as students flock to their 
communities. Hemming in the students 
lazing on the grassy quad in the Northern 
California campus is an array of colorfully 
decorated sandwich boards, prepared by 
the Asian American Christian Fellowship, 
Campus Crusade for Christ, Davis Chris- 
tian Fellowship, Cal Aggie Christian Asso- 
ciation, College Life Christians and Grace 
Alive. They advertise the times and places 
of their meetings, retreats, pot luck lunches 
and organised speakers. At a campus 
renowned for its contribution to the sci- 
ences, it is difficult to understand the in- 
creasing frenzy among students to achieve 
“a REAL relationship, with a REAL God”. 
Interviews with involved students and As- 
sociate Professor of Religious Studies 
Keith Watenpaugh shed new light on this 
question. 

One student at the Campus Crusade for 
Christ’s meeting in Harring Hall is Danielle 
Lee, a Junior Sophister Nutritional Sci- 
ences major at UC Davis. Danni, as fellow 
“crusaders” affectionately call her, invites 
friends back to her apartment after worship 
to bake a “vegan chocolate and raspberry 
tart — delish!” Back in her kitchen, she 
pulls her blonde curls into a ponytail before 
plugging in a baby pink food processor — a 
Christmas present from her parents who 
have long enjoyed the fruits of Danni’s pas- 
sion for cooking. Their involvement in her 
spiritual journey to find Christ, however, 
has been somewhat less encouraging. 

“We used to go to a Christian non-denom- 
inational church together as a family on 
Sundays. There were donuts and gold stars 
for the kids who knew their verses; it was 
all a bit intimidating. But then my parents 
divorced and stopped taking me to church, 
I began to think that everyone there was a 
hypocrite anyway”, says Danni, spooning 
the dairy-free butter into a mixing bowl. 
“Then in high school, I became interested 
again in finding some kind of spirituality. I 
became a Junior High Ministry counselor 
and it was a reawakening. There were all 
these girls that inspired me through their 
enthusiasm to learn more scripture and to 
have a relationship with God. I learned so 
much from them.” 

Danni claims that the transition to univer- 
sity was the perfect time to reaffirm her 
faith. “I didn’t have friends to pressure me 
or a family to judge, I wanted to seek out a 
fellowship to continue learning, and grow- 
ing, but I also knew that I couldn’t rely on 
others to steer that journey this time.” 

In Danni’s eyes the possibility for social 


networking is definitely a draw for many 
students to Christian organizations, but 
that’s only half the story. “It is nice to have 
something to believe in — there are people 
who genuinely feel Christ in their lives. 
My faith may be more a product of time 
and place, I am still a critical thinker and 
there are a lot of things in the Bible I don’t 
believe. There are plenty of crusaders who 
ardently believe the Bible is infallible; 
while I don’t feel this way, I can still get a 
lot out of the meetings and the Bible study 
sessions.” 

Danni the democratic, yoga-practicing, 
vegan Christian declares her “spirituality is 
unique” as she closes the oven door on her 
baking and one is inclined to agree. How- 
ever, the mission statement of Campus 
Crusade for Christ — “facilitating spiritual 
awareness by introducing students to a per- 
sonal relationship with God through Jesus 
Christ” attracts students from a different 
end of the spectrum. 

“Dear God, I just want to thank you for all 
that you are doing in Indonesia, to open up 
areas of Muslim control to Christian mis- 
sionaries”’, says Junior Sophister Chelsea 
Marshall, with reference to the disaster 
plagued regions of Indonesia at one Thurs- 
day meeting of “Cru”. She is leading the 
prayers in what some might consider an un- 
orthodox fashion — praising God for in- 
flicting extreme suffering on a 
poverty-stricken nation in the South Pa- 
cific. 

Senior Sophister Microbiology student 
Insup Kim, the son of South Korean immi- 
grants, is nodding his head in agreement 
with Marshall. On his Facebook profile, 
Insup declares himself a member of the 
“Jesus generation” and a soccer fanatic too. 
He also believes that the environmental 
disasters occurring in Indonesia are evi- 
dence of the second coming of Christ and 
the impending restoration of Jerusalem to 
Christian control — “we are humans, we 
cannot understand how God does his work, 
it is mysterious but we see signs all the 
time.” 

Kim declines to comment further, but 
thrusts his head in his hands and returns to 
praying feverishly under his breath. Vari- 
ous students take up their instruments and 
the singing gets underway as the lyrics are 
projected on the screen: 

He’s High and Mighty - A Strong Tower 

I am sheltered by his power 

He is ever standing by my side. 

Rulers rise they fall and die 

But by and by I'll hide behind 

The only - High and Mighty 

UC Davis Associate Professor of Religious 
Studies Keith Watenpaugh accounts for the 
growth of faith-based organizations as a 
form of hiding; a safety net for students 
plunged into an environment of racial, eth- 
nic and cultural diversity. “A University is 
a big anonymous place”, says Watenpaugh, 
whose ninth floor office is the closest on 
campus to the heavens. “Most students ar- 
rive here with a very poor understanding of 
their own religious tradition and even less 
so of other traditions.” 

“Joining a Christian-based organization 
serves to reinforce pre-existing networks of 
students so that there is little crossing of 
race and class boundaries. It is our job as 
educators to fix or to challenge everyone’s 
understanding of religious traditions”. 
What occurs is a sense of confrontation, 
says Watenpaugh, between secular profes- 
sors and these students — “they become 
anxious when their knowledge is not rein- 


forced.” 

Proclaiming one’s Christianity has also be- 
come a form of “social shorthand” suggests 
Watenpaugh. Beyond the safety of identi- 
fying with some kind of tradition, Christian 
students find in their faith a place of “re- 
pose and peace” where they can socialize 
without behaving in a hyper-sexualized 
manner, without the pressures of drugs and 
alcohol that flood other social contexts. 
When asked to comment on the fundamen- 
talist strain witnessed at Campus Crusade, 
Watenpaugh is ready to finger the blame; 
“mainstream churches are utterly failing 
American society by not opposing other 
forms of Christianity that emphasize the vi- 
olent, irrational and intolerant aspects of 
their faith. Students are drawn to these 
strains due to the abject failure of public in- 
stitutions to make sure certain people ar- 
rive at college knowing the value of reason 
and thoughtful action.” 

One of Watenpaugh’s students, Dana Arm- 
strong, recently completed a documentary 
exploring the relationship between modern 
American universities and religious funda- 
mentalism, interviewing students, profes- 
sors and religious leaders about how these 
institutions fit together. Dana, an unde- 
clared Senior Freshman from Monterey, is 
a dedicated Christian. Yet for all her reli- 
gious fervor, she recognizes that combin- 
ing faith with an institution, the university 
or the government, “would be very dan- 
gerous. Nothing should be run in the name 
of God, and no one should ever become a 
Christian in order to gain power or pres- 
tige.” 

Like Danielle Lee, Dana recognizes that 
her relationship with God needed to be a 
personal transformation; “not something 
instilled” , and her involvement with Chris- 
tian groups is secondary to this process. 
Dana rebukes her professor’s thoughts on 
the “safety net” effect of Christian groups 
by pointing out how her involvement has 
brought her every summer to Guadalajara 
to build houses in poverty stricken areas — 
a far cry from the comfort and security of 
Monterey, California. 

As Dana takes her place among the circle 
of students gathered for “Prayer at the 
Pole” on a sunny day in March, I ask her 
how it feels to have students walking by, 
whispering, and casting bemused looks at 
their practice. “I understand where they’re 
coming from”, she says before quoting He- 
brew 11:1 “Now faith is being sure of what 
we hope for and certain of what we do not 
see”, 

Christian faith-based organisations on cam- 
puses in the United States, like so many 
other institutions, have come to reflect the 
best and worst elements of Western soci- 
ety. To some degree they challenge the ex- 
isting barriers of race and class that have 
kept many young Americans painfully seg- 
regated, both from each other and from the 
world at large. Yet they have also trans- 
formed the college years from a time of po- 
litical and social awareness into a period of 
naval gazing, as students conserve more of 
their time and energy for spiritual growth 
and religious study. Whether Christian- 
based student organizations will continue 
to grow, or will wane like their political 
counterparts, will be the subject of numer- 
ous cultural studies in years to come. 
There is no doubt, however, that the col- 
lege years will forever be fraught with at- 
tempts to discover meaning, friendship and 
success — whether the hole in the heart is 
God-shaped or not. 
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am delighted to have been re-elected to 

Seanad Eireann. I look forward to getting 

down to work in the new session and hope 

to continue to blast away the fig leaves of 
hypocrisy from Irish political life. You may for 
example have noticed before during and after this 
election a lot of hot air and posturing about Sen- 
ate reform. 

Unfortunately it is just that — all hot air like 
the affectation of demands for longer working 
sessions and less pay ritually made by the oppo- 
sition parties in the Dail in the run up to Christ- 
mas or the summer break. I have tabled a motion 
to adopt the Government’s own proposal for 
Seanad reform, seconded by my new colleague 
Ivana Bacik, and one of these days [Il call a vote 
on it. 

There will be a certain ironic amusement in 
seeing them all scuttling into the division lobbies 





to vote against even the timid measures con- 
tained in their own all-party report. But it might 
help to moderate their diversionary attacks on the 
university seats, which are, in fact, by far the 
most democratic element of the entire Senate. 

I have always believed in real and honest 
action and not a lot of irrelevant stunts. It’s very 
noticeable that in the middle of all these antics. 
Trinity has once more become the target for ac- 
cusations of elitism. I for one make no apology 
whatever for representing the graduates of the 
University of Dublin. I respect those who have 
worked hard and earned third level qualifications 
for their endeavour and shall continue to defend 
the Trinity constituency while also continuing to 
accept the strong argument for an extension of 
the franchise. 

This will in fact strengthen the university 
constituencies. One of the things which gives the 
NUI and Trinity constituencies their power and 


effectiveness is the tradition of independence. As 
some one who has never stood for political of- 
fice as a party member I feel I can make this 
point with conviction and integrity. 

There is a lot of serious work to be done 
both in legislation and indebate. Just to give one 
example - it is now nearly four years since I 
tabled legislation giving legal recognition to long 
term partnership relationships, both gay and 
straight, outside marriage. We are now shame- 
fully among the laggards in Europe in this mat- 
ter because of the Government’s indecisiveness. 

Į intend to do my best to press this to a pos- 
itive conclusion before the next election and in- 
deed if possible in the next year to eighteen 
months. I have lobbied hard among my col- 
leagues and believe I have general support for 
these proposals including at senior levels of gov- 
ernment. 

On a more mundane but intensely practical 











level Dublin traffic continues to be a mess. We 
have third world conditions in a modern Euro- 
pean capital and this is not acceptable. There is 
no doubt in my mind that the single most effec- 
tive measure to relieve traffic congestion is the 
development of a proper full-scale metro system. 
This session should see major developments on 
plans for the Dublin underground or Metro, 
which I pioneered in the Senate a number of 
years ago. 

One new element in the Senate is the in- 
clusion as part of the Government team of Green 
Party senators. I welcome this and look forward 
to an active engagement in this area. I shall be 
pressing for positive action on matters such a cli- 
mate change and have already placed motions re- 
lating to this subject on the order paper, in 
particular in response to an important paper pre- 
pared by climate experts from the National Uni- 
versity of Ireland on the implications of global 
warming for Ireland itself. 

One of my major concerns has always been 
the area of foreign affairs and I hope with the 
agreement of my colleagues to be allowed to 
continue my work on the Joint Oireachtas Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, which I helped to ini- 
tiate with Michael D Higgins. I am the only 
person who has been on this committee without 
a break since its inception. I strongly support the 
view of former President and Trinity Senator 
Mary Robinson on the need for our moral and 
ethical values to keep pace with the furious pace 
of commercial globalisation. 

It is very important to try to ensure stan- 
dards of integrity and decency in the conduct of 
international affairs. It is also necessary that at 
least some of us in public life keep the spotlight 
turned on the actions of both allies and adver- 
saries in this dangerous modern world. I intend to 
continue to advance human rights arguments in 
the interests of the ordinary people of countries 
such as Tibet, Palestine, Iraq and East Timor. 

There are also of course constituency mat- 
ters. I was able to intervene in a very practical 
and positive manner when a large number of vot- 
ers were threatened with being disenfranchised 
through bureaucratic error at the time of the last 
election. Together with my constituency col- 
leagues I will be meeting with the university au- 
thorities to ensure greater efficiency in the 
constituency machinery. 

David Norris was re-elected this summer to 
the Dublin University Seanad seat that he has 
held since 1987. In the next issue, first time Sen- 
ator Ivana Bacik outlines her priorities for her 
term of office. 


480 points does not a doctor make 


Proposed changes to entry requirements for medicine will fail un- 
less extra undergraduate places are added 


CONOR McCQUILLAN 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 





The Minister for Science and Education, Mary 
Hanafin, recently proposed reforms to the entry 
requirements for undergraduate medicine de- 
grees. She wants the Leaving Cert points re- 
quirement brought down to 480 and some form 
of aptitude test to be used to select successful ap- 
plicants. 

It is unclear whether results from this test 
will be the primary determinant or simply an aid 
to select between students on the same points 
when there are only a few places left to fill. The 
Minister is worried that the medical schools are 
not accessible to all, and this is her solution, ap- 
parently. 

As a medical student, I find this all per- 
plexing. Why the sudden urge of the State to in- 
tervene in how independent and more 
importantly world-class medical schools select 
their students? Where is the sudden need for 
change coming from? The health “service” has 
many problems, but the quality of the graduates 
training to be doctors is not one of them. 

Equally perplexing is that the Union of Stu- 
dents in Ireland is all in favour of it. In a press 
release on September 3rd, USI president Richard 
Mortrrisroe said, “Minister Hanafin is correct to 
state that ‘You do not need to have a perfect 
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Leaving Cert score to be a good doctor’.” 

But hey, it helps! And it’s probably better 
for the patient’s treatment if the brightest appli- 
cants are selected for the intensive training which 
follows — which is, by the way, what patients 
want. Good care takes precedence over a per- 
fectly representative medical staff. 

Furthermore, both Minister Hanafin and 
Richard Morrisroe are foolish if they think that 
changing the entry requirements to something 
like the mooted 480 points plus aptitude test re- 
sults will actually open the doors of a medical 
school to any Leaving Cert student on 480 points 
— unless the number of places in medical schools 
is increased, the courses will remain oversub- 
scribed and able to fill the majority of their places 
with students on 600 points, leaving a few places 
for those as “low” as 560 or 570. 

In the USI press release, Morrisroe 
goes on: “What the Leaving Certificate mainly 
measures — apart from test-day performance — is 
past academic attainment. That is to say, what is 
being measured is historical. Yet we know that 
past academic performance is an imperfect indi- 
cator of future academic success when consid- 
ered in isolation.” 

Why would an aptitude test be anything 
different? Is it not also a measure of “past aca- 
demic performance” and “test-day perform- 
ance”? You cannot discriminate against the 
brightest students in favour of those with less im- 
pressive results — standards would drop. 


These are very demanding courses, and stu- 
dents have worked to earn their places — there is 
nothing to suggest that in the aptitude test stu- 
dents capable of 480 points would out-perform 
students capable of 600, so what effect would 
this extra test have? None. 

“Viewed in isolation, Leaving Cert results 
do not measure the progress made by a student 
in building on his or her early education back- 
ground. But the present entry requirements mean 
that students who overcome early educational 
under privilege to attain respectable Leaving Cert 
results have their extraordinary aptitude and 
work ethic overlooked.” 

Rubbish. Trinity Access Programme, for 
example, allocates a number of places in the 
medical (and other courses) for students from 
disadvantaged backgrounds and poorer schools 
(which Minister Hanafin might be better advised 
to work on, by the way) who overcome these less 
favourable circumstances to achieve very good 
Leaving Cert scores. Through TAP, students are 
able to get in on around 540 points to a medicine 
class otherwise filled with students who had 
achieved 600 points. 

Is Minister Hanafin proposing that this ap- 
titude test would favour the economically or so- 
cially disadvantaged? How exactly? Isn't it the 
case that wealthy parents will pay for their chil- 
dren to see special tutors for this aptitude test? 
This would, in fact, make it is easier for wealthy 
but not-so-bright students to get into the “blue- 


ribbon”, socially desirable medical career that 
would otherwise have been reserved for brighter 
students who could work to achieve 600 on their 
own merits. 

“Intellectual development occurs at differ- 
ent rates at different ages in different people. The 
Leaving Cert alone cannot measure this.” 

Again, is the USI proposing to discriminate 
against brighter students? How is that going to 
help an already overworked medical profession? 
The Minister and USI President are, with respect, 
barking up the wrong tree. We need more doc- 
tors, which means we need more places at med- 
ical school. The ridiculously expensive graduate 
medical schools which the government has put 
in place are the preserve of the wealthy and the 
wealthy foreign students, and offer no real solu- 
tion to the shortage of doctors because these stu- 
dents head home after graduating. Of course, 
they are perfectly entitled to do so, I would never 
advocate that students trained here be obliged to 
stay here for any period of time. 

We need more undergraduate places. 
This, and this alone, will lower points require- 
ments and make these courses more accessible, if 
that is what the Minister wants — as opposed to 
just preying on disappointed school-leavers for 
political point-scoring. 

Conor McQuillan is a Senior Freshman 
medicine student. 





Restore 
our liberal 
arts 
tradition 





MEGHAN BROWN 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 





A liberal arts education provides invaluable and often in- 
tangible benefits that stay with you for life. The rewards 
may not be quantifiably measurable but rather contribute 
to inward development. Unfortunately, our university 
structures today seem to focus more on the economics of 
handing out degrees without regard for students’ devel- 
opment along the way. 

Peter Berkowitz, a Senior Fellow at Stanford Uni- 
versity and a strong proponent of the need for a liberal 
arts education, makes the point that for most students, a 
liberal arts education provides “the last chance, perhaps 
until retirement, to read widely and deeply, to acquire 
knowledge of the opinions and events that formed them 
and the nation in which they live, and to study other peo- 
ples and cultures”. 

Trinity, in many ways, puts the cart before the horse. 
By allowing students to set off on a four-year course with- 
out first mastering the basic skills of a liberal arts educa- 
tion — reading, comprehension and writing — Trinity is not 
giving students the tools they need in order to succeed. 
For example, within the Department of Hispanic Studies, 
a Junior Freshman student is asked to write about the 
works of Federico Garcia Lorca without first having an 
introduction to the interpretation of literature or even a 
course on writing. 

Because students converge on Trinity from varied 
backgrounds and schoolings, it is important that a level 
of proficiency in basic skills is obtained first. How can 
this grand institution expect students to succeed in their 
chosen disciplines without first having mastered the skills 
required to do well? Subject material is easy to compre- 
hend and memorise; however, the real challenge is pro- 
ducing quality writing from what has been learned. 

Through the implementation of a liberal arts cur- 
riculum, students who pass the requirements will develop 
a common intellectual base which allows them to debate 
issues within any arena of the liberal arts. Furthermore, it 
enhances their understanding of whatever specialisation 
they choose to master and allows them to appreciate how 
separate individual disciplines are interrelated. 

Sure, reforms are easy to preach. But they are much 
harder to implement. The main obstacle to change is the 
teaching staff. Many will fight a core curriculum because 
it requires them to teach to a lower level outside of their 
area of speciality. It also decreases their opportunities to 
teach small boutique classes on highly specialised topics 
with a devout group of students. 

Trinity, notorious for its opposition to progression 
and change, must therefore be changed from the top- 
down. What Trinity needs is an initiative led by a Provost 
who knows the value of a liberal arts education and is able 
to defend it courageously to his teaching staff. Moreover, 
the university’s alumni have the power to support and en- 
courage such initiatives by refashioning and modernising 
our old institution. 

Of course, this restructuring is asking a lot of Trin- 
ity, but in the long run the results of this initiative will pay 
off for both parties. A writing centre to teach writing 
courses within a broad curriculum means that students 
will obtain higher marks overall and become better writ- 
ers. Trinity’s degrees will therefore be more valuable and 
will acquire a higher standard. Trinity graduates will be 
more prepared to enter the working world and be able to 
manage the demands of the working world with a greater 
comprehension. 

I am not arguing that a strict trajectory of a four-year 

discipline with a focused concentration is not to be had; 
rather I believe it allows students to grow within their cho- 
sen field. I am merely advocating that a mandatory broad 
core initiative be put in place in the first year focusing on 
the core of a liberal arts education. Such a core, for ex- 
ample, would require all students to take a writing course, 
study the classics in literature, a social science, and a nat- 
ural science. Not only would this allow students to grasp 
the wider context of academia and how the disciplines are 
interconnected but also improve basic skills before enter- 
ing into a discipline. 
Many would argue that students in a rigid and a time- 
paced course — such as nursing, midwifery, or dentistry — 
would not benefit from such a broad scope in first year, 
much less add an extra year of study and it’s added ex- 
penditures. I would have to agree. In fact, I’d argue that 
the broad core should not apply to such courses because 
such subjects have no place in an undergraduate liberal 
arts education. 

They are rather vocations that give students a direct 
link to their chosen occupation (I'll save my views on why 
such subjects should not even be offered in Trinity for an- 
other article). Point being, a liberal arts education does 
not preclude specific career goals and vocations, but com- 
plements them by providing students with the skills and 
knowledge that offer access to many careers. 

All successful academics know the secret to a solid un- 
dergraduate education: mastering the basics. Without the 
foundation, there is no room for development or growth. 
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What now for USI? 


The resignation of two officers of the Union of Students in Ireland (USI) 
has pushed the organization into the limelight for lamentable reasons 
once again. The USI is in a difficult position. Many turn to it to rekin- 
dle the bygone days of student political activism; our parents were at the 
forefront of campaigns against apartheid, military aggression and dis- 
crimination against minorities. Today student politics is the preserve of 
a few “hacks” and has little bearing on most students’ lives. Many Sen- 
ior Sophister classes have no Class Reps, in freshman classes organising 
the class party is their most important function. “Apathy is a sign of 
contentment”, wrote the Political Scientist Arend Lijphart. Students 
today are wealthier than before, and in modern Ireland universities are 
becoming undergraduate degree farms rather than true academies for 
higher learning, intellectual development and scholarship. 

The landscape has changed since Cardinal Newman argued that 
“ University is not Learning or Acquirement, but rather, is Thought or 
Reason exercised upon Knowledge”. 

In order to remain relevant in this world the USI and its con- 
stituent organizations need to reform and refocus their efforts on issues 
of educational policy. There is no shortage of them. Academic structures 
and policies are being overhauled in the name of modernisation. Fund- 
ing for education and research, student life, and non-academic activities, 
the disconnect between most undergraduates in Trinity and their alma 
mater, and the compartmentalisation of student activities into a “centre” 
all affect students fundamentally. The student body, transient by nature, 
struggles against bureaucratic administrators to be heard. These are the 
things where the voice of the union is needed to fight for students. They 
will deeply affect our successors, but remain un-examined by students 
today. Last year, the debate over which standard to fly over college cap- 
tured the Union’s and students’ imaginations. At the national level, the 
USI should be speaking with the government on national policy, with 
250,000 students in Ireland only they can properly represent us. 

Unions need to break away from the obsession with the purest 
forms of equality that create detailed constitutions, regulations and stand- 
ing orders, resulting in politicking and incessant infighting. All Unions 
need to slim down and become efficient lobbying organisations. Previ- 
ously they have become distracted by general political issues rather than 
student ones: abortion, gay marriage and transport policy have no place 
in a modern Union. 


Time to study 


For the modern university, there is no other resource as essential as a 
well-equipped and resourceful library. As far as students are concerned 
it is literally the fount of knowledge, essential for written work , exams 
and general study. It is then a disgrace, therefore, that the library open- 
ing hours are so restricted at the weekends. A large percentage of stu- 
dents are required to work in addition to their studies, often limiting the 
time available for study during the week. For these students, the week- 
end is their only opportunity to catch up on precious study time. 

Yet, the Berkeley library at present ignores this, merely opening 
from 9.30 to 1pm on Saturdays. This, while presumably the most con- 
venient time for library staff, is hardly the best time for the average stu- 
dent. The difficulty to motivate oneself to get up on a Saturday morning 
early enough to avail of the 9.30am opening time makes it an unfeasible 
option for all but the most dedicated. Even if you do manage to do the 
three and a half hours that the library allows you, you still have an entire 
vista of weekend, with absolutely nowhere to sit down and study. 

For students who need this resource for their studies this is a 
major hindrance. And for those students who, for one reason or another, 
cannot study at home, the absence of a decent library service at weekends 
severely limits their capacity to learn. The postgraduate students, at least, 
have the 1937 Reading Room, a facility which is open 24 hours a day, but 
the undergraduate students are being marginalized by college, having no 
equivalent resource available. 

This is not a condemnation of the college libraries, quite the con- 
trary, all we are asking is that they could extend their opening hours to 
facilitate more students. The resources of the Berkeley library are in- 
valuable, and all we ask is that we are given more of an opportunity to 
use them. 


This publication is funded by a grant from DU Publications Committee. 


Serious complaints about the content of this publication should be addressed to: 
The Editor, Trinity News, 6 Trinity College, Dublin 2. 
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An unclear motion and an irrelevant paper 


Dear Sir - Last Thursday I attended 
the American foreign policy debate, 
hosted by the Phil. Invited were a 
whole host of experienced individu- 
als, from both America and Europe, 
who-according to their one line Phil 
poster résumés- knew what they 
were talking about. Here, I thought, 
was an evening to savour. And as 
ever, I was wrong. The entire debate 
seemed to be organised by a group 


Sports Hall 


Sir- Having waited years for the 
new gym facillities there was al- 
ways going to be an air of anticipa- 
tion among the students of the 
college... Some level of 
dissappointment was inevitable. 
Yet, while the building is impressive 
from the outside, there is much in- 
side that leaves one wondering who 
designed the new sports hall, 
whether they have ever been in a 
gym themselves and who on earth is 
in charge of 

employing staff? 

The gym itself is no major 
improvement on the one in Luce 
hall. OK, there are about a dozen 
new pieces of equipment. However, 
most of the machines - in particular 


of people who were more concerned 
with looking good (the auditor’s 
here's-my-chest-dress springs to 
mind) than setting clear parameters 
for the debate. None of the invited 
guests were clear on the format. The 
motion itself was not clear, as the 
Phil’s registrar, Brian O Beirne, in- 
troduced the debate with an irrele- 
vant paper on U.S-Israeli relations. 
This was not what I came for- I 


the free weights - are exactly the 
same. 

And the gym is not much 
bigger than the old one...which is 
odd because, since membership is 
now cumpulsory for all Trinity stu- 
dents, the gym will be busier - espe- 
cially from 5 to 8 during the week. 
Surely someone ought to have 
forseen this and enlarged the space 
for the cardio machines and weights 
accordingly? 

Also, the floor in the 
changing room is dangerously slip- 
pery when wet.Having studied con- 
struction for two years in secondary 
school, even I know that materials 
ought to be suitable for their in- 
tended purposes. There has already 


came for a debate on whether the 
war on terror would make us safer 
(as stated on the Phil’s circular e- 
mail). Apparently the guest speakers 
thought so too, as one after another 
they introduced their speeches with 
disclaimers, saying that they had 
been asked to speak on the war on 
terror, not on anything else. Joshua 
Muravchik, one of the speakers, 
summed it up when he told his audi- 


been a number of falls, but nothing 
has been done to make the changing 
rooms safer. Those in charge must 
take some action before there is 

a more serious accident. 

I will end this rant by say- 
ing a few words about the staff... 
well... a certain member of the staff 
who should have been left behind in 
Luce hall to supervise the dust be- 
cause they should not be working 
any gym, ever. This particular per- 
son (you know of whom I speak!) 
has an extraordinarily bad attitude 
towards gym members. It is as if we 
are encroaching on her private 
home... but we're not! I have bit my 
tongue until now, but really had 
taken enough of her guffawing 


A letter from the 


Those of you who are now entering 
College from “Trinity families” may 
already have a rough idea of what a 
tutor is and does. You will probably 
have heard — depending on the past 
record of the relative of the relative 
who gives you the information — e1- 
ther that “I never saw my tutor the 
whole time I was in College,” or 
else that “if you are stuck for the 
odd mark in little-go, old so-and-so 
will get it for you if anybody can.” 
On the other hand, those coming 
here without any previous connec- 
tion with Trinity may have some 
confused notion that a tutor is some- 
one for whom you write essays and 
who acts as your supervisor of stud- 
ies. The beginning of wisdom for a 
Junior Freshman is to realise that all 
these conceptions of a tutor bear lit- 
tle or no relation to reality. Your 
tutor will not be invisible (though at 
times he may seem to come near 
achieving this — to him — enviable 
state). He will not get you the odd 
mark in little-go. And, in many 
cases — though not in all — he will 


A lady of my age can remember the 
great days of Trinity, when students 
obeyed that most basic of tenants — 
respect for your elders. Now it 
seems the juniors in the halls JCR 
have gone mad with power telling 
every decent society in this college 
to do terribly impolite things. Now 
now boys... play fair. 

But boys will be boys won’t 
they? Steady Eddy — who’s already 
made great use of his office desk 
and his position as Ents Officer, de- 
cided that the campus fire lecture 
was the ideal place to advertise his 
Champagne and Cocaine party. It 
seems our wonderful Junior Dean — 
ever the dry shite - just could not 
stand the sight of students having 
fun. She dashed to the blackboard to 
erase this insult to her sensibility 
and made an ass of herself, drop- 
ping the duster several times. Oh 
how the little things make Evelyn 
smile, and many students laugh — 
that and the fire video. What a de- 
lightful evening. 

From the Army to marriage 
counselling — Noel McCann has 
been carving up the GMB for the 
Boobs Faller and Tim “no puffs” 
Smythe’s divorce settlement. In anal 
retentiveness it seems Boobs is no 
match for the pseudo-anglophile. 
The first seven photo frames are the 
Phils, the next 17 go to the Hist and 
so on.... Oh how terribly boring. 

And while Faller has been 
courting celebrities, Smythe has 
been making enemies. Some say he 
was quick to point the media in the 
direction of an interesting anti-Se- 


not be the slightest use to you aca- 
demically. 

You may well ask — what pur- 
pose does he serve? Ignoring the 
rude answers you would get from 
some quarters, I would suggest that 
you look to him for help at three 
different levels. The first is a mere 
matter of routine — you will need his 
signature on all sorts of forms for 
admission to the library, for apply- 
ing for rooms of fee concessions, or 
cheap air travel, and so forth. The 
second is more important and more 
difficult — it is his function to assist 
you in interpreting the regulations 
which are embodied in the calendar 
and which must be observed if your 
career is to advance reasonably 
smoothly along the lines expected 
by fond parents or more exacting 
education authorities. I may as well 
warn you that no tutor is infallible 
and that it is all too easy to make 
mistakes, since the regulations are 
apt to undergo sudden and baffling 
changes. Your tutor will do his best 
to keep track of these changes, but 


mitic story causing a few headaches 
to Boobs, poor “Old Uncle Joe” and 
the rest of the CSC parotts who re- 
ally do just want a hassle free meal. 
When Smythe missed a recent sum- 
monsing by Uncle Joe he was told 
in no uncertain terms to shove his 
apology up his Devina Devine. 
Here’s hoping for a public spanking. 

Active again Evelyn’s inform- 
ers tell her that an auditor of an 
above Society was also responsible 
for the pulling of the Law Shock 
magazine. It seems a young girl 
can’t have a G&T around here with- 
out being harassed. Now that the 
girl has become a lady, one hopes 
that her underage drinking won’t 
preclude her from membership of 
the bar. 

Speaking of membership of 
elite organisations; Players is open- 
ing up. It seems the ever powerful 
groupings of last year have disinte- 
grated leaving certain gay boys with 
no homo to go to and no friends to 
play with. Oh, how awful, how 
amusing and how terribly bitchy. 
Evelyn just loves a playa’. 

Another influential organisa- 
tion has begun recruitment — The 
Order Of Saint Michael a suppos- 
edly ancient order of influential 
catholic men. It has however found 
has found a distinct lack of possible 
members. It seems what with all the 
homos, women and Protestants in 
power there is no one to join their 
pathetic club. Oh well, Evelyn never 
liked to see young men passed out 
on the steps of Botany Bay. 

After a G&T with a senior 


sometimes they will outstrip him, 
and if in exasperation it occasion- 
ally occurs to you that he would 
have done just as well with a crystal 
ball as with a calendar, be assured 
that the same thought has probably 
crossed his mind also. 

His third function is undoubt- 
edly the most important. If you get 
into serious trouble in or out of Col- 
lege, he is the person to whom you 
should automatically turn and 
whose duty it is to do what he can 
for you. This does not mean that he 
is expected to act as a crafty defence 
lawyer who will enable you to 
dodge some punishment you may 
richly deserve. But it does mean that 
if you have a reasonable case he is 
the make to make it. There is ab- 
solutely no need for a student to 
nurse some secret grievance or anxi- 
ety for long months, and perhaps 
even allow it to warp his whole out- 
look. Such things happen now and 
then, but when they do they repre- 
sent a sad misunderstanding of what 
the relationship between tutor and 


staff member, Evelyn was delighted 
to learn that this friend and her col- 
leagues are a tad confused about all 
this business of college restructur- 
ing. It’s not that the pen pushers 
aren’t aware of what it is, but more 
that they’re unsure if the Provost re- 
ally supports this. Perhaps he’s bet- 
ter off entertaining Kings and 
Queens than getting involved in col- 
lege politics. 

And finally Evelyn was glad 
to see the SU funnel more money 
into their rag of propaganda now 


ence that the Phil had in effect 
moved the goalposts not once but 
three times. All in all, the evening 
was a shambles that was excruciat- 
ing to witness. Can’t Trinity do bet- 
ter than this? 

Yours etc, 

Hugh Taylor 


staff should treat students better 


when, I walked up to the reception 
desk to ask how her summer was 
and she instructed me to go to the 
girl at the other end of reception (as 
she was probably busy checking her 
e-mails). Unlike with the hopeless 
positioning of the bricks and the 
plaster, the 

remedy in this situation is simple. 
We should send this women off to 
America to torment those sentenced 
to death by lethal injection... the last 
thing they ever hear is her snarl 
"Say Please!" 

Because good manners is this 
woman's forté. 

Yours etc 

Brendan Guildea 


utor 


pupil should really be. 

I will end with a word of cau- 
tion. A tutor is a very busy man, so 
do not bother him with trivialities 
you could perfectly well deal with 
yourself. Ponder rather the remark 
once made by an elderly and some- 
what irascible tutor to a Junior 
Freshman who accosted him in 
Front Square: “Good God, boy,” 
replied the admirable man in a voice 
that could be heard all over College, 
“don’t come pestering me with your 
miserable little academic prob- 
lems.” That was many years ago; 
nowadays we are more inhibited 
and do not speak our minds so 
freely. But you would be wise not to 
reflect that there is scarcely a tutor 
who at some time or other has not 
echoed the sentiment, if not the 
words. 


By FSL Lyons (later Provost 
1974— 1981) in CA David and JR 
Hautz (eds), Trinity Handbook 
1956—57. 





with a Guardian masthead. Pity 
about the content though, it seems 
those naïve darlings may have never 
looked past the front page of that 
British paper — maybe its that lack 
of reading ability. I’m sure they’ Il 
bring us many news worthy items 
“Senior SU Exec Member In Gay 
Romp” — yawn or if they get terribly 
bored “TN Editor Shagging Pubs 
Chair”. If they could only print the 
truth “SU — A Shower Of Wankers”. 
Until the next time I have a 
few too many G&T’s.... Goodbye 


letters@trinitynews.ie 





Michaelmas term, Week 6 


TRINITY NEWS 


PI3 











rial&Comment 

















Fine Gael leader Enda Kenny lands some blows while visiting the Young Fine Gael stand during Freshers’ Week. Photo Emer Groarke 


Bad politics not bad policy 


JOHN MCGUIRK 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 





Student politics is a funny business. Last April, I 
was defeated by Richie Morrisroe fair and square 
in the election to the Presidency of USI for this 
year. At the time, Richie, who was always gra- 
cious in victory, remarked to me that in six 
months time, one of us would probably be wish- 
ing that the result had gone the other way, and 
that it would likely be him, and not me. I don’t 
think he could have known then how prophetic 
those words would prove to be. 

I think we both knew at the time that this 
year would be no easy ride for the winner. USI 
has never exactly been rolling in cash - despite 
the perceptions of some of our critics, - and we 
knew that the new President would have to push 
through an increase in the membership fee, - a 
deeply unpopular move — while funding the 
Union’s relocation and trying to pay for the in- 
creased number of staff and officers called for by 
the member colleges, - while still trying to pay 
for meaningful campaigns, and maintain the or- 
ganisations public profile. It was always going to 
be a fairly daunting task, - and while I write with 
the benefit of one who was never put to the test 
himself, - it was a task that Richie was totally un- 
suited to. 





The Richie Morrisroe I know, and ran 
against, is a man whose knowledge of the minu- 
tiae of education policy boggles the mind. He un- 
derstands the process better than many of the 
civil servants who administer it. He can talk for 
hours and be genuinely animated about topics 
that would bore the pants off most people, - and 
for that reason, he’s the best full-time Education 
Officer USI never had. 

But he was never a President. Richie is no 
diplomat, - he has always prefer the stick to the 
carrot in an argument, - and while that trait has 
won him a lot of arguments, it has cost him a lot 
of goodwill. He never understood, as his prede- 
cessor so clearly did, how important it was to 
massage the egos of the people who run the local 
unions. Richie, to be fair, is entirely correct to re- 
gard most Student Union presidents as self-im- 
portant buffoons who think that USI should be 
trying daily to find new ways for them to get their 
hands on cheap alcohol for their students rather 
than fighting for a national policy on disability 
rights issues. His problem was that he was a lot 
less adept at concealing this view than the rest of 
us. 

His unpopularity, to be fair, never stemmed 
from bad policy, but from bad politics. For ex- 
ample, Richie, in his last USI Officer report, re- 
ferred to a local radio station who had given him 
a rough time as “C**ts”. I empathise with how he 


felt, but writing it down and distributing it widely 
was an example of how he undermined confi- 
dence in his own leadership. Ultimately, Richie 
sowed the seeds of his own destruction, and 
while I feel very deeply for him, he brought this 
on himself. 

USI Equality Officer Steven Conlon also 
resigned this weekend. He did so because of the 
storm over the leaking of the memo he drafted to 
the Politics.ie website. Steve has himself admit- 
ted that he authored the leaked memo, but unfor- 
tunately he has carried the can for its leaking. 

I have not been asked to comment on this, 
but setting the record straight is essential. Steven 
Conlon was in my company on the night that 
memo was posted to Politics.ie. He did not leak 
it, nor did he agree with its being leaked. Steven 
is too honourable a person to out the real leaker 
of the memo, and in accordance with his wishes, 
I shall not do so either, but I know who did it. 

Steven wrote what he wrote out of a deep 
sense of personal conviction, and agonised over 
what to do with it. He circulated it to a number of 
former colleagues; me included, to ask if we 
thought its contents were fair. One of those peo- 
ple betrayed his trust. As a result, USI has lost an 
Officer who, it’s fair to say, was the driving force 
behind most of the good work to emanate from 
USI HQ over the past two years. A man who has 
devoted 7 years of his life to serving the student 
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In the mid-nineteenth century, Father Theobald 
Mathew, a humble Capuchian priest, spear- 
headed a mass movement as effective as those of 
O’Connell, Davitt or Parnell. He travelled the 
country, holding public meetings and preaching 
about the damage of alcohol on society - with as- 
tonishing success. In just seven years between 
1838 and 1845, Fr Mathew’s Temperance Move- 
ment persuaded more than half of Irish adults to 
swear off drink for life. 

Never since then has alcohol had such a bad 
reputation in Ireland. Last year, President Mary 
McAleese said drink was creating “havoc in so- 
ciety” and was “the blight of all blights”. Such 
comments are typical of our national discourse 
on the subject. A chorus of politicians, journal- 
ists and academics regularly condemns the ill-ef- 
fects of Ireland’s high alcohol consumption. 

A flurry of expert reports has entrenched 
this negative view of drinking. They almost uni- 
versally suggest more regulation and higher 
drinks taxes as remedies. The most recent called 
on the government to raise the minimum drink- 
ing age to 21 in order to reduce suicide among 
young men. The Minister for Justice said he 
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would consider the recommendation. 

Yet while the downsides of alcohol - ad- 
diction, suicide, violence, road deaths, ill-health 
- are regularly discussed in the media, the posi- 
tives are rarely mentioned. Economically, so- 
cially and culturally, alcohol has brought many 
benefits to the country. 

The economic costs of alcohol, mainly 
lower productivity and higher health spending, 
are well documented. The benefits of alcohol to 
our economy are less well known. Government 
revenue from stamp duty and VAT on alcohol is 
around €2 billion annually, almost €500 for 
every person in the country. That’s to say nothing 
of tax on profits of bars, restaurants and drinks 
manufacturers. No government in the world is as 
dependent on alcohol taxation as ours. 

Thousands of jobs - in hospitality, tourism, 
agriculture and manufacturing - depend directly 
on Ireland’s high level of alcohol consumption. 
The drinks industry has historically been among 
the nation’s biggest export earners. 

Alcohol is not just economically valuable; 
it is socially indispensable. Drinking is a central 
part of all of our important social rituals - mar- 
riages and funerals, Baptisms and first Com- 
munions, birthdays and Christmas. It breaks 
down social barriers and personal inhibitions, 
helping us to form friendships and relationships 


that are crucial to personal well-being. And alco- 
hol often plays a key role in the early stages of 
courtship. A few whiskies less, your father and 
your mother might never have got it together and 
you might not be here. 

Local pubs serve as focal points for many 
Irish communities and have done for centuries. 
Without them, many would be left isolated and 
communities would die away. 

Irish culture, too, has been greatly en- 
hanced by the national fondness for alcohol. It is 
doubtful if the work of Joyce, Behan, Kavanagh 
and the rest would have been the same had their 
characters not been so fundamentally shaped by 
drink. Certainly, Luke Kelly and Shane Mc- 
Gowan would have had very little to sing about. 

The goodwill that the Irish enjoy abroad 
owes much to our image as a race of heavy- 
drinking, affable jokers. Free-flowing beer is the 
main reason that our patron saint’s feast day is 
now celebrated from New York to New Delhi. 

All that is not to say that alcohol does no 
damage. Alcoholism destroys lives and families. 
Ill-health in later life is often linked to past alco- 
hol abuse. Drink contributes to some suicides. 
Around 100 people a year die in road accidents 
where alcohol is a factor. Doubtlessly, excessive 
drinking causes real problems and should be ad- 
dressed. 


movement because he feels so strongly about 
LGBT and Equality issues, and a man who is one 
of the best strategic minds in the movement. 
Steven should have been the automatic choice to 
succeed Richie, and in my view he still should 
be. He is honest, decent, hardworking and in- 
credibly talented, - but it says a lot about USI that 
he is being hounded from office because of 
something that everybody knows he didn’t do, 
while the person who did do it is still regarded as 
something of a hero in the movement. 

If USTs national council have one iota of 
sense, Steven will be recalled ASAP. 

Finally, let me say this, - the events of this 
week will spark thoughts of a “crisis” afflicting 
USI. USI is as effective as it’s ever been, - and 
for some reason all the success of the past year is 
being forgotten in this maelstrom of madness. 
This is still the organisation that secured an all- 
party commitment to keep fees off the table for 
the next five years, in the face of opposition from 
our own provost and others. It’s still the organi- 
sation that quietly and effectively fights your cor- 
ner at a national level. 

It’s still worthy of your support. 


John McGuirk is a Public Relations Consultant 
with Bracken PR and a former USI Officer. He was 
defeated by Richie Morrisroe for the Presidency of USI 
at the organisations annual Congress in April. 
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Yet the puritanical approach suggested 
by some - increasing tax, banning alcohol adver- 
tising, raising the minimum drinking age and fur- 
ther restricting opening hours (which are already 
among the most restrictive in Europe) - will do 
little to address these issues. 

Alcoholism is a disease that, in most cases, 
won’t be cured by closing pubs earlier. Altering 
health insurance policies so drunken accident 
victims pay some of their treatment cost is fairer 
than paying for hospital bills with extra tax on 
cider. And as Americans are coming to realise, 
stopping U21s drinking won’t end drunk driving 
as long, as it remains culturally acceptable. 

The extra restrictions advocated by the 
modern-day Fr Mathews will, however, lead to 
higher cost and inconvenience for the silent ma- 
jority of drinkers. People for whom alcohol, con- 
sumed regularly but not excessively, enhances 
their quality of life. Ultimately more regulation 
and higher tax on drink will damage Ireland’s so- 
ciety, economy and culture. 

In considering new laws we should take ac- 
count of the positive effects of drinking as well as 
the social costs. For Ireland, to paraphrase Win- 
ston Churchill, has taken more out of alcohol 
than alcohol has out of it. 
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Rewind eleven days. It is Friday, October 5th. Four pm. 
College begins, for the majority of undergraduates, Monday, 
October 8th. Nine am. And yet there is a hiccup in the system. 
I have no trustworthy idea of where I have to be Monday 
October 8th. I have yet to receive a reliable student timetable. 

This is not to say I have no idea what is happening in 
my final year at Trinity College. I am taking my mandantory 
four courses, and at two hours each I know there’s a whole 
eight hours of my week gone. So far, in order to uncover 
where and when they will be precisely, I have logged onto 
the Student Information System approximately sixty times 
(not counting page refreshing). “My Student Timetable’, an 
option apparently custom made, lovingly, for me, has sent 
me very nearly insane. First, for its complete lack of lessons 
timetabled at all until about September 20th. Then, because 
only half of my paltry eight hours appeared. However 
nothing could beat the last five days for mindless 
beaurocracy. 

On Monday of Freshers Week I was still only seeing 
six of my eight hours. On Tuesday I was apologised to by the 
Departmental Secretary who had previously assured me the 
timetable would be available now. The timetable, it turns out, 
is not even drawn up by Departmental Secretaries, but by 
Departmental Administrators, nameless and faceless (or so I 
had thought) beings who have been moving my (potential) 
Monday 2pm to 9am, Thursday 3pm and oblivion on 
something approximating a rotation for five days. 

So around 2:30pm on Friday of Freshers’ Week I decide 
to take action. I begin by blasting out “My Education 
Officer’, the undeniably cuddly Bartely Rock. Here, I am 
faced with the sad, deplorable truth: the Student’s Union can 
do very little for students. Despite the most earnest of efforts, 
it has been made clear to me that nothing will change the 
glacial pace of administration unless a “significant amount 
of students express their concern”. I would hazard a guess 
that Junior Sophister and Senior Sophister of an entire 
discipline are fairuly concerned at this point on Friday 
afternoon, but many may feel there is simply nothing they 
can do about it. I, foolishly perhaps, believed I could do 
something. Fired by Bartley to seek out the causer of my 
woes, I stormed to my much aggreived Department 
Secretary. Informed by the International Students Advisor 
with whom she shares her office that my disturbance would 
cause further delaying of my timetable (in particular seemed 
to be the implication), I persisted in my enquiries. On it being 
reiterated that this Departmental Secretary has nothing to do 
with timetabling I dismissed any lingering worries and 
launched into my tirade. Skipping the facile and 
unanswerable holy-grail questions I had tried earlier in the 
week, such as when and where my classes would be, I tried 
simply to discover when I would be enlightened on these 
details. The answer I met with, to paraphrase, was that it 
would be done when it was done. Acceptable? I think not. 

However I did manage to glean the name of the Course 
Administrator and a quick search on People Finder rendered 
he College extension. Gobsmacked that this person could 
possibly answer the phone after a mere two rings, I enquired 
quietly, politely, when my timetable would arrive. Well, I am 
told, no rooms can be booked after four pm, so it may well 
have to be completed on Monday, which is in fact her 
deadline. At the latest. 

Clearly, Monday at the latest. Because College will 
have started. A quick glance on Student Information Services 
shows my Thursday class, originally Wednesday morning, 
has now hopped back to its Wednesday slot. 

Rewind to April 2007. Junior Sophister and Senior 
Sophister choose their option courses for the year to follow. 
This before even the exam timetable has been published. 
How is it possible that six months later we still have no idea 
when these classes are? Or where? Moreover, as one person 
pointed out to me, there are Department Administrators for a 
reason. It is somebody’s job to organise timetables. They are 
hired by our College, paid with our fees, to work for us in 
completing this task. And yet results are not forthcoming. I do 
urge any readers who were in similar positions to stay silent 
no longer: we deserve a College system that does not cause 
us so much grief in providing the simplest of information. 

After encouraging everyone I knew to bombard poor 
Bartley with indignant emails (sorry) I resigned myself to the 
fact that I would just have to live with this ineptitude. Would 
have to put off organising weekly meeting times for the 
Publications Committee, and office hours, and put off letting 
my boss know when I am available for my part time job. This 
hasn’t just inconvenienced me, but many other people around 
me. That is not to excuse my lack of information. I will, I 
assume, be working back to back shifts for a month for my 
job to atone for my lack of cooperation in the simple task of 
giving my availability, something one would assume to be 
an easy task. 

To conclude, a friend of mine was complaining about 
the parallel problem in Trinity College of website 
management and upkeep. In the labyrinth that is the College 
Network, it is easy to lose your bearings. Inexplicably 
instructed to alter his password, he relates to me that he was 
advised that to do so without installing updates he would 
have to take the following action: “in order to continue, 
please continue to click ignore, and ignore the continue 
button”. 
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restrain the Burmese junta 
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A UN Security Council envoy has just got- 
ten back from Burma. The envoy didn’t 
reach any particularly profound conclu- 
sions which won’t surprise anyone. The 
military junta which has been imposed on 
the country and the recent violent crack- 
down has been investigated by the UN Se- 
curity Council since visiting the country’s 
leaders at the beginning of October. They 
reported that the Burmese authorities 
claims that it’s people were being treated 
fairly amidst the current dissent were false 
and that there was widespread unrest. Not 
so shocking. The generals though are con- 
cerned about the increased press the coun- 
try has been receiving. 

The military regime admitted it has 
detained hundreds of Buddhist monks 
when troops turned their guns on pro- 
democracy demonstrators in recent weeks 
for the whole world to see by way of the 
internet. 

The last time Burma saw such global 
attention was on the 8th of August 1988 
when the government squashed a rebellion 
by killing 3,000 citizens and causing wide- 
spread terror. The parallels with the current 
situation are quite obvious. 

Order was partly restored with the 
promise of free and fair elections which 
saw Aung San Suu Kyi win 82% of the 


seats. The ruling military of course rejected 
the elections and placed the NLD leader 
under house arrest where she remains to 
this day. 

The deteriorating situation within the 
country has led to refugee camps piling up 
along the Thai border. It is now home to 
one of the world’s longest-running civil 
wars. Mines are used extensively by the 
army and also by almost all parties to the 
conflict. As a result Eastern Burma is the 
most heavily mined area in the world. Vil- 
lagers have reported “atrocity demining” 
whereby the Burmese Army forces locals 
to walk in front of soldiers as human 
minesweepers. 

Among its documented human rights 
abuses (as reported by Amnesty Interna- 
tional) are forced labour, conscription of 
child soldiers, arbitrary arrest, systematic 
use of rape and torture and extrajudicial ex- 
ecutions. It is also noteworthy that the 
Burmese junta recruits child soldiers. 

Reports are now coming in from eye- 
witnesses of young school students being 
shot by the army, masses of injured protes- 
tors being cremated alive, and thousands of 
monks and other protesters being killed and 
dumped in mass graves in the jungles. The 
junta has plans with the thousands of 
monks now imprisoned to “send them 
away.” 

The fact that the Burmese govern- 
ment is ranked alongside Somalia as one of 
the most corrupt regimes in the world today 
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Religious orders have taken much of the brunt of the violence in Burma. Photo: Racoles 


does not give much credence to their refu- 
tal of these claims that protesters, activists 
and opposition groups such as the demo- 
cratic voice for Burma are making. 

All internet, telephone and communi- 
cation lines to the country have been al- 
most entirely cut off, hardly imbuing 
observers with confidence. 

The images and videos of monks 
protesting in the streets, so effective in rais- 
ing attention of their message to the inter- 
national community, have begun to dry up. 
As the media has become saturated with 
stories and images of the crisis the affects 
of inertia on the public conscience have be- 
come to creep in as the junta stall for time 
with the UN. 

In Europe, France and Belgium have 
received significant attention with regard 
to TOTAL, the largest Western investor in 


Burma. It built and operated a gas pipeline 
in a consortium with Burma’s national oil 
company and the US group Unocal, now 
part of Chevron, to transport gas from 
fields in southern Burma to plants in neigh- 
bouring Thailand. Burmese opposition 
groups have for years alleged that TOTAL 
- the world’s fourth-largest oil company - 
was a major conduit for cash to the hard- 
line military government. In 2004 France 
vetoed a proposed EU ban on new invest- 
ment in Burma’s oil and gas sectors in 
order to protect TOTAL’s investment in the 
country. The regime reportedly used its first 
downpayment for gas exports through 
Total to buy 10 MIG jets from Russia. 
China is one of the largest suppliers 
of arms to the Burmese military regime. 
The Burmese junta is selling natural gas to 
the Chinese at very cheap rates to maintain 


China’s political support, but this is effec- 
tively robbing the Burmese people of the 
benefits from their own natural resources. 
Resources are being depleted at a rapid 
rate, not helped by the Thai logging com- 
panies that raid the Burmese forests. The 
Israeli hafrada regime has been flogging 
arms to Burma’s military junta. China, 
along with Russia (and backed by South 
Africa) has vetoed the inclusion of Burma 
on the UN Security Council Agenda. 

Burma imports more goods from 
China than from any other country (31% in 
2006). China has said that the detention of 
political prisoners in Burma (the most 
prominent being Aung San Suu Kyi) is 
‘Myanmar’s internal affair.’ 
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Nestled between the two new economic su- 
perpowers, India and China, is a country 
that is struggling to find peace with itself. 
Nepal, the highest nation on the planet, is 
currently in the midst of a political trans- 
formation which threatens to return the 
country to the dark days of its ten year long 
civil war. 

Nepal is a place of magnificent beauty and 
exquisite scenery, where a collage of cul- 
tures, languages and ethnic groups have 
come together to form one of the most 
unique nation’s in the world. It is also a 
place of deep reverence for both Hinduism 
and Buddhism. However, this veneration of 
religion has not stopped the violent con- 
vulsions associated with what now seems 
to be the holy grail of statehood, democ- 
racy. 

Since 1990, Nepal has been a fragile con- 
stitutional monarchy. Maoist insurgents, 
looking to create a Maoist republic, fought 
a ten-year long campaign against the gov- 
ernment. It’s estimated that this ‘people’s 
war’ cost over 15,000 Nepali lives. In April 
2006, Maoist leaders agreed to end their 
campaign and enter into talks with a newly 


formed coalition. The end result of this di- 
alogue eventually saw the Maoists being 
brought into an interim government in 
April of this year. 

Since that declaration of a ceasefire the 
date for free elections have been set, 
changed and pushed back until this No- 
vember. Patience, especially among the 
Maoists, is beginning to wear thin. How- 
ever one of their main demands, that the 
monarchy be stripped of their power and 
entitlements has largely been adhered to by 
the interim coalition, with the King being 
no longer head of state or chief of the army. 
In a country of 17 million potential voters 
and where the 150 km trip between Kath- 
mandu and the next biggest city Pokhara, 
takes 8 hours by bus, the logistical task fac- 
ing the election commission of Nepal is not 
one to envy. Political and civil tensions 
have also been exacerbated by a return to 
violence along ethnic, nationalistic and 
caste lines. 

The King seeing his power dwindle has 
shown little support for a republic. With 
Maoist patience stretched, its leader Com- 
rade Prachanda has recently promised that 
if elections do not take place in November 
his party would quit the interim govern- 
ment and launch ‘nationwide agitations’. In 
September they followed through on the 
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first part of their threat however, the prom- 
ised ‘nationwide agitations’ have thank- 
fully not yet materialised. 

Elections do not guarantee political, civil 
or economic stability, Iraq being the most 
obvious recent case. The threat of a return 
to civil war will not evaporate if elections 
do take place in November. For democracy 
to take root there must be a sense among 
the people that life under this new system is 
considerably better than that under the pre- 
vious one. Regional players and the inter- 
national community need to provide 
financial and political support in helping to 
create a prosperous Nepal. Crucially 
Nepal’s neighbours, China and India, will 
have to stop viewing the country as a buffer 
zone between their rival economies. 
Nepal is at a crossroads and the stakes are 
high, not just for this generation, but for 
ones to come. The transition to a demo- 
cratic republic will continue to be a diffi- 
cult one, but if done with relative success it 
could set a precedent for other countries in 
the region and further a field, i.e. China, 
Afghanistan and Iraq. However, this suc- 
cess will only be achieved with mutual sup- 
port, persistence and patience by all 
sections of Nepali society and assistance 
from the international community. 
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Travel to where musicians can ignite a 
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With Fidel Castro at death’s door and a 
great deal of uncertainty surrounding the 
question of who his long-term successor 
will be, there has seldom been a more sig- 
nificant time to visit Cuba. Situated in the 
northern Caribbean, only ninety miles off 
the coast of the United States, the island 
has long been seen as a stronghold of re- 
sistance against the aggressive capitalism 
of its neighbour. Whether or not it is the so- 
cialist paradise it purports to be, though, is 
another question. Curiosity regarding the 
workings of a communist country, as well 
as the promise of fine cigars, strong moji- 
tos and warm weather attract a huge num- 
ber of tourists each year. Indeed, the 
tourism industry is vital to an economy 
crippled in the early nineties by the disso- 
lution of the Soviet Union and strangled 
consistently by U.S. trade sanctions. 

For the prospective tourist, there are a num- 
ber of important practical points of which 
to be aware. Firstly, a travel visa is required 
to enter the country. This can be picked up 
with little hassle from the Cuban embassy 
in Dublin. Secondly, a two-tier currency 
system exists in the country, whereby nor- 
mal citizens deal in pesos and tourists in 
pesos convertibles. One of these pesos con- 
vertibles equals approximately twenty-five 
national pesos, or one American dollar. 
Have no doubt that as a tourist you will be 
paying more than everybody else. How- 
ever, when this means forking out the 
equivalent of between eight and ten euros 
for a three course meal in an average 
restaurant, it could be lot worse. 

Speaking of food, be warned that the stan- 
dard of Cuban cuisine is, generally speak- 
ing, quite poor. Food appears to come in 
one variety and one variety only: fried. So 
vegetarians or travellers with high choles- 
terol will have a few problems. That said, 
the fresh fruit (especially mango and 
pineapple) and some of the simpler na- 
tional dishes, such as moros y cristianos 
(rice and beans) can be quite tasty. 

In terms of accommodation, a popular 
choice is to stay in one of Cuba’s many 


Only trust the Greeks when they 
aren't displaying timetables. 





casas particulares, which are similar to 
guest houses. Here, a family will accom- 
modate visitors in their own homes for any- 
thing between ten and twenty euros per 
night. Meals are also generally offered and 
those cooked by casa owners tend to be a 
lot cheaper, with much more generous por- 
tions than in restaurants. In addition, stay- 
ing with locals is useful for getting 
information about the area. It’s worth men- 
tioning that things such as notepads and 
pens tend to be thin on the ground in Cuba, 
so a done thing among visitors is to leave 
presents of such items behind them in their 
casas. T-shirts with writing on them are 
also appreciated. Also, you are a lot more 
likely to be asked for a pen or some chew- 
ing gum on the street than for some change. 
So whereabouts in Cuba should 
you go? Havana, of course, is the country’s 
capital and centre of government. An air of 
dereliction hangs over the place, but this is 
actually part of its aesthetic quality. The 
city’s buildings look like they have been 
abandoned for fifty years and then sud- 
denly inhabited again, their crumbling fa- 
cades and flaking paint jobs masking hives 
of activity. There’s a bustling atmosphere 
in the centre of town, with people wheel- 
ing, dealing or just shooting the breeze out 
on the streets and laneways. 
In terms of things to do, there are plenty of 
tourist-oriented activities on offer. Mind 
you, Cuban museums tend not to be great. 
The Museum of the Revolution, housed in 
Havana’s massive Presidential Palace is a 
particularly bad example, with its seem- 
ingly random layout and suspiciously in- 
authentic-looking artefacts. Your best bet 
is to go for a wander through the city’s 
streets (that tend to be quite safe, even by 
night) and attempt to get a feel for the place 
yourself. Of course, as a tourist (especially 
a pasty, Irish one) it’s difficult to blend in 
with the crowd and encounters with jin- 
teros (street-hustlers wishing to sell you 
things) are inevitable. The best thing to do 
is to civilly decline their offers and move 
on. 
Music is, needless to say, a major part of 
Cuban culture and a high proportion of bars 
and restaurants will have a band playing for 
customers. It is polite to give a small tip to 
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but staying with 
locals is useful for 
getting information 
about the area 
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musicians and, in most cases, merited as 
when they’re good, they can ignite a party 
in the dingiest of watering-holes. 

Moving away from the capital, Cuba boasts 
some astonishingly beautiful countryside. 
Viñales Valley, only a few hours’ drive 
from the capital is a UNESCO World Her- 
itage site. Surrounded by mountains, pep- 
pered with enormous rocky outcrops and 
home to farms where centuries-old agri- 
cultural methods are still used to this day, 
the views here are breath-taking at dawn. 
Another World Heritage site is the town of 
Trinidad in central Cuba. Although at times 
it can feel like a bit of a tourist trap, the 
colonial architecture and little cobbled 
streets give the place great character. 
Trinidad is also home to a rather unique 
nightclub situated inside a cave a few min- 
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utes walk from the town centre. 

Being in a typically western club playing 
American pop and dance music in Cuba 
makes one wonder though, about the effect 
that the growing tourist industry is having 
there. Tourism is where the money is at and 
one can almost sense the emergence of a 
stratum of people in that sector who can 
provide for themselves better than others 
can. Of course, no political ideology is one 
hundred per cent implementable (religious 
institutions have a very visible presence in 
Cuba) and any casa owners spoken to 
seemed quite proud to be Cuban or, rather, 
not American. Still, it casts an uncertain 
shadow over the future of socialism in the 
country (especially with Castro in his cur- 
rent state), giving tourists a very good rea- 
son to visit now. 








MICHAEL CARROLL 
STAFF WRITER 





I would like to tell you all about my time in Greee. I was in Greece, 
you see, this summer. It so happened that I was subjected in a 
conversation, afterwards, with a friendly wit, a journeyman 
acquaintance, one of the real Wildean, Kafkaesque, Darwinian, 
Bowdlerizing types one meets every so often in Swords. Previous 
disagreements on matters sexual, political, animal and vegetable 
were forgotten, as we enthused righteously on the subject, with 
some digressions on the peasantry 


Erasmus O’ Toole: (with feeling) I was in Greece. 

Friendly Wit: (genuinely interested) And was it hot? 

EO’ T: It was that and and more. 

FW: Before I forget, did I tell you about the crow? 

EO’T. Let me finish. If you wish to re-enact my journey, here are 
some pointers. I went in June. As far as heat is concerned, this 
usually allows for more pleasantness. Unfortunately, thanks to Mr 
Bush, I witnessed and suffered record-equalling temperatures of 
up 45 celsius. If heat for you is an affliction, this is to be borne in 
mind. 

FW: (with gusto) It is absurd to have an affliction. 

EO’T: Invariably. After your time is sorted, make sure of your 
place. It was an air conditioned hostel in Athens in which I was 
staying, and wasn’t it only splendid. 

FW: Arrah, what are you saying! Are you joking! 

EO’T: That’s the truth for you. ‘Hotel Lozanni’, 54 Kapodistriou 


worldtravel@trinitynews.ie 





street. 18 euro a night, and at most a 25 minute walk from the 
Agora. If you get to Omonoia square by metro, go along 3rd 
September street and isn’t it the fifth left. 

FW: Pl tell you one thing and then another. 

(Polite general pause) 

EO’T: On to the islands. Take the metro to the main port, Piraeus. 
We were to visit two islands: Aegina and Spetses, and in that order. 
At Piraeus, simply buy a ferry ticket at one of the seafront 
purveyors — less than E20 to Aegina. One hour journey. We stayed 
in a hotel by the seafront, E30 a night for two, balcony facing the 
sea. On the next day to Spetses, slightly more expensive ticket, 
three hour journey. Nothing annoys people so much as wrong 
timetables, but only trust the Greeks when they aren’t displaying 
timetables. We had to sprint for it, holding up the ferry in the 
process, but good-natured locals cheered us on. Then we were on 
the highest deck, on the red-wine sea; we sipped iced coffee 
(Frappé) and watched the mysterious, haze-dressed islands around 
whose enchanted shores Odysseus and his ilk-mates had skiffied. 
FW: Ah, that is charming. It produces vibrations. Edna O’Brien, 
with a horde of chimpanzees, couldn’t... 

EO’ T: The poetry is immaterial. We found a place outside the main 
town on Spetses to which their own van brought us — we had two 
rooms between us for E30 a night each, and a kitchen and 
swimming pool outside. Hospitable hosts; it is customary in Greek 
society to give one’s guests some ouzo, and they certainly 
hospitalized us with theirs! 

FW: Very witty. Any moments in Athens of Grecian epiphany, in 
which all made sense for a time so small as to make the awareness 
of its brevity a large part of its painful intensity, both during and 


after? 

(Erasmus pauses then speaks. Friendly Wit stands agape and 
aghast as the everydayness of everyday life is transcended. 
Memory and art combine to make life worth the living) 

EO’T: (With quiet but painful intensity) It was the quiet moments 
before the arrival of the sun. Slumped we were, on the hostel steps, 
empty bottles, and our hostelier stood up, and we followed, Dmitri 
his name, along the dying streets, passing through Omonoia where 
the strays met us, fine specimens of doghood, Leonardo and 
Napoleon, and others, and we stopped for a slice of pizza and then 
on past the Agora in the dimlight and up the hill, the ceremonial 
hill, where the processions of Athena once danced their way, 
stumbling and cursing, and then the Areopagus, the hill of Ares, 
white-bleached rock on which we lay after climbing, heads puffy, 
eyes dusty, and we talked and we dozed, and of the dogs only 
Napoleon still with us, and then the sunrise, and the Acropolis, seat 
of the gods from grey to gold, and the birds singing and the city 
beginning to buzz and the sea awakening the hills, and the 
Parthenon, white marble shining. 

(Deeply profound silence. Both have a healthy glow in their 
cheeks, vitalised by their new task, to bring this fresh-found 
awareness into everything they do while realising the practical 
limitations of abstraction.) 

FW: Well, P11 see you tomorrow anyhow. 

EO’T: Sure this is it. After our shared epiphany here, you will 
finally understand what Proust is on about. 

(Long live Proust, Truth and Beauty) 
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KRAKOW 


The pearl 
of Poland 


My father and I began our weekend in Krakow as one 
usually begins a city break: disorientated and rather 
hungry. We headed naturally for the Market Square, the 
centre of all activity in this pleasantly compact city. 
Down a side street we spotted a Russian restaurant 
called Wisniowy Sad (ul. Grodska 33) and decided to 
give it a try. Though dingy and small there were can- 
delabras scattered everywhere. A classical guitar player 
was jammed into a corner wearing a shiny purple shirt- 
the likes of which was less ‘My lovely horse’ and more 
‘My lovely Borscht’. The one waitress looked rushed 
off her feet and gruffly interrupted the guitar player to 
make him hand her a glass from behind his head. Wait- 
resses in Krakow are not noted for their good manners. 
Despite this a cosy atmosphere prevailed, it was a lit- 
tle like being at a Christmas party in someone’s 
kitchen. Russian food, incidentally, is excellent. And 
cheap. But so is practically all the food in Krakow. 
Krakow’s café-bars are excellent too. You can have 
anything from coffee to rum-spiked hot chocolate to 
straight vodka at any hour of the day. 

Since Poland joined the European Union Krakow, 
its most picturesque city, has become an increasingly 
popular city break destination. Getting there is easy, 
both Ryan Air and Aer Lingus fly to Krakow from 
Dublin, from around 90 E return. An excellent public 
transport system is in place in Krakow, but the relative 
smallness of the city means it’s very walkable. Ac- 
commodation is good value and reliable. Food and 
drink is incredibly cheap, as is shopping. Items to look 
out for are leather and amber goods. 

We began our second day with a trip to the 
Wieliczka Salt Mines. Located about 25 minutes out- 
side of the city, the Salt Mines are generally sneered at 
by the locals but remain immensely popular with 
tourists. Our guide was named Alicia. She joked that 
the mineral-filled air in the Salt Mines keeps her look- 
ing young, and she’s actually 95. We all laugh rau- 
cously. She looked like she’d beat us up if we didn’t. 
We drank Cherry Coke from a shop 135ft underground. 
As we walked around to the lift shaft to bring us back 
up to the surface, we came across a ballroom dancing 
competition being held in one of the Salt Mines’ func- 
tion rooms. It was so surreal to be watching 12-18 year 
olds doing the fandango 135ft under Krakow, in order 
to win ‘The Salt Cup’ 

On Sunday morning the skies opened so we de- 
cided to go hunting for a bookshop. At the end of a not 
very prosperous looking street was an unassuming 
shop, the size of a small apartment. The walls of Mas- 
solit Books and Café (ul. Felilcjanek 4, Krakow 
www.massolit.com) were lined with varied books and 
at one end was a small counter serving tea and bagels. 
There was a sign leading to ‘more books’, so I followed 
it, expecting to find a stockroom. Instead I was directed 
across an apartment hallway to a place straight out of 
a Narnia novel. It was another full apartment’s worth of 
books, ladders and couches. I went back to join Dad in 
the café and we sat, and read, and drank tea. The waiter 
did the same behind the counter, occasionally going out 
for a smoke. 

I had booked tickets for ‘Rigoletto’ in Krakow’s 
beautiful opera house that evening, so we went back 
home to get changed. Details on the Opera Krakowska 
can be found at bilety@opera.krakow.pl. We ran to the 
theatre to make the show in time, for half six. Yet, the 
woman behind the counter wouldn’t let us in. We spent 
twenty minutes fighting our case, speaking in English, 
battered Italian and crucified Polish. Eventually an old 
man showed us his watch. It was half past 5. In our in- 
finite wisdom, we had decided that the hour wouldn’t 
go back that weekend in Poland. We returned shame- 
facedly an hour later to an amazing performance, but 
not before going for a stiff drink. 

Ailbhe Malone, Staff Writer 


TRAVEL INFORMATION 


Good places to stay are the Dizzy Daisy Hostel 
(www.hotels.poland-bookings.com) and 
Hostel Deco, (hostel@hosteldeco.pl) 


Nearly every restaurant and bar in Krakow has a 
theme. Favourites include the Wild West restaurant 
on the main square and the frankly bizarre Transylva- 
nia Bar in Kazimierz, the old Jewish district. 


Summer temperatures in Krakow are comfortably 
warm, but the city is blanketed in snow for much of 
winter when temperatures stay at or below freezing 
point. 
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Animated Hinode resting in 
space to observe the sun 
600km above Earth in a 
sun-synchronous orbit. i 
Image courtesy: NASA/JJAXA 


SEBASTIAN WIESMAIER 
SCIENCE EDITOR 





On 20th to 24th August this year, 
Trinity College hosted the 1st Hinode Sci- 
ence Meeting. Around 150 Solar Physicists 
from the world’s big space agencies gath- 
ered here to discuss the latest spectacular 
imagery of our sun that was provided by 
the new Hinode space probe. Trinity’s 
Solar Physics group, led by Dr. Peter Gal- 
lagher, played — and still plays — a major 
role in the efforts to unravel the mecha- 
nisms that control the tremendous solar 
flares emerging from the sun’s surface and 
creating solar storms in space that earth is 
subjected to. 

On 22 September 2006, the new 
‘Hinode’ space telescope (working title: 
SOLAR-B) was launched into space as the 
successor to ‘Yohkoh’ (SOLAR-A). This 
joint project by JAXA (Japanese space 
agency), NASA, ESA and PPARC (UK) is 
the latest endeavour aimed towards the sun. 
The satellite features the latest in X-Ray 
imaging technology along with optical and 
ultraviolet imaging devices. These instru- 
ments allow it to resolve objects as small 
as 50cm when pointed at Earth or more 
striking, a human hair on a distance of 
100m (please try that yourself). Hinode 
(derived from the Japanese word for ‘sun- 
rise’) sits in a 600km high and sun- 
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Hinode sits ina 
600km high and 
sun-synchronous 
orbit where it 
finds best 
conditions to 
delve into solar 
flares and proton 
storms 
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synchronous 

orbit where it 

finds best conditions 

to delve into solar flares 
and proton storms. 

These solar flares are essentially 
huge eruptions of plasma on the sun’s sur- 
face that are triggered by changes in the 
magnetic field of the sun. When they occur, 
millions of tons of material is ejected into 
space and according to the Science & Tech- 
nology Facilities Council (STFC, UK), 
they release as much energy as a billion 
megatons of TNT in the form of radiation, 
high energy particles and magnetic fields. 
Particles can reach the Earth within tens of 
minutes followed a few days later by so 
called Coronal Mass Ejections that emerge 
on the sun’s surface and alter its magnetic 
field to the extent that also the Earth’s field 
is affected. 

Why should that bother us? Solar 
storms can have serious impacts on all 
areas of daily life. We don’t realise very 
often how dependent we are nowadays on 
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Top scientists behind 
Japanese sun probe hold 
conference in Trinity 


com- 
puters, hand- 

held devices and even 

more so on electricity. But these 

are exactly the targets a solar breakout has. 
The massive storms of proton particles that 
these breakouts constitute can have the ca- 
pacity to shut down all these. One of the 
best examples is Quebec in 1989 when a 
solar storm induced currents in the trans- 
formers which caused the electric network 
to fail, and left 6 million people in the dark 
and cold for nine hours. 

Because these solar storms can occur 
anytime, it is vital to make progress in our 
understanding of how they are generated. 
And Dr. Peter Gallagher proved to be con- 
fident that Hinode is achieving precisely 


~ 


that 

when he told Trinity 

News & Research: “The new data from 
Hinode has forced theoretical and experi- 
mental physicists to almost completely re- 
think how the solar atmosphere works.” 
Groundbreaking research can be expected 
and Trinity College based scientists are 
right in the middle of it as the conference 
being held at TCD shows. “Trinity College 
is honoured to host such an important con- 
ference,” said Dr. Gallagher. 


View to the East across the El Golfo embayment on El Hierro, a spectacular reminder of what goes on when a giant landslide comes down. This valley used to be filled with solid rock, entirely. Photo: Marc-Antoine Longpré 


SEBASTIAN WIESMAIER 
SCIENCE EDITOR 





Holidays on Tenerife, aaaaaaaah! What a 
feeling to have this warm and soothing sun 
gently petting my skin while I’m sipping 
my café con barraquito at the San Marcos 
beach. And the nice scenery! You have a 
beautiful coastline, an amazing forest of 
pine trees, a volcano sitting in the middle 
of the island, and I could go on for hours... 
But one common feature of Canarian land- 
scapes that holiday-goers or even the local 
residents generally fail to recognise is the 
giant valleys cut by past, equally giant, 
landslides! 

Wait, giant landslides? That sounds 
dangerous, doesn’t it? It actually is; giant 
landslides are known to geologists to cause 
devastating tsunamis and volcanic erup- 
tions. Take this for example; in 1958, a 525 
m high wave (that’s right, 525 m!) was pro- 
duced when a large mass of rock fell into 
the waters of Lituya Bay, Alaska. To put 


things in perspective, however, this was a 
rather tiny landslide and such a big wave 
was partly due to the confining topography 
of the bay. Huge landslides that leave big 
valleys like the ones on Tenerife are ex- 
tremely rare on human life timescales; the 
most recent giant landslide that geologists 
were able to trace back took place on the 
volcano of Réunion Island in the Indian 
Ocean around 4,000 years ago. So, there is 
no need to jump out the window Simpsons- 
style in case you’ve just booked a flight to 
Tenerife. 

To give you an idea of what these val- 
leys look like, imagine a ~10 km radius 
semi-circle tilted towards the sea with its 
curved edge surrounded by up to 1000 m 
high cliffs!!! It is so big that most people 
don’t realise that this valley is the result of 
a single event. Now that all sounds nice and 
neat, a few rocks fall into the sea and that’s 
it? Not quite... Imagine how the whole is- 
land is shaken from the vibrations these 
100 - 200km3 of rock create when they are 
moving. Go to the Dublin Mountains and 


try to rub pieces of Granite against each 
other, that is not a smooth sliding thing. It’s 
rather like taking a train without rails that 
weighs 500 billion tons and can go up to 
100 km/h (!): You have one massive earth- 
quake, you better not be there. Some slow- 
moving landslides on Hawaii for example 
have caused earthquakes of already up to 
7.5 on the Richter scale. In this case, the 
flank of the volcano only slipped a few me- 
ters seaward and, yet, the seismic activity 
was tremendous...so imagine if it had 
slipped a lot further.. How do we know all 
that? 

Let me introduce Marc-Antoine 
Longpré. He is a fourth year Canadian PhD 
student in Trinity’s Geology Department, 
part of the Volcanic and Magmatic 
Processes Group (www.vamp-group.com), 
supervised by Prof Valentin Troll and... he 
studies giant landslides on the islands of 
Tenerife and El Hierro. He will help us to 
better understand what happens to the vol- 
cano when a huge chunk of its flank just 
falls into the sea at high speed. 


How did Marc-Antoine manage to 
study this? His approach is to combine 
field work with analyses carried out in the 
lab in the hopes of finding some answers. 
The field part involves travelling to the Ca- 
naries (tough life, isn’t it?), hiking in the 
mountains and observing the relations be- 
tween the different types of volcanic rock 
he finds. 

On the island of El Hierro, where one 
of the world’s most spectacular landslide 
scars is found, he compares the volcanic 
rocks (or solidified lava) that erupted be- 
fore the landslide took place to the ones 
that were formed after. He records and clas- 
sifies these rocks and samples some of 
them. Moreover, he uses a compass cli- 
nometre and a GPS to determine the exact 
position of certain lava flows in 3D. All de- 
tails have to be noted, it’s a Sherlock 
Holmes type of work, only it is applied to 
rocks. After he has collected these data, he 
tries to find any systematics that might or 
might not be there. Based on the minerals 
present in the rocks on El Hierro, he was 


able to find a marked difference between 
the volcanic rocks that pre-date the land- 
slide and the ones that post-date it. Another 
striking difference in the volcano’s behav- 
iour following the landslide was in the lo- 
cation of eruptions, which shifted to the 
giant amphitheatre-like depression left by 
the landslide. 

To be able to further characterise the 
effects that the landslide had had on the 
volcano, it was necessary for him to 
analyse the specimen he collected in more 
detail. Chemical analyses corroborated his 
field findings and overall results showed 
clearly that the landslide affected the is- 
land’s volcanism in two ways: Firstly, the 
unloading of 200km3 of rock obviously re- 
duces the pressure for the underlying sys- 
tem of volcanic conduits considerably. All 
of a sudden this confining pressure is gone, 
so the subterranean magma is allowed to 
spill out, very similar to the opening of a 
champagne bottle. So, after such a giant 
landslide volcanoes are likely to erupt more 
frequently. What is even more interesting 


SUN FACTS 





Our Sun is a normal main-se- 
quence G2 star, one of more 
than 100 billion stars in our 
galaxy. It is in the largest 10% of 
stars by mass. 


The Sun is by far the largest ob- 
ject in the solar system. It con- 
tains more than 99.8% of the 
total mass of the Solar System 
(Jupiter contains most of the 
rest). 


Throughout history different 
cultures have immortalised the 
sun as the giver and controller 
of life. “Helios” to the Ancient 
Greeks, “Freyr "in Norse 
mythology, “Sol” in Rome, Liza 
in African cultures, “Garuda”, 
Vishnu’s mount (and or 
“Surya’) in Hinduism and “Re” 
in Ancient Egypt. 


The surface temperature of the 
Sun is 5770 Kelvins or 5499°C. 


The Solar radius is 432,470 
miles, that’s 109 Earth radii. 


The current Sunspot cycle is 
predicted to peak in 2010, and 
to be one of the most powerful 
in 50 years. It could bring geo- 
magnetic storms, producing 
power outages and disrupting 
compasses but also the beauti- 
ful Aurora affect. 


Sources: www.nineplanets.org, 
Stanford Solar Centre, NASA 
Compiled by: Kevin Lynch 





for Marc-Antoine though, is that also the 
composition of the post-landslide rocks 
was markedly different. The lava started to 
come from deeper regions in the Earth’s 
mantle below the volcano, down to some 
45 km! Clearly nothing to do with the car- 
toonish picture of a round magma chamber 
found at shallow levels beneath the vol- 
cano! So, what was going on there? It 
seems as if the whole magmatic system 
shifted closer towards the surface due to the 
landslide while dragging additional magma 
from deep under. This is an important geo- 
logical conclusion because it implies that 
something that happens at the surface (the 
giant landslide) can actually trigger all sorts 
of changes at great depths within the Earth 
which in turn may affect surface phenom- 
ena in the world we live in. 

So where does that leave us, the 
tourists in the end? As said earlier on, try 
not to be there in case one is happening, 
However, next time you are on Tenerife, 
look out for these most impressive features. 
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Derby Day win 


ST PATRICK’S ATHLETIC 0 
BOHEMIAN FC: 1 


MARK MCDERMOTT 
STAFF WRITER 





St. Patrick’s Athletic and Bohemian FC 
met in the eircom League of Ireland, with 
the home side intent on avenging a 2-1 de- 
feat to the Gypsies in the FAI cup quarter 
final two weeks previously. Bohemians, 
perhaps with one eye on the League Cup 
final against Derry City, decided to rest 
several first team players but still attracted 
a large (and vociferous) following for this 
big Dublin derby. St. Pat’s, like the visitors, 
also had a large crowd behind them, the 
ranks of the regulars being swelled by sen- 
ior citizens availing of the “Grab a Granny” 
promotion in which fans who brought 
along their grannies gained admission for 
free! The game itself provided plenty of ac- 
tion for fans both young and old to enjoy. 
St. Patrick’s Athletic were the livelier of the 
two teams in the opening period, and the 
first real chance of the match fell to their 
new Scottish signing, Billy Gibson, who 
headed a Keith Fahey cross just wide in the 
8th minute. Bohemians won a free kick in 
a dangerous area soon after, but Stephen 
O’Donnell’s effort was comfortably saved 
by Ryan. 15 minutes in, the Bohemians 
keeper Murphy had a more difficult task in 
diving to his right to keep out a goal bound 
header from his namesake Anto Murphy, 
pulling off a fine save. 

Bohemians struggled to find their feet in 
the game, and Saint Pat’s, particularly 
through the energetic Keith Fahey on the 
right, seemed the more likely to find the 
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St. Pat’salso had a 
large crowd 
behind them, the 
ranks of the 
regulars being 
swelled by senior 
citizens availing 
of the “Grab a 
Granny” 
promotion - fans 
who brought 
along their 
grannies gained 
admission for 
free peon 
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Kwon-Do 


take gold 


KEVIN LYNCH 
STAFF WRITER 





Laura Cremen (JS History and Polit- 
ical Science) and Ciara Aucoin (JS 
Philosophy and Political Science) 
won gold medals in the prestigious 
team sparring category at the ITF-Tae 
Kwon-Do World Championships 
held from 31st July to 5th August in 
Birmingham, England. They com- 
peted with three other girls as the 
Irish Ladies senior team. England 
(the pre-tournament favourites) held 
the girls to a draw in the first round, 
as did Argentina in the semi-finals, 
but Ireland defeated both in tie-break 
fights. 

After proving themselves in the early 
stages, the Irish Ladies easily de- 
feated Japan in the final in a tense and 
exciting contest, winning three fights 
to zero. The final was presided over 
by an International panel of Tae 
Kwon-Do masters (seventh degree 
and above) and watched by Grand- 
master Choi Chung-Hwa (IX De- 
gree), President of the International 
Tae Kwon-Do Federation (ITF). 

In addition to the team events both 
girls competed in the individual cate- 


gories for sparring, destruction 
(‘power breaking’) and patterns (a 
pre-determined series of attack, 
counter and defence techniques 
against a number of opponents in 
imaginary combat). Both brought 
home Bronze medals for sparring as 
individuals. 

In Tae Kwon-Do sparring is con- 
ducted on the basis of two rounds of 
two minutes each, in ‘semi-contact’ 
style, meaning you are allowed to hit 
the other fighter but not so hard as to 
cause injury. 

29 countries, from five continents, 
were represented at the Champi- 
onships, an annual event which is the 
pinnacle of excellence in Tae Kwon- 
Do. The competition which runs con- 
currently with the Junior World 
Championships (for under Eighteens) 
is open only to black belt holders. 
Miss Cremen is currently Captain of 
Dublin University Tae Kwon-Do 
Club, while Miss Aucoin served as 
Captain in 2006/2007. Both girls are 
now eligible for University Colours, 
having represented their country 
while students at the University of 
Dublin. 


net. On 37 Mark Quigley missed with an- 
other header from a Fahey cross, getting 
under the ball when he really should have 
done better. 

Despite their apparent lack of a cutting 
edge, Bohemians missed the best chance of 
the first half in the 43rd minute. Mansaram 
and McGinlay combined well and despite 
the attentions of the Bohemians defence 
young McGinlay managed to get his shot 
in, forcing Barry Ryan into making a good 
save, his first real action of the half. 
Bohemians began the second half with real 
intent. The half was barely a minute old 
when Darren Mansaram slipped the ball 
through to Dean Richardson who blazed 
over from a good position. Mansaram was 
proving a thorn in the side of the St. Pat’s 
defence, holding the ball up well and con- 
stantly threatening with his strength and 
ability. 

St. Patrick’s Athletic seemed devoid of cre- 
ative ideas and sought to change things on 
the hour, with American striker Ryan Guy 
replacing the labouring Glen Fitzpatrick. 
This seemed to spur the home side on and 
a few minutes later Mark Quigley went 
very close with a lobbed effort from a de- 
flected Anto Murphy cross. 

Almost immediately St. Pat’s were made to 
pay for their litany of missed chances and 
found themselves a goal down. Conor 
Powell’s through ball seemed to hit off the 
back of Darren Mansaram, but somehow 
he managed to retain control of the ball and 
stroke a cool finish past the advancing 
Barry Ryan to claim his ninth of the season 
and third against St. Pat’s in two weeks, 
having bagged a brace in the cup match a 
fortnight previously. 

The home side were denied a penalty in 
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the 73rd minute when Mark Quigley tum- 
bled in the box. Despite the replays sug- 
gesting otherwise, the referee waved for 
play to continue. Bohemians missed a great 
chance minutes later when Darren 
Mansaram again found himself clear but 
his attempted lob was too close to the Pat’s 
goalkeeper. 

Even though it was the Saints who desper- 
ately needed to find a goal Bohemians were 
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applying all the pressure, forcing their op- 
ponents back deep inside their own half 
and restricting their goal scoring chances. 
The match was far from the ill tempered af- 
fair that seven yellow cards suggests, the 
referee perhaps being a bit too happy to 
brandish the cards in this hard fought 
match. 

St. Pats eventually had a go at Bohemians 
and came close when the excellent Keith 
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Fahey forced a brilliant save from Brian 
Murphy, who got down low to push a great 
free kick wide. They almost snatched a 
point right at the death when Darragh 
Maguire, a second half substitute, found 
Mark Quigley with a lay off, but he was 
again denied by a superb save from Mur- 
phy. The Bohemians fans went wild as the 
final whistle was blown, a second victory 
in two weeks over their city rivals secured. 
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Dublin City University Saints recorded a 
comfortable away victory over the 

Shamrock Rovers Hoops in the Nivea 
for Men Superleague at the National Bas- 
ketball Arena, Tallaght. Both teams were 
playing their opening game of the season, 
watched by a passionate crowd of several 
hundred at the impressive south Dublin 
venue. The Hoops welcomed back star 
player Jonathan “J” Reed from last year. 
The 673” guard is occupying a 
player/coach role this season. 

“J” Reed was involved in all of the 
Shamrock Rovers Hoops’ good play in the 
first quarter. He got the home side off to a 
good start with an excellent 2 pointer. The 
tenacious approach play of the Hoops, 
however, wasn’t showing on the score- 
board as 6’6” DCU Saints forward Kenny 
Gamble quickly found his scoring rhythm. 
Gamble’s prolific finishing, along with an 
excellent three pointer from Pete Madsen, 
ensured that the Saints were leading 24-9 
with three and a half minutes of the first 
quarter remaining. Two excellent three 
pointers from Jonathan Reed ensured the 
Hoops finished the quarter strongly as it 
ended 28 points to 18 in the Saints’ favour. 

During the second quarter, the Hoops 
failed to convert their plentiful possession 
into points on the scoreboard. Mike Trim- 
mer had an influential quarter for DCU, 
scoring a number of important 2 pointers. 
The Hoops, however, kept in touch with 
points from Reed and 6’8” forward Bryce 
May. The crowd at the National Basketball 
Arena tried to get behind the home side 


with sporadic chants of “Defence!” but it 
was the Saints’ who defended more res- 
olutely. The second quarter finished with 
an exciting period of counter-attacking bas- 
ketball. The Hoops missed an easy two 
pointer and were immediately punished 
when the Saints’ guard James Donnelly 
landed an excellent long range effort for 
three points. Bryce May responded with a 
slam dunk, one of several he contributed in 
the game. The DCU Saints went into the 
dressing room at half-time leading 44 
points to 28. 

The third quarter opened with a flurry 
of scores for the Saints. Irish players Mad- 
sen, Joey McGuirk and Eoin Darling all 
added points to the scoreboard. Hoops 
guard and Irish international Ian O’ Boyle 
had an excellent period of play, scoring two 
three pointers in quick succession. Sus- 
tained pressure from the Saints led to two 
points from Kenny Gamble after a neat in- 
terchange of passes. Dave Donnelly ran the 
point excellently for the Saints in this quar- 
ter, scoring nine points. Impressive Amer- 
ican debutant Keenan Bowder also scored 
freely. As the third quarter drew to a close 
DCU Saints demonstrated their clinical fin- 
ishing by scoring a three pointer as the shot 
clock reached zero, extending their lead to 
79-52. 

The Saints were able to close the 
game out efficiently in the final quarter of 
the game. Pete Madsen scored two excel- 
lent three pointers from the left-hand side 
of the court although the Hoops’ Ciaran 
White successfully converted several re- 
bounds. Dave Donnelly controlled the final 
stages of the game well although the result 
of this thoroughly enjoyable match was 
never in doubt. The DCU Saints led from 
the beginning of the game and slowly ex- 
tended their advantage. 
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mouse 


Kildare athlete Maeve Kyle is a woman 
who needs no introduction. Arguably the 
best athlete Trinity has produced, she 
reached the pinnacle of her profession 








writes Johnathan Drennan 





aeve Kyle should really 
need no introduction, but 
unfortunately she does. 
Arguably the greatest fe- 
male athlete Trinity College, Dublin has 
ever produced, Kyle became a pioneer 
for female sport across an island that 
was obsessed with censorship and 
morality. A prodigious competitor from 

a young age, Kyle represented Ireland 
in two sports with distinction; earning 
46 caps in hockey and running in the 
Melbourne, Rome and Tokyo Olympic 
games. She achieved all of this in a 
strictly amateur setting while juggling 
the pressing responsibilities of family 
and her career as a science teacher. 
Now living happily in Ballymena as a 
proud grandmother; Maeve Kyle has be- 
come part of the fabric of the town. 
Known throughout Ireland for her in- 
fectious and evergreen personality; she 
insists on giving me a lift to her family 
home and plying me with food at every 
opportunity. When talking about her life 
in sport, Kyle talks freely and excitedly, 
recalling a journey that has taken her 
around the world many times. 

The journey began in rural Kilkenny; 
Kyle grew up in a male dominated en- 
vironment of Kilkenny College where 
her father was headmaster. She recounts 
an idyllic carefree childhood that was 
enjoyed playing any game available. 
She recounts, “I grew up in a very male 
environment and played everything; 
handball gave me very good hand eye 
coordination, though it gave me welts in 
my hands for years!” Those hard form- 
ative years paid off, Kyle went on to 
represent Trinity at Lacrosse, Tennis, 
Hockey and even Sailing. 

Kyle‘s relationship with Trinity started 
from a young age when she moved to 
Dublin to live with her Grandfather who 
was the Provost of the College. She 
says, “it was an incredible experience 
living in the Provost’s House as a young 
girl from the country, I suppose I would 
have been a bit like Huckleberry Finn.” 
After enjoying a “very liberal” educa- 
tion at Alexandra College in Dublin, 
Kyle was quick to integrate herself into 
the fabric of Trinity life. “Trinity was 
the epitome of everything I ever wanted, 
it was an education, sport and impor- 
tantly wonderful people; I entered in 
1946, the year after the war which was 
truly a golden era.” 

Learning the rudiments of hockey as a 
child in Kilkenny with one of her 
mother’s sawn down sticks; it quickly 
became Kyle‘s main sport, playing in 
her first inter-provincial tournament at 
the tender age of 14. The Dublin Uni- 
versity Ladies’ Hockey Club soon be- 
came an integral part of her Trinity 
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experience. She recounts, “University 
sport was played at a glorious level of 
inconsequential outcomes, I got straight 
onto the Trinity team which was hon- 
estly like making the international team, 
the thrill it gave me.” Indeed, winning 
the University wide Chilean Cup as 
Captain of Trinity remains one of her 
proudest achievements. 

Growing up in a boarding school had 
prepared Kyle for the academic rigours 
that awaited her on her arrival through 
Front Arch. Studying science, geogra- 
phy and also attending lectures in 
Physics and Maths “for my own enjoy- 
ment”, she was left with little time to 
herself. She says, “you were generally 
up to your neck in work, now people 
generally get in arguments with me 
about this, but sport was everything to 
me, it was my relaxation and social 
life.” If sport was there to provide some 
kind of therapy, it undoubtedly worked; 
Kyle went on to graduate with an hon- 
ours degree in science and a diploma in 
education. 
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While hockey launched her incredible 
sporting journey, Kyle‘s athletics career 
has garnered her the most fame. How- 
ever, living in the more primitive times 
of 1950’s Ireland, female athletes were 
often swimming against the tide of 
starched authority figures that were 
keen to impose their will whenever pos- 
sible. “There wasn’t much of a female 
athletics scene in Ireland then; to be 
honest the Church didn’t like girls 
showing their legs and it became a bit 
of a desert.” Unable to enjoy the bene- 
fits of today’s female athletes both in 
terms of exposure and facilities, Kyle’s 
colleagues were forced to fight for the 
basic right to compete. 

In an era of money driven professional 
sport, it can be difficult to comprehend 
Kyle’s athletic feats. Modesty is a stan- 
dard part of Kyle’s personality and she 
doesn’t appear to grasp the significance 
of her achievements to today’s audi- 
ence. Originally training in athletics to 
help develop more speed for the hockey 
pitch, things became to snowball as 
Kyle began breaking records effort- 
lessly. “I remember once playing a 
hockey match for Ireland on the Island 
Bridge Road and getting into the car to 
drive to Santry for an athletics meeting 
with mud on my knees and managing to 
break an Irish record that same day, 
though it wasn’t very hard then.” 

After meeting her future husband Sean 
on a blind date after an international 
hockey match; she left the security of 
her life in Dublin for the uncertainty of 
setting up a home in the Northern Irish 
town of Ballymena. However, this move 
managed to forge one of the greatest 
athletic partnerships ever seen in Ire- 
land, with Sean acting as her constant 
mentor and coach throughout her career. 
By developing a sound sprinting tech- 
nique under the expert tutelage of her 
husband; Kyle was able to defy the sta- 
tus quo and was picked as the only fe- 
male athlete in the Irish Olympic Squad 
for the Melbourne Games of 1956. Her 
story of selection for the games is typi- 
cally told with humour and warmth. 
“When I heard the news I was actually 
in Austria of all places on holiday, be- 
coming rather out of shape drinking 
beer and eating strawberry torte, then I 
heard on the radio that I had been picked 
for the Olympics, I nearly died!” How- 
ever, after the initial joy, obstacles soon 
began to present themselves. Being the 
only female member of the squad 
should have been an achievement, but 
instead Kyle was put under immense 
pressure. Kyle was pillared by some 
sections of the Irish press for neglecting 
her domestic duties and leaving her 
young daughter Shauna at home. Finan- 
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cial problems also began to rear their 
ugly head. “Ill never forget, I got this 
letter from the Irish Olympic Council 
congratulating me on making the team, 
it also asked me for £200 to go towards 
the cost of the trip which would be 
about £5000 today”. 

Kyle raised the money and subsequently 
competed at the Rome and Tokyo 
Olympics of 1960 and 1964 respec- 
tively. Having realised she would never 
perhaps reach the heights she wanted as 
a sprinter; Kyle successfully converted 
to middle distance running, achieving 
distinction in the 400 and 800 metres. 
Kyle’s philosophy on sport has always 
been simple and it remains to this day; if 
you aren’t enjoying what you are doing, 
stop. She says, “you know, I always 
wanted to win so badly, but if I didn’t 
manage to win it was always quickly 
forgotten; sport was a major develop- 
ment in my life, it was so effective, it 
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taught you rules for life.” 

As the curtain drew on Kyle‘s career as 
a competitor in hockey and athletics; her 
life as a coach was only starting. In tan- 
dem with her husband Sean, Maeve set 
up the Ballymena and Antrim Athletics 
Club, giving young people in the area a 
much needed sporting outlet. Today 
thousands of children have passed under 
their expert tutelage and the enthusiasm 
still burns strong. She states, “Kids 
today have so much pressure on them 
and Sean and I are like sounding boards, 
as a coach you become a surrogate par- 
ent, guiding them as best as you can.” 
The Kyle‘s beautiful house in Bally- 
mena bears the name ‘Tir na Nog’, 
meaning Land of the Young. The name 
seems appropriate, their home is often 
full of children from the athletics club 
eager to train and talk with the couple. It 
appears the sporting odyssey of Maeve 
Kyle is far from over. 
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in Oxbridge 


JONATHAN DRENNAN 
FROM OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE 





“Hi Jonny, it’s Tony Smeeth the director of 
rugby at Trinity, how would you feel about 
coming over to Oxford and Cambridge and 
covering the matches and getting to see 
how the rugby club does things at first 
hand?” My response was curt and quick, 
thanks but no thanks Tony. While I have al- 
ways loved the game of rugby, the same 
unfortunately could never be said of its 
players. Rugby players in Dublin undoubt- 
edly suffer from an image problem. Stereo- 
types of an army of Ross O’Carroll Kelly’s 
armed with popped collars and protein 
shakes prevail, leaving a vast body of peo- 
ple tarnished with the same brush. In my 
final year, I didn’t want to spend my last 
Freshers’ Week on tour with a group of 
people I didn’t know and wasn’t apparently 
able to relate to. 

However, minds often change 
quickly; putting it down to life experience, 
I took the plunge and decided to go to Ox- 
ford and Cambridge on a whim. On the 2nd 
of October I stumbled into Dublin airport 
bleary eyed and irritable at 6.30 am for 
Dublin University Football Club’s flight to 
England. Shuffling to the check-in desk, I 
was grateful to see a familiar face in Jonny 
Watt who plays fly-half for the club. Jonny 
and I were friends at school in Belfast and 
he immediately set about introducing me to 
various players. I’m not sure Tony had got 
round to explaining my presence to the 
other players. While everyone was ex- 
tremely pleasant, I sensed some were anx- 
ious to know if I was playing and if not 
why was I there? 

There was no time to worry. If Neil 
Strauss managed to write a cohesive book 
about going on the road with rock band 
Motley Crue, surely I could write an arti- 
cle about a bunch of rugby players from 
Trinity. DUFC could be likened to a rather 
large and ungainly family were everyone 
has a role to fulfil. If Tony Smeeth is the 
patriarch of the club, then secretary Kay 
Bowen is undoubtedly the matriarch, 
calmly organising everything from pro- 
grammes to hotels. The backroom staff is 
nothing if not eclectic, a fitness instructor 
who counts U2’s Adam Clayton as a for- 
mer client is aided by a globetrotting Aus- 
tralian physio who is fluent in Spanish. The 
sheer size of the operation was daunting, 
not taking into account the large pool of 45 
players. 


2ND OCTOBER 2007 

We’ ve only arrived in Cambridge and it’s 
time to play rugby. With a short turn- 
around, I’m sitting on the team bus with the 
2nd XV travelling to Grange Road for the 
first fixture of the tour. The mood is a bit 
mixed, some players resort to nervously 
going through tactics and moves while oth- 
ers simply choose to enjoy the scenery 
from the window. However, the nerves 
were proven unnecessary as Trinity record 
a comprehensive 48-5 victory over Cam- 
bridge. The gauntlet has certainly been 
thrown down as the Ist XV take to the field 
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that evening for their game against an 
untested Cambridge outfit. The game is a 
mixed bag. Scintillating counter-attacking 
rugby from Trinity is set against awkward 
late hits and aggressive forward play from 
Cambridge. However, the final whistle 
brings relief as Trinity win comfortably 22- 
38. The proof of a hard-earned victory is 
seen in the dressing room afterwards. The 
physio is building up a steady queue by the 
operating table as several players lie in 
agony. Injuries are constantly in players 
minds and they become expert at self-di- 
agnosis. Conor Donohue has wrecked his 
knee in the act of scoring a try and imme- 
diately realises his tour has come to an end 
prematurely. However, an unexpected two 
wins has lead to the players being given a 
free reign in Cambridge for the evening. 

Despite it being the first night of 
Freshers’ Week in Cambridge, the bounc- 
ers at the club we visit seem to have no ob- 
jections to both squads bypassing a long 
snaking queue that spans the High Street. 
I’ve kindly been given a team jacket and 
I’ve managed to get in undetected, posing 
as a diminutive scrum half. Hours later we 
emerge into the cold cobbles of Cambridge 
searching for that elusive taxi. It duly ar- 
rives in the form of an Indian man who 
isn’t quite sure of his bearings, but is happy 
to take advantage of our drunken good hu- 
mour as we drive around for an hour an 
half like a lost ice cream van. After taking 
a detour to Bedford, I lose patience and fall 
asleep, leaving the directions in the capa- 
ble hands of Mick Bolland and Eoin O 
Cuilleanain. Miraculously, against the odds 
we make to the Holiday Inn, I fall asleep 
almost immediately. 


3RD OF OCTOBER 

Sharing a room with Jonny Watt has two 
main benefits. He never snores and he has 
one of the best natural alarm clocks I’ve 
ever come across. Despite being out for the 
best part of the night, we are expected to 
get up at 9.00 am, I’m not fully confident I 
would have achieved this feat on my own. 
The breakfast table is full of tales from the 
night before and the game itself. I sit mo- 
rosely with a glass of water and fruit, re- 
gretting my decision the previous day of 
asking Tony Smeeth could I train with the 
team to get more of an idea of what their 
bodies go through. It’s not one of my wis- 
est decisions. After a summer of complete 
inactivity, I’m panting fiercely as my mus- 
cles have woken from a long slumber. Star 
jumps, squats and scorpions are taking their 
toil as conditioning coach Caleb Cairns 
barks orders. I start to find my feet in the 
sprints managing to keep up with most 
players. However, I get a bit too confident 
with my footwork and get berated by Tony 
Smeeth for nearly colliding with centre 
Eddie Hamilton. I’m grateful when the 
contact session begins and I gracefully sit 
the session out, pleading with team man- 
ager Jim Flynn that I’ll make myself useful 
by taking notes and filling up water bottles. 


4TH OCTOBER 
The team bus makes its way slowly to 
Grange Road for training and I start to ap- 


preciate my surroundings. The ground it- 
self is beautifully kept and retains a nostal- 
gic charm with its wooden stand and 
pavilion. Lacing up my boots, I am con- 
fronted by a stiffness in my limbs that in- 
structs me I need some exercise urgently. 
After some light stretching, we are asked 
to go in pairs for a routine warm up; I pick 
second row John Denny confidently sizing 
him up for the sprints. Caleb tells us we are 
to carry our partner for ten metres then you 
swap over. I move to walk away. Caleb in- 
forms me this isn’t a problem, John can 
carry me both ways. Feeling as useful as a 
hand-break in a canoe, I retreat to the safety 
of my notes. 


STH OCTOBER 

Rugby is an incredibly demanding sport. 
Physically and mentally taxing, it takes up 
time, effort and money. DUFC is run like a 
semi-professional outfit. Early morning 
weights sessions are supplemented by in- 
tense training at night during the week. 
Several of the squad aren’t Trinity students, 
with some players having to make huge 
sacrifices to play rugby at College Park. 
Second row Roger Young commutes daily 
from NUI Maynooth to make every ses- 
sion. The player’s experiences on arrival at 
DUFC are all completely different. Some 
entered Front Arch with a bevy of school 
rugby honours, others entered having re- 
ceived no proper recognition before Trin- 
ity. While there are two teams on this tour, 
I’ve noticed an incredible cohesion. There 
appears to be no difference between the Ist 
and 2nd XV, it’s a collective effort that is 
beginning to pay dividends. 


6TH OCTOBER 

Typically, ’ ve managed to miss the funni- 
est part of the tour. After an exhausting first 
few days, the players were asked to attend 
a swimming session to relieve tired mus- 
cles. To add a bit of colour to the piece I 
tell Tony lIl be attending. Rooms have 
been changed and unfortunately my new 
room mate Andy Wallace seems to be as 
naturally inclined to rest as myself, leaving 
us to oversleep, just making it in time for 
the remains of breakfast. I’m told it was hi- 
larious. Players originally thinking they 
were going for a light dip in the pool are 
confronted by the fact they’ ve unwittingly 
gatecrashed one of Oxford’s premier water 
aerobics classes; primarily for the benefit 
of pregnant women and pensioners. Urged 
by the instructor, the players enter into the 
spirit of things and soon sixteen stone men 
are moving nimbly in perfect sync to eld- 
erly ladies. 


7TH OCTOBER 

Last night the 2nd XV beat Oxford 28-18, 
with prop Craig Telford scoring a crucial 
last minute try setting up a great platform 
for today’s proceedings. Taking our seats at 
Iffley Road, the mood was justifiably good, 
believing a clean sweep over Oxbridge was 
within sight. However, it wasn’t to be. The 
Ist XV went down 34-0 to Oxford after 
being outclassed by a bigger team, inspired 
by former Australian international Joe Roff 
at fly-half. 





























Flying 
saucers 
come to 
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Anyone who has played Ultimate Frisbee for any 
length of time will have come across the cynical per- 
plexity of the majority of people who are unfamiliar 
with the game. “It’s not a sport if a dog can play it” 
was my personal favourite slight, but anyone who has 
actually seen Ultimate played to any standard will ap- 
preciate the requisite skill levels, tactical nous and 
sheer physical effort involved. 

A common way of describing how Ultimate works is 
by drawing a parallel with American football. The 
pitch is about the size of a soccer or rugby pitch, with 
each team of seven defending a large end-zone. The 
object of the game is to work the disc up the pitch- 
one cannot run with the disc in hand, rather like net- 
ball- until a catch is made in the opposition end-zone, 
resulting in a score. Outrageous throws and spectacu- 
lar dives are not essential but often employed, mak- 
ing Ultimate a remarkably absorbing game to watch. 
Skill, agility and an awful lot of running are common 
to many sports, of course, but Ultimate players like to 
think their sport unique in at least one respect: what 
is known as the Spirit of the Game. The concept em- 
braces sportsmanship and fair play, but also enjoy- 
ment and the social aspect of play. There are, 
therefore, no referees in a game of Ultimate; all dis- 
putes are resolved by agreement between the two 
teams. Every Ultimate tournament offers a Spirit 
award- voted for by the participant teams- as well as 
the normal winners trophy so as to emphasise and re- 
ward good Spirit. The Trinity team has, unfortu- 
nately, not quite won its share of these in Irish 
tournaments recently; this aberration is generally put 
down to jealousy at our recent success. 

Ultimate in Trinity began in 1995 with the setting up 
of DUUFC. The club’s growth since then has been 
nothing short of remarkable; from a few enthusiasts 
idly chucking a disc around to an internationally 
known outfit. Trinity is now regarded as one of the 
best clubs in Ireland and has dominated the national 
university scene in recent years. This success was un- 
derpinned by back-to-back victories in the last two 
Intervarsity Championships, both after nail-biting fi- 
nals against the auld enemy, UCD. In April 2007, 
Trinity became the first ever Irish team to win a UK 
tournament at the highest level when we won Mixed 
Outdoor Nationals, held in Newcastle. At interna- 
tional level, DUUFC sent three male and two female 
players to the European Ultimate Championships in 
August, which saw the Ireland Open team finish a su- 
perb 6th out of 16 nations. Most recently, we sent a 
team to the Burla Beach Cup at Viareggio, Italy. 

This season promises to be another hugely successful 
one for the club, as we bid to retain our titles at Inter- 
varsities, Indoor Regionals and the annual Colours 
game against UCD. The international Cork Open will 
be another target, as we were runners-up last year to a 
strong Italian side. With tournaments being mooted in 
Sligo, Belfast, and Limerick (to say nothing of the 
UK and further afield), the coming months will be as 
busy and enjoyable as any in the club’s history. 
Those who have never thrown a disc in anger should 
not be put off- Ultimate is all about having fun, re- 
gardless of ability. The early season is replete with 
beginners tournaments, each with nights out to 
match. UCD and DCU will both host indoor tourna- 
ments in the next couple of months, and the infamous 
jaunt up to Edinburgh will leave on the 27th of Octo- 
ber. New members are always welcome regardless of 
skill level. DUUFC train on Monday nights in Santry, 
Wednesday afternoons in the Sports Centre and Sat- 
urdays in Herbert Park. For more information, see 
www.ultimate.tcdlife.ie. 
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After ten years in the wilderness, DUFC 
succeeded on two counts; resurrecting an 
annual fixture against Cambridge and leav- 
ing Grange Road with a resounding vic- 
tory. Taking a cursory glance through a 
Cambridge team is often bemusing; the 
players often seem to hail from the South- 
ern Hemisphere and are enrolled in post- 
graduate study. In a game as physical as 
rugby, size and age differences throughout 
squads can represent an enormous advan- 
tage at this level of play. However, after a 
rather tumultuous pre-season, DUFC ar- 
rived in Cambridge with a more settled 
look to their squad as familiar faces re- 
turned eager for the new season. 

Competing against a varsity squad who are 
limbering up for their December show- 
down with Oxford is always a daunting 
prospect. In their first home fixture, the 
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Paul Gillespie breaks away to score a try just before half-time in a game that saw the rampant Dubliners leave Cambridge in their wake. Photo: Sophie Pickford 


Triumphant Trinity give 
Cambridge boys the blues 
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Cambridge team were under pressure to 
perform in front of an expectant crowd and 
responded from the start by laying down an 
intense physical gauntlet. In the opening 
quarter the smaller Trinity pack appeared 
to be suffering from a dose of stage fright 
as they were pinned back by their wily 
Cambridge counterparts. Simple handling 
errors plagued the students as they strug- 
gled to impose themselves on the game, 
leading to a Cambridge penalty that was 
duly slotted over. 

However, a 3 point deficit managed to cre- 
ate a wake-up call that provided the spur 
for DUFC to create a feast of counterat- 
tacking rugby that delighted the crowd and 
coaches in equal measure. After a period of 
sustained pressure in Cambridge’s 22, 
American import Volney Rouse intercepted 
a misguided pass and gratefully ran under 
the posts to give the visitor’s their first 
points of the day. Johnny Watt converted 
easily to create a 7-3 lead. 

Despite coming under huge pressure in the 
scrum; DUFC’s forwards managed to learn 
to adapt against their bigger opponents, at 
times showing incredible bravery. The for- 
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ward battle was memorable for Cam- 
bridge’s constant provocation of their op- 
posite numbers whenever possible. The 
referee managed to completely miss a num- 
ber of unsavoury off the ball incidents that 
could have tarnished the game, including a 
blatant kick in the face and several desper- 
ately late hits. Ignoring the cheap incidents 
of the first-half, DUFC’s combination of 
Max Cantrell and Shane Young worked 
well as a unit, utilising an incredible work- 
rate that served to frustrate and quell rare 
Cambridge attacks. 

If this match was marked by moments of 
individual brilliance, nobody stood out 
more than full-back Paul Gillespie. Solid in 
defence and spectacular in attack, he con- 
stantly threatened the Cambridge defence 
with jinking runs. He was duly rewarded 
with an opportunist try that started in the 
Trinity half. Rouse used his pace to break 
the initial barrage of defenders before 
Gillespie gratefully finished the move in 
the corner; leading to a conversion from 
Watt. At the end of the half, Cambridge and 
Trinity exchanged penalties to leave the 
game at 17-6 to DUFC at the whistle. 
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At the start of the second half Cambridge 
began to finally rise to the occasion creat- 
ing attacking opportunities more fre- 
quently, aided by occasional lapses in 
concentration from Trinity. Two rapid fire 
penalties from Cambridge made the score 
12-17. To compound DUFC’s jitters, influ- 
ential second row Ciaran Condren was yel- 
low card for not rolling away after he had 
made a tackle. However, out of almost 
nothing, Gillespie managed to put some 
well needed light between the teams, using 
searing pace to beat the Cambridge cover 
defence. 

Unfortunately, for all their impulsive at- 
tacking brilliance, DUFC managed to fall 
foul of a referee who was keen to impose 
his will on the game whenever he got the 
opportunity. Cambridge possessed a reli- 
able place-kicker who was grateful to take 
3 points whenever he possibly could. How- 
ever, Trinity were compensated somewhat 
in their own kicking game that rarely wa- 
vered under the experience at fly-half of 
Watt who used a huge boot to create much 
needed territory for his battle weary for- 
wards. 
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Once again, DUFC ’s attacking nous reared 
its head. Try scoring opportunities were 
largely down to individual brilliance rather 
than training ground moves; this may be of 
some concern to Director of Rugby Tony 
Smeeth but it succeeded in thrilling both 
the home and visiting support. A quick li- 
neout taken by replacement Gareth Murphy 
deep in Trinity’s half lead to a mesmeris- 
ing run from Gillespie who sprinted half 
the pitch to pass the ball into the grateful 
hands of centre Conor Donohue who 
crashed over the line. Unfortunately, in the 
effort of scoring the try, Donohue seriously 
injured his knee, curtailing Trinity’s defen- 
sive options slightly. 

Finishing the second half in style, DUFC 
scored a try that had all the hallmarks of 
Serge Blanco in his pomp. The ever-im- 
pressive Rouse combined well with Shane 
Hanratty and Gillespie to evade a string of 
hapless Cambridge defenders and score his 
second try of the evening. In the closing 
minutes Cambridge scored an ill-deserved 
try that failed to cover a comprehensive 
score line of 22-38 that was a fitting trib- 
ute to a night of enthralling rugby. 





5 Paul Gillespie 


14 Shane Hanratty 
(Gareth Murphy, 50) 


13 Volney Rouse 


12 Conor Donohoe 
(Eddie Hamilton, 60) 


| Killian Stafford 
I0 = Johnny Watt 
9 Joey Burns 


| Graham Murphy 
(Tristan Goodbody, 50) 


2 Ben Cunningham 


3 James Gethings 
(Eoin O'Cuillinean, 60) 


4 Ciaran Condren 
(John Byrne, 55) 


5 Roger Young 
6 Max Cantrell 
7 Shane Young 
8 Richard Morrow. 
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Paul Gillespie 


From the first blast of the whistle, 
full-back Paul Gillespie showed 
sublime skills to launch several 
memorable counterattacks. The 
Sligo native also earned his spurs in 
defence, showing bravery under 
high balls and in the tackle. Scoring 
two tries wasn't the end of his 
night's work, he provided the 
inspiration for most of attacks 
DUFC launched. A former 
underage provincial cap for 
Connacht, Gillespie's individual 
brilliance was such that he managed 
to draw deserved applause from a 
partisan Cambridge crowd. 


DU Hockey Club battle 


DU HockeEY CLUB: 3 
RAILWAY UNION: 3 





DAVID LYDON 
STAFF WRITER 





Following their relegation from the top flight of Leinster 
Hockey, Dublin University Hockey Club have began their bid to 
rejoin the top flight with a frustrating three all draw against pro- 
motion rivals Railway Union. Both teams endured poor seasons 
last year and were duly relegated, ensuring that the first league 
match of the season for Trinity’s boys in green was of vital im- 
portance. Under the new captain Ben Hewitt, the team looks to be 
in good order, with a mixture of experience and youth most other 
sports clubs strive for. The atmosphere on the pitch, heated at the 
best of times, made for a interesting match as both teams were 
clearly eager to lay down the gauntlet for the coming season. 

The game began well for Trinity, with an excellent period of 
sustained pressure culminating in an early goal for Richard Myles 
after eight minutes. Trinity had been unlucky to have a penalty 
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stroke appeal denied prior to this, but Myles’ opportunity, created 
by some excellent wing play from Craig Moore, made amends for 
any complaints. Whilst play was largely congested in the middle 
third of the pitch, it was Trinity who were controlling the game, as- 
sisted by some woeful passing by Railway Union’s midfield. In 
fact, such was Trinity’s early dominance that the second goal, ar- 
riving after twelve minutes, seemed like an inevitability given the 
amount of possession the team had enjoyed. This time Johnny Orr 
was at hand to latch onto an accurate pass from Nick Odlum, who 
in turn had capitalised on Barry Glavey’s excellent through ball. 
Glavey, who was involved with more than one difference of opin- 
ion with his opposite number, continued to control the middle of 
the pitch as the ball rarely left the railway half. Whenever Trinity 
did find themselves in defence, solid play from centre back Daire 
Coady relieved any potential pressure. One such instance, arising 
from a Railway short corner, caused the opposing striker to scuff 
his shot and handed Trinity possession once more. Some creative 
play from Graham O’ Neill and Jason Bryan saw the introduction 
of the aerial pass into the game to great effect, bamboozling the 
Railway midfield and allowing Odlum to capitalise on an inch- 
perfect pass from Myler before drawing the keeper out and slotting 
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An athletics legend gets her due praise 
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for hard earned draw 


the ball home after 30 minutes, ending a superb first half for He- 
witt’s men. 

The Railway Union boys trudged off the pitch at half time 
and must have received an effective talking to from their coach, 
given the difference in play after the break. It was as if the roles 
had been reversed, as suddenly Trinity goalkeeper Johnny Royds 
found himself inundated with shots on goal having not had a sin- 
gle one to contend with in the first half. Sure enough, Railway 
broke their duck shortly into the second half as fiery character Niall 
O’Brien (of Irish cricket fame) drilled a shot past Trinity’s defence. 
As full back Aengus Stanley was forced to save an open goal op- 
portunity immediately after the goal, it was clear that Railway were 
a different team from the one who had capitulated so badly in the 
previous half. A second goal followed seventeen minutes into the 
second half as some poor marking offered Railway a straightfor- 
ward chance. At 3-2 it was evident to all that the next goal would 
prove highly significant in the course of the match as the momen- 
tum was firmly in Railway’s favour. A stunning save from Royds 
from a reverse stick shot in which he managed to deflect the ball 
onto the cross bar and into safety kept Trinity in front, and turned 
out to be a match-saving moment. Despite Royd’s heroics, Trinity 


conceded a short corner with eight minutes left, from which 
O’Brien was able to convert for his second goal of the game. The 
final stages of the game were a test of both team’s resilience, with 
several shots cleared or missing the Trinity goal by inches. De- 
spites some good play in the dying seconds by Trinity, the game 
ended in a draw that was testament to both sides’ volatile play. 

If ever there was a showcase for sports psychology, this was 
it. Despite both teams taking a point home, you would have been 
forgiven for thinking that Railway had won and Trinity lost, such 
is the frustration of squandering a three-nil lead. Trinity will prob- 
ably look on the game as two points lost rather than one point 
gained, but they must acknowledge how well they did to hold on 
in the second half, and given a few more chances and less defen- 
sive errors they would have claimed their first home win at Santry 
for eighteen months. The change in dynamic during the game was 
astounding, and whereas Trinity were clinical in the second half, 
their resilience left a lot to be desired in the second. However, a 
point against their promotion rivals is an admirable effort, and 
shows promise for the rest of the season, starting with Portrane on 
Tuesday. 
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